22

THE CANADIAN POULTRY REVIEW,

of u certain breed.  After the awards several birds
escaped from their coops, snd the way the owner
of the prize pullet proved his property was by hav-
ing clipped her comb that was o little out of
shap -

Now, was this rascality or ignorance 7 We will
give the jndge the benefit of the doubt, and call it
ignorance, Ifthat explanation is correet, then why
is ¥ ye wise man? any better qualified to judge thy
fine points of a bird than any moderately well
posted amatenr?  Is it hecnuse the mistakes are
almnost invariably in favor of experienced breed-rs?

After mentioning these eases out of many that
oceur every day, let me say to the amat-ur: pay no
attention to these wonderful advertisements that
have 25 cents tarked on the ends of them, and
trust but little to the sayings of the ©wise men”
who know «7-about the husiness, but subscribe for
some magazine or paper devoted to poultry, rely
mainly on your own judgementand trust a little to
your own common sense,  Then, when you find a
sure cure for any cvil, remember that the cditor of
said magazin is exprcted to be able to post his
many readers on all kinds of poultry, and may not
have half the chance to learn of the partienlar
breed you keep that you do, sit down and write
him your expericnee for the benefit of others hike
yourscl.  You may not be able to use the language
of a learned professor, but the cditor would wiil-
ingly correet any little crrors that might occur;
and it we would all do so we would materially
lighten the labors of one who gives all his time for
our benefit for verv small pay, and alsv, at times
give to the faney itvmns of worth, that the editor
has no means of learning. When we all do this
we will be out of the clutchesof the “sharks” who
make their living off of what they term the Ygreen-
horns,” will have interesting books and magazines,
and find a balance on the profit side of our ledger.
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Saginaw City, Dec. 20th, 1878,
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Froa a Beginner,
i itor Ctiadinn Padtey Recil .

Ea B pi—

Your sample numbers of Raview to hand
and I am indeed much pleased with them. and con-
sider it the best thingéof its kind T bhave yet met
with, produeed in Canada,

§ am also pleased to find Ly a perusal of their
contents that there are other fowis in the country
worth wrting about besides games.

TFind «ne osed one dollar as my subseription for
ane v ar, commencing with November number, if
convenient.

In v ading the article in Septe mber number in
which you kindly remind the older poultry men
of their duty to cach other, to Review, and especi-

ally to beginners. the thought is suggest-d to my
mind, that if beginners are to he especially attend-
«d to, as they undoubtedly will, that they too
ouglit to contribute something, if that somcthing
be but a list of disappointments and difficultivs en-
countered by them sinee setting out, and by this
menns putting others on their guavd, and giving
older hands @ hetter chance of giving them infor-
metion, for undoubtedly a teacher can more easily
sct his pupils vight when he is informed exactly
where the trouble lies. No doubt each beginner
will have his own peculiar troubl 8, and an older
hand may write & sories of inferesting and valu-
able articles and y. t fail to mect his case exactly.

And as I, a comparative greenhorn, advocate this

step to others, it becomes me to set the example,
you will say,

Well, T purpose giving you a leafout of my com-
mencing experience, and if you think it will con-
tribute to usefulness or interest of Review, insert
it, cither in part or in full; as you deem best, or
consign it to oblivion in waste-paper basket, and
your correspondent will wait till he has had more
dxperience with both pen and chickens b. fore try-
ing again.

I began two years ago with Black Spanish, and
by buying eggs, as I have a notien that this, though
slow, is pr. ferable to buying chicks, especially
when one bas not the time to personally inspect
them ; and the more I r ad of such honest articles
as the one writien by Mr. Thomas, the more con-
firmed I become in this opinion, If, as Mr. Tho-
mas advise; breeders take the first pick and sell the
rest, and in doing so do perfeetly right. then eggs
from the fiest pick would suit me better than
sccond pick of birds, Tam sure gold would hardly
tmpt me to part with a good bird, though I would
sell eggs from her.  Well, not being blessed with
too much of the “root of all evil,” to me the cheap-
est were the best—the fallacy of which reasoning
has been too plainly demonstrat-d in my experi-
ence to heed any further consideration on my
part.

I obtained eggs from a breeder who had adver-
tised in a small local pap-r, and the fowl 1 have
from those eggs are about as cheap a lot as were
the eggs.  They are black, and good layers ; three
hens having layced 400 egg this year, butaltogether
wanting in show points. But it was with Light
Brahmas that I was complctely sold. In color
they v semble the coat of ancient history,  All my
vear’s work is Jost, for I shall kill the whole lot.

B ing heartily sick of cheap cggs, and my con-
fid mee a little shaken in egg vendors in general,
I made up my mind to try some of the breeders
who had won a reputation in the business, and got
a number from My, . Breiding, of Berlin, and itis
needless to state that the r. sult has been perfectly
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