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STILL IN THE. AIR,

“ Tiwa facts: appear to-be overlooked in

, much of 'ﬁwaﬁc'untnt- discussion of the

Grand Trink Pacific echeme. The finst
i@ the uxmt{.need of, meetmg the immed-
iate ham@nﬁm ‘wants of the west,
which the Ghnd Trunk - Pac.;hc cannot
i éud the secbnd 1., tlut it is

by no HW
continental -hne\*vn!l be. ’bmle without an

. entitely new: azree'nent :Alk 'this talk

wbout the ’Qroba-b‘-e cost of ‘the’ line, and
the benefits it may confer upon St John'
and  Halifax, is ws-the-prewent stage of
the proceedings a waste of words..

passed, it provxdod for a depmt of five
million dol'ars i’ cashi by -the company
within  a cu‘bam period. That depoeit
was not made Instead of cash, bonds of
nﬁhe Grand funk’ ‘rdilway company were
put up. “But even” i that sccurity whould
be accepted. by, wrha.ment and agreed to
by the Gramd 'f‘nmk elmreholdem, it doer

d thase dentiands m:y “only ‘be guessed ai
Yy’ the qu.w"_fvr ‘they havé ° not .been
abade publi¢, by th2 | _government. Sii
,01 )Le’n, Prefontaine,
fr haze all delivered |
Annouiibcment war

it s the country will mow: be' acked - to
convede. mrheﬂ AL G Blair wae
discwreing t.he orxgmnl contract he raid:
“It is a total nndhgqromte waste of tnc
ubh(. -moneys"’ that were the opinion
“know edgn ‘and  judg
ment ‘have since been .estimated by the
cnvmu:ent 8" qmb ,worth $10,000 . per
year, what 'woa‘& he-siy of an-agreemen.
which ig to make still farthes.concessions
to the mtwwv‘qmmm it

{But .u'th company in a 1)Omt‘0n to gc
‘under - any circum-

'tancee’ Is 1t ‘not a fact that the publica-

tton of tthe - -Hon. . Mr. Blair's speech in

v Zbondon made the findncial world skepti-

cal with- rfgard to the who'e scheme? Do<e
anybody e]pp(xk that the Grand Trunk
oould 0k, ;put up. five ' million dollars:
'fhm‘e are i!mgle sharcholders who could
do it. Is it not a fact that the difficulty

. lies in finafcing the whole scheme, rather
. than-in: putting up what to the Grand
* Trunk wonld be & very small sum?

Fo apoak;: hhov‘)‘oni of the Grand Trunk

Pacific as ap agsured thing is to ignore
the factsi of the casé. It would be a good

-+ thing for Ca;nudn i the projéct were drop-

ped until me;‘s‘had been m.ade, and the
country kmew what it was ‘asked to- en-

" dorse. No sman. can- suoce-;sfub mamtmn

& & nrgently ‘needed at the
present tia#.* Bt every man knows that

.the extension of existing lines to the great

lakes and the provision of facilitiaw there
and at outma:tnme perte ' for the busi-
ness which? Svérerowds. the: present. fagiki-

\tica are the real need of the’ present hour:

That weuld amply cuffice uptll proper gur-

Ry T
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e e

veys weremade and the conntry knew what
it was adked to. endomse in the form of a
new transcontinental railway.

£ Hon. Mr. Blair was right in urging that

_ thereéshéuld<be no haste in- this matter,

$ven if the; echeme went through there

i ﬁvtm‘d bz no all-rail‘route for some years

to come, and it would not meet existing
n"edﬂ, which . can only be promptly and
ldequat.ely e; by utilizing the lakes
rwba mppk'meuted by a better railway
gervice eastward from the lakes: ™

- Hon.' Mr: Biair's gpeech on the Grand
Trunk - P§éific fiever ~hden - answered,
srply beﬂ!uee Was Tight;” FThe ' govern--
ment cannot say - hd opmxom are “of mo
value, fort'they have: ginee -given -him the
very stro ngeﬂt‘w:dome :that they regard
him 83 an”¢speit in’ raflway miatters, The
wisest thibg for the goyernment to do

. would be Lo c.ﬂl wﬁ ﬂae Gmnd Trunk Pa-.
- cific deal }or the;fméent and proceed to

meet. the” re'd“-twﬁmportatwn problem,
swhich is to furthnr ofilise the great lakes
and their milivay connections, and "to
equip our' porte.£or the bu~ineea which is
now offered. . " T ,the meantime the route
of 4 new’ trmé‘cnn'.vm«] Yine may be,
surveyed and p lans- completed fﬂx ite con=’
st‘nlctmn B,

HARBOR IMPROVEMENT.
Hon. My Emmerson- replied  Tuesduy
tho, te‘ ‘gum of Mayor White. The
pubhahed ‘in x&ﬁcuﬂ\ s Telegraph. The
minister - states. “phat-the government - ex-
pecis that i The ity wants them to pro-

" vide for: tnc gmmmementﬂ of the harbor

" as de«ued, the. ity should :meuﬂmvt noj’

.
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t;h.xt a new ctra;\s y

When the Grand Trunk Pacific act was §

© mot settle the question.’ Ivor the compan;
| Yave - ‘made - further demands. : The nature

; émde thnt,_mgdiﬁea.t.om “veould be asked §
. for, but ndtenk of them hes gtated what
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ahena‘txfon should be ‘made 'withédit the
savemment being communicated. with and
.its sanction obtained.”

