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street to form into rank ; and the proces-
. sion, three deep, extended fora quarter of

a mile.” It turned out of George street into’
" Hanover street, and proceeded ' to -Canon-
-mills, a spot. on the north of Edinburgh,
~where a hall, the galleries of ‘which: were
“¢Fowded ‘with spectators’ when the ‘proces-

')|-sionists arrived, had been provided: for

“their reception, Here the Moderator at
once constituted the General Assembly-of
the Church of Scotland' Free:in the -usual
way, and the court proceeded to-business.

The first item on the card. was the elec-
tion of a new Moderator ; and by acclama-

- tion the choice fell on Dr. Chalmers, who,
appearing in’the Moderatdi’s robes, took,
his place in thechair. Herose to give out

“a psalm for singing, and chose one which

“is a great favorite in Scotland—Ps. xliii.' 8.
-As thé opening words rolled forth,

‘Oh, send thy light forth and thy truth,” -
et them be guides tome.’ . S

the sun, which had been struggling. all
morning in a dim aud doubtful sky, broke
through the clouds and flooded tho building’
- with its beams, It was a cheerful omen;
. and many remembered the toxt of the ser-
mon with which the great preacher . had
encouraged the hearts of his brethren in the
previous year, when they had met: to comie
toa momentous decision—‘Untotheupright
there ariseth light in the darkness.”- The
business of the Assembly proceeded day

- after day amidst much enthusiasm, but

with order and dispatch, :There was an
enormous amount of it to do ; for the whole
mechanism of & Church had to be created
out of nothing. Bubt there were men of
power in that Assembly equal even to the
demands of such a crisis, and the genius of
~-Dr. Chalmers had already called into exis-
“tence, the Sustentation Fund, which has
ever since been the sheet-anchor of Free
Church.finance. On Tuesday, the names
were‘adhibited to the Deed of Demission,
by which four hundred and seventy minis-
" ters signed away.a joint annual income of
a hundred thousand pounds. '
' They were sustained by each other's

' presénce and by the sense that the eyes of

the world were on them while these public
proceedings lasted.  Bub far more trying to

- many must have been the diys which -im-
- mediately ensued, when they dispersed from
the capital, and each man by himself, in
“farew :
had¥preachied the gospel and to the manse
whi¢h had been his home, had to step down
from the position of parish minister and to
face & lot of uncertainty which might turn
out to be one of poverty. But it is the
unanimous testimony that the temper of
the time was not one of depression and
despair, but the very reverse. Men weré
carried forward on a wave of enthusiasm,
and their losses were sweetened with the
sense that they were borne for Christ’s
‘suke.... The truth is, the Disruption wasan
ecclesiastical movement following in the
wake of a great spiritual revival, by whichit
was produced and of which it formed part.
Tt will not be denied at the present day
that the flower of the Scottish church came
out,: The name of Chalmers alone would
have dignified the secession. But only
less conspicuous were Candlish, Cunning-
ham and Guthrie. Among the laymen
Hugh Miller, the geologist and journalist ;
Sir.David Brewster, the scientist ; M,
Dunlop and Sheriff Graham Speirs, the
lnwyers,may be mentioned. RobertMurray
McCheyne and the group around him,
which included the Bonars, laid, perhaps,
a firmer hold on the heart of the country
than even the great scclesiastics. Nothing
helped more to justify the Disruption in
the eyes of the Christian world than the
fact that it wasjoined by the entire foreign
-mission staff of the Church of Scotland,
with Dr. Duff at their head. *We didnot
come.out,’ said Dr. Guthrie, as Moderator
of the General Assembly in 1862, ‘a small
and scattered band ; but, on the day of the
Disruption, burst out of St. Andrew's
church as a river bursts from a glacier—a
river at its birth, Innumbers, in position,
in wealth, as well as in piety, our Church,
I may say,was full-grown on the day it
was born.  Wenumbered our ministersby

our people by hundreds of thousands; and,
with the representative of royalty, the
high officers of the crown, and the popula-
tion of a metropolis as . spectators of the
scene, we came out, if T may say so, with

all the honors of ‘war, carrying our arms,
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 drums beating and-colors flying

