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In Fig. 1 is seeian ideulirepre-
sentation off a HFydra, a minute
fresli water animal remotely related
to the coral building, Polypi. * I
consists simply off a siender tube-
likze sack- attached at one end t-o
somne solid objeet iu the water, such

1/! as a stone, twig, or floating piece
/- off wood, and having at the other

extremaity a small opening sur-
rotundcd with several thrcad-like
tent.acula. These parts constitute

- the whole animal. 'There are Do
viscera off any kind, licart, ]ungs,

Fig.- 1, Ideal figure of a Hydra. blood vessels, or nerves witiu--
'The animal is simply an empty sack, with a moulli. Into this nxonth is
clrawyn by Ibm tentacula, varIous microscopie animalcuke, which happen
unluckily to venture ivithin their reach. Once within, they are soon digested
into a liquid which is absorbed int the walls of the sacli, and contribute to
the nourisliment and growth off tie Iydra. The young secmto grow oftheir
owu accord out of the sides off the parent. Thcy Ilappear at first as knob-
like protuberances from. the body off the Hlydra, Ihey graduafly lucrease in
size and corne to present somethuîig of the forai off the parent; an aperture

is then sen at the free extremnity, and arouud Ibis, teutacula bein to spront.
'The youug during Ibeir growth are likie so niany buds upon the sides offthe
original stock, aud the hollow part off each communicates with the internai
cavity off the oid one, from which they arc fed. Even after the lentacula off
the bud are sufficienty developedl to enable it to obtain food for itseif, the
communication remnains open for a lime, as ap pears from the fact that either
off the stomnaclis is distended whcu the other is fed. As the bnd, however,
advances Iowards completenesz-, the aperture contracts, ana is at ]ast oblite-
rated ; the stock itself gradua]ly becomnes more siender, and is at laist broken
by tbe slighitest effort off either the old or the young Hydra, and the latter
is then set fre, and after roaming Ibrough the water for a lime attaches
itseif to a Iwig or stone and commences iffe and thie rearing off a family on
its ove.. account. There is no distinction off se.-es and what is more aston-

imn!t he H3ydra may bcecnt into pieces and ecd minute fragment, WIl
zi-oii int a new aud perfect Hlydra, and produce young.

The Hydra is not a truc coral animal, and bas no bard parts. The
reef building animais are marine, and a littie more complicatcd in structure.
If we were to imagine a small additional sack- hanging down inside of the

* PZolyp, plural, 2'o!ypi. The general designation of corai animais, froin
the Greek, (polar,) Iaany, and (pows, foot ; the many tentacles of the Polyp beizig
xx flrst considered the feet.
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