WHY DO THE OLDERRSCHO
~theggolitide of his own parish, bidding|:- HY . 0 TH EAVESSRA - H N
€ll to the houss of prayer in which he| T ' :

hundreds, our elders by thousands, and, |

-old-flugs of Bothivell :Brig:and:- Dramelog
-waving over our heads.’ R
. Sympathy, poured in from every:side; in
‘the form of admiration'and’ sometimes in
the more substantial form of nioney, to aid
the etiormous: initial . expense of ‘erecting
churches, manses, and schools: “; From Ire-
land, America, Holland, Switzerland, Prus-
sia, and many other quarters came deputa--
tions and pilgrims to see and congratulate.
Since then-the_ stream:of 'panegyric hng’
never ceased to flow:; and jt:would be easy,
were. it necessary, from the speeches and
writings of the most distinzuished persong
to.weave a-chaplet -of praise for the Free
Church, But the moral splendor of the act.
of ‘sucrificé has long ago passed beyond
criticisin, and‘the.memory of the heroism

-{ of those who participated in it may be said

to-have gone out of the possession of a
single. denomination into- the keeping .of
the Church Universal, ... <770
It is not the intention of this brief paper
to follow the history since 1843, “The con-
temporary policy of the Free 'Church is of
course open .to_the criticism which is be-
stowed in abundance and nét, let us hopt,
without salutary results on the proceedings
of all branches.of+the Church.: But the-
meémbers of the:Free Church, inthis jubilee
year, are thankfil for,the grace of God by
which their Church has been enabled, dur-
ing fifty years, not only to maintain- its
position in the country¥but to bear & part
in the great work of evangelizingthie lapsed
at home-and the heathen abrozd ;. and, in
spite of their many shortcoinings, they are,
hopeful. that!the:ship; of their Church’s
fortunes ‘may still:be stéered into the un-
known seds.of the, future by the wise Pro-:
vidence unde 08¢} auspices - it was

launched at “the:beginning, - In.1843 the [~

number of ordained ministers-was 474, at
present it is 1,122. "The.income of the
Church.has steadily risen:-froni £300,000
per-anium to_ over £600,000.. The mis-
sionary income of the midivided Churchin
the-seven years before the“Disruption was

£16,000 a year ; that. of ¥he Free Church | %°

during the first seven years of its, existence
was- £35,000 annually; and at vpx;eg»enb‘;it’
averages about £100;000,. " " ".; T

<o REBY L. SANDYSIUTUR S
- The question is often asked as to the best,
means of keeping:the older scholars in the
Sunday-school. -3L- think the. best way to’
answer this ‘questionis. to lqu .at the
matter froni anothér, standpoint.; .namely,

Why do the older scholarsleave the school? [

By wayof illustration, tuke a new teacher
who is given a tlass of little boys. ~Those
boys grow to-love,‘zespect, ahid, above all,
to trust their teacher. Her Very: appear-
ance among them, with her Bible in her
hand and words of counsel on herilips, has
a power over them to lift their thoughts
away from earthly things, = To them sheis
different from any oneelse. - They look up
to her with something akin to reverence.

Now, we will suppose (as really was the
fact in the case I have in mind) that her
scholirs were the children of fashionable
parents, who took the first opporfunity of
introducing them to the world, and that at
every entertainment they:attended they
met their Sunday-school teacher. :

Well, did it make no difference - 'Could
they feel the same reverence and trust in
the gaily dressed girl who ‘passed them in
the dance or bent eagerly over the card-
table as they had for the earnest, thought-
ful teacher whom they had grown to love
so dearly? - o -

No.. By one such meeting this teacher
fell from a height in her scholar’s estima--
tion that she will never regain. ~She lost
in thiat evening the influence that she had
gained over them by. years of patient
teaching ; and the scholars felt a keen dis-
appointment, which- they brooded over
silently, realizing vaguely:what -they were
ashamed to confess,~that. they in their
innocence had thought:that what she was
to them on Sunday slie was in her every-
day life. ~ = S

But now they knew better, snd, slthough

ghe prepared her lesson as usual, and at-
tended as regularly, they came:to Sanday-
school no more ;- for, with the keen percep-
tion of childhood (which she had lost) they
saw theinconsistency of it, and naturally
felt uncomfortable-in her presence.

1b1>'1> the .-

SN ow for the' second instarice.. A youﬁg
Jndy friend of mine Xept her class together

-l'imtil they. were about, this age. . She:was’a
devoted teacher; ‘very: fond-of her:boys, |

and, although she-had miles to conie,never
was absént’'except for'some very grave tea-
‘son, ;< One ‘day, t6 iy’ amazement, she
was alone, - Not,. one of her-scholars put
In an‘appearance.... < -0l v z
I, ‘thinking it had only happened so, and,
‘by way of comforting her, pointed out, on
‘our way home,howlong they had continued
¢oming, remarking - that they were almost
MM L fi v m s e e
; .~ Why, :yes,’ she answered. ' ‘I never
realized it-until last week.” They were all
at the ball: I danced -with my Sunday-
school boys nearly all night.. It .seemed

go_funny 1+ , R ,
~ Then I'knew why her class was empty.
- Ttell you, fellow-ténchers, thata religion
whiclr allows you tolive for the world six
days of the week, though you devote the
seventh to God's service, has no power to
hold the class together when' they come to
an.age to see how little your teachivyg in-:
fluences your own life, - And a person is
not fit-to teach (though she may have the
Bible-class of the school), who, after faith-
ful atténdance for years on the part of her
scholars, has not grown to love them and
the't¥ith she teaches them sufficiently to
make her willing to give up=a few paltry,
worldly amusements, in order to retain her
influbnee for good over them.

And in conclusion, I repent that there is
nothing that will so tend to keep the dlder
scholars -in the Sunday school, and draw
thein’ back again if they leave it, as the
comsigténit, godly lifé of the teachers.—

[
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_ SOHOLARS’ NOTES.
% . (From TWestminster Question Bool.)

- . 'LESSON IX.—AUGUST 27, 1893. -
.PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA, ~Acts 263 1932,
; f:’l, . _'COMMIT TO MEMORY V8, 22, 23,
Q“\a . * -~ GOLDEN ,TEXT, ‘
. ““Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of
God'--lCor{v - R
- HOME READINGS.
M. "Acts 25:1-12.—Paul's Appeal to Ceesar.
T, CActs 25:13-27.— Festus and Agrippa.
Wi-Acts 2621-18,—~Paul Betoxfe‘:Agmé)pa.
Th. Acts 26:19-33.—Paul Vindicated.
F. " Acts 9:19-32.—Paul’s Early Ministry.
S. . Luke 21:1.35.—Christ Risen Indecd. :
S.:Luke 24 : 36-53.—The Promisc of the Father.
s P LESSON  PLAN,

:~X, Paul and his Preaching, vs. 19-23, -

1L Paul and Festus, vs, 2426, -
(III Paul'and ‘Agrippa. vs. 27-32.
TiME~August A.D. 60, two years after the last

lesson ; Nero emperor of Rome: Porcius Testus
governor of Juden ; Herod Agrippa II. king of
Trdachonitis, cte. .- : :
- - PLAGE,—Ceesares, forty-seven miles north-west
of Jerusalem. . . .., R
. OPENING  WORDS.

Paul was kept a prisoner at Ceesarea for two
years, ‘Tho Jews renewed their charges againss
him before Festus, the successor of Felix, but no
crime” was found against him,  When Festus
proposed. to transfer the case to Jerusaleny, Paul
rotested against this, and appealed to Coesar,
erod Agrippall, king of Chalcis, with hissister
Bernice, visited Festusa few days after and Poul
inade the defence-before him, a_part of which
is the subject of this lesson, He first spoke
briefly of his'early life and religious training, of
tho strictness of his Pharisaical observances and
his hatred and persecution of the followers of
Jesus, He then recounted the eircumstances of
his conversion and call to the apostleship, re-
peating the precise words of the Lord Jesus who
appeared to him. Our lesson passage continues
higdefence from this point. *
" HELPS IN STUDYING, ‘
.- 22, Witnessing—testifying for Chriet, accord-
ing to his-command. 23. Christ should suffer
.oorise. . .show light—these three points Paul
constantly d welt upon asclearly rovealed in the
Jewish Scriptures. 24, Thou art beside thyself—
Rovised Version, ‘Thou artmad.’ 25, Soberness
—goundness of mind, tho opposite of madness.
2 Cor, 5:13.. 26, Not donein @ corner—notin an
obscure place, but openly in J crus,nlgl_n. 27. Be-
lievest thou—implying that if he did,Ke must as-
sant to the truth of what Panl had been uttering,
28. Almost thow persuadest—Revised Version,
‘with but littlo persuasion thou wouldest fain
make me aChristian,” 29, Such asIam—wholly
deyoted to Christ and his service. 30. They that
sat with them—the governor's council, 32 77 %e
had not appealed unto Cesar—though innocent,
he must be sent to Rome for final hearing,
- QUESTIONS,
INTRODUCTORY.—How long was Paul held a
R;-isoner at Ceesarca? What new trial wasgiven
im? What did he say in defence? What did
Fostus proposc? ' -Who now visited Cssarea?
‘What account did Festus give Agrippa? What

itle of this lesson?
Golden Text? Lesson Plan? Time? Placoe?
Memory verses ?

1. PAUL AND 118 PREACHING.. v8, 19-23.—Before
whom- was Paul now_speaking? What account
did he give of his early life?. Of his persecuting
the disciples? Of his convorsion? For what
I;urpose' d Jesus .apl;l)em to him?_What did

auldo? Where did
did he urgo? Whydid the Jewsseck to killhim?
From whom had he obfained help? Towhathad

took place the next day?

snid of Christ? What had they foretold about
the Gentiles? )

“IL PauL AND FRSTUS. vs. 2426.—~What aid

{18, 31, Bxcept these abide in the ship—tho

e preach? What duties (-

he borne testimony® What had the prophets |

Festussay to Poul 1 What did Paulreplys. Who:
of those present knew the truth of what ho suid:
about Jesus? -Why could not these things be.

hid from him?®% ..« -7 A R
" IIl, PAUL AND AGRIPPA.. V8, 27-82,—What ap::
peal “did -Paul gnake to: Agrippa? ~What did;,
:Agrippa reply 2. What did Paul then say? What..
followed this defonce? ‘What was Agrippa’sde-.-
cision about him? +, oo 0 e
- PRACTICAL LESSONS LEARNED.. -
-1, The 01d Testament bears witness to the trauth -
of the New. - ol : e
-2, Christ crucificd is_the great theme of the:
‘gospel, 7 . N i
.g:i.p(‘);q? may believe the truth, and yot wholly:
rejectite o . S
"4, We may be very near the kingdom;, and yet
never gef into it - . s L
.-°5, Fuithtul Christians may appeal to the record.
(of their own lives. i L L
. REVIEW QUESTIONS, .~ - ..
1. How did Paul obey the heavenly vision 3.
Ans. He prenched Jesus, first to the Jews; and ;
then to-the Gentiles, s S ’
-2, Why did the Jews seek'to kill him? Ans,
Beealise he witnessed to the fulfilment in ‘Jesus:
of what was foretold-in the Seriptures. - - . .
3. Whathad the Scripturessaid of Christ? Ans]
They had foretold that Christ should suffer and:
be the first to risc from the dead, and should be :
the Saviour of both Jews and Gentiles. -
4. What reply did Paul make toFestus? Ans,
I am not mad, but speak the words of truth-and -
soberness, _ - - .
" 5, What did Agrippa decide concerning Paul
Ans. This man might have been set at liberty if

ho had not appealed unto Ceesar. . ,

" LESSON X._—SEPTEMBEB 3, 1893.
PAUL SHIPWRECKED.—Acts 27 :30-44.
COMMIT TO MEMORY Vs, 42-44,

. . 'GOLDEN TEXT.

‘God is our refugeand strength, a very present
help in trouble.'~Psalm 46:L.-- :

. HOME READINGS.
M. Acts 27:1-26.- Paul’s Voyage, .
T. Acts27:27-44,—Paul Shipwrecked.
W, Matt, 14 : 22.36,—Christ in the Storm,
Th. Mark 4 : 35-41.--Christ Stilling the Storm, -
F, Psalm 8):1-10,—~The Ruler of the Storni.
S, Psalm 93 :1-5~—Mighticr than the Waves,
S. Psalm 107;21-35.—~The Storm a Calm,
LESSON 'PLAN,
I, The A‘}znstlc’s.Help. vs. 30-38,
IL Tho Wreck of the Ship. vs. 89-41,

III. The cscape of All on Board, vs. 42-44.

TiIME~About November A.D. 60: Nero em-
perorof Rome, Porcins Festus governor of Judea:
Herod Agrippa 1l king of Trachonitis. =~ = .
.. PLACE.—St. Paul’s Bay, in the island of Malta.

. OPENING WORDS., o

Soon after his defence before Agrippa, Paul,

with other prisoners, was put in charge of Juliut,

‘| &’ centurion of the Augustan. cohort, and sent

to Rome. . The voyage and shipwreck are des-
cribed in the chapter of which our lesson passago
is a part. . Study carefully the entire chapter, --

» HELPSIN STUDYING. - 7 :."

| #i30, L3t down the boat—which had. been taken -

on deck at the beginning of the storm. " See verse -
ro-":
niise that all should be saved (verse 22) would-bo
fulfilled in the use of means, The_sailors must
remain on board and do their work, 33. Taken
nothing—ecaten no regular meal, 38. Lighicned .
the ship~—that it might draw less water and be
broughtnearer theshore. 39. Creck with a shore
—Revised Version, ‘bay with a beach.’ 40. Taken
up—Reovised Version, -‘casting off the anchors,
thoy left them in the sea.’ Loosed the rudder
bands—the paddle rudders, one on-each side of
the ship, like long oars, had been hoisted up and
lashed, "d1. 4 place—the northern shore of St,
Paul's Bay, as it is now called. 42. To kill the
prisoners—it was a capital offence for a Roman
{;uurd to let a prisoner escape. - 44, Al safe—two
hundred and seventy-six in number. {(verse 37),
Thus Paul’s threefold prediction (verses 22.20)
was fulfilled: 1, They were wrecked: upon an
istand ; 2. The ship was lost; 3. The lives of all
were saved, : ' .
. QUESTIONS, ’ )

INTRODUCTORY.— Whatfollowed Paul's defence
before Agrippa? Atwhat placesdid they touch ?
What happened after they sailed from Crete?
What cheering words did Paul speak? How did
he know this? What did they find out on the
fourteenth night? Title of this lesson 7 _Golden
Tcxt.?gLesson Plan? Timo? Place? Memory
verses

1. TRE APOSTLE'S HELP, v8, 30-38,—What were
the sailors about to do? What did Paul say to
the centurion and soldiers? How were the sailors

revented from lexwuﬁ' the ship? What did

aul do at daybreak? How long had they been
without their regular meals? What promise
did Paul give? What example did he sch?
Whatdid he do before eating?_ What effect had
Paul’s words and example? How many were,
therlo?in the ship? What did they do after their
meg

II. Tne WRECK OF THE SHIP, v§, 39-41.—What
did they sceat daybreak? What did thoy under-
tako to do?_¥ow? What was the result?

III. Trig ESCAPE OF ALL ON BOARD, Vs, 42-44, -
What did the soldicrs advise? Why did they
give this advice? Why werothoe prisonerssaved?
How many persons escaped to Jand? How?}

PRACTICAL LESSONS LEARNED.
1. Confidence in God gives poace in.danger,
2. ‘While we trustin God, we should work with

all our powers.
3. Though wo trust and work, our salvatiou is

of God. 3
4, Wo should always take time to thank God -
for our food and &ll our mercies,
5. All Christ's people shall reach heaven : not
one shall be lost.
REVIEW QUESTIONS,

1. What did Paul say when_the sailors were
about toleave the ship? Ans, Excepttheseabide
in the ship, yo cannot be saved. .

2. How were the senmen kept from deserting
thoship? Aps, The soldicrs cut the ropesof the
boatand let it drift away. .

8. What did Paul do toward marning? Ans,
Hoa prevailed upon them all to take food, and
assured them that they would be saved,

4, How many persons were thero in the ship ¢
Ans. Two hundred and seventy-six, .

5. What wnsfinally done? Ans. They ran the -

ship aground, and allsafely escaped toland.