As pointed out in Tuesdn) s Telegmpn,
this means that before the government
agrees to do the dredging at South Rod-
ney wharf the city must give the govern-
ment the veto power with regard to the
transfer of even the smallest portion of
'the harbor frontage.

This is asking too much. It is asking

F that in consideration for the dredging for

.four steamship berths, for the construc-
tion “of which .the city - must make an
‘agreement “with a railway corporation or
Ltself spend hund.reds of thousands of dol-
Jars; it' must give up its control “of “the’
"harbor of St. John.

No alderman &nd - no cut:xzen would
- assent to any such proposition.

“It ‘may be said, however, that the city

J is'more than: willing to jein with the gov-

ernment in any well defined and compre:
hensive scheme for the development of
- the port. The city council would no doubt
L be quite willing to submit any proposition
to the government, for its advice, "and
[ would without doubt be governed to some
extent, and it might be entirely by the
' expressed views of the government; but
to say that because a cemtain amount of
dredging is needed at the present moment
| therefore the city should abdicate its
 power as the owner of the harbor of St.
-John is not in consonance with ordinary
views of right and justice.

The city counecil will do well to com-
municate with the government, and as far
as possible agree with the propositions
of, the government, but the mayor and
aldermen mmst remember that their re-
sponsibility ds not to the members of a
| government at Ottawa, but to the taxpay-
ers of the city of St. John. Therefore,
| whetlier a proposition ' comes from the
' federal government or from a railway cor-
| poration, their duty is to comserve the
interests of the city they represent, and to
agt in such manner as will bring to its
wharves tthe greatest amount of that busi-

 payers have so freely agreed to spend the
i money of the city. The desire of the
citizens is to act in the fullest sympathy
with the government, so far as the policy
 of the government may tend toward the
development of -national ports.

JAPAN STRIKES HOME.

It wuais observed by this paper Tues-
day that Japan, before withdrawing her
ambassador, had probably made up her
mind to force the fighting witlhh Russia.
This view was sustained by the events-of
Tuesday, for the Japancse on Monday
night . opened . hostilities at- Port Arthur.
Ewidently their fleet was ready for busi-
pess before the ambassador was recalled
from St. Petersburg.

The despatches state that during Mon-
day night Japanese torpedo boats serious-
ly. damaged the Russian battleships Pol-
tava and Cazarewitch,  and the eruiser
Boyarin, which are ‘now grounded in such
a way as to interfere with the entrance to
or x#t frm the inrer harbor of Port
Arthur. The channel is a difficult one to
navigate, and if the despatches are true
the Russiam fleet in the inner harbor,
though it is inder the guns of the fort, is
practically bottled up.
despatches will clear up this point.

The Russian battleship Czarewitch is
the largest of the fleet. She is 13,110 tons,
and had a trial speed of eighteen knots.
The Poltava is 12,674 tons, with also a
trial speed of eighteet knots.

Evidently ihe Japanese laid their plans

well, for these are two of the finest craft
in the Russian fle#t. The eruiser Boyarin
is of 3,200 tons, with a speed of 22.5 knots.
She dis one of the smallest of the Russ’mn
protected cruisers.
_ Japan has thus drawn first blood, and
has apparently suffered no damage. She
bhas disabled two out of the ¢e en Russian
‘batitleships, although the extent' of ‘the
damage is as yet unknown; and has also
crippled a cruiser. -

The first deupat"h that came lucsdax,
via St. Petersburg, told an entirely differ-
_entt -story, but it was promptly contra:
diated.

" Intense” interest will now be felt in the
progress of events in the YeHow Sea, for
it is evident that the Japanese intend to
force the fighting. Whatever may be
true elsewhere, it was plain from the talk
of the street yesterday that the sympa-
thies of the people hereabouts are with
the men of Japan.

An unconfirmed deopateh saye that the
Japanese, in addition to the damage done
at Port Arthur, destroyed or captured
two Russian war vessels at Chemulpo,
which is the port of Seoul, the capital of
Corea; md that they-have landed men at
Chemu'po. If this be true they are dis-
playing extraordinary vigor -and ieeting
with ;inarkcd"ulcccss. -

ﬂElSOIMBLE QUESTIONS.

Everybody undemstands and appreciates
the motives of thesa who opposz the trans-
fer- of any:property to the C. P. R. Their
desire s to conscrve the harbor property
of the city, o that it will produce the
bea* raul{e- for Athe future development of
the port. That is al#o the dewire of those
who favor the present transfer. No alder-
man and no citizon has any otlrer pu: 'po~(‘
Th= difference lics in the point of view.

There i one aspect of the case that has
wot, perhaps, been dwelt upon as fully as

o | its mevits des:rve. The C. P. R. hay ex-

pressed a desire to enlarge its busines
through this pert. To do so it pesitively
declares that more yard room is required.
It h:w acked for the water lote {or that
purpe.  No on: hus suggested any. alter-
native site for those yards. It is there.
fore, apparently, the water lots or noth-
ing; and if the company is right in .iis
contention that it must have more yard

nes for the initiation of which the tax-.

Of course later;
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roody, it beeomas '’ question of providing |

qthat room or rembining as we are.

Suppoee that coure i punsued. Suppose
that, because there.is a posaibility of .an-
other Line coming here within the next ten
years we do nothing more until that kine
does comz. When it comes it must have
yard roam. 'Will the city then say it can-
wot be granted - becvawse perhaps in ten
years more we may have rUA.l another line
commng this way?

And if the Grand Trunk Pacific does
come here scme years hence, have we any
right to hope that the company will be
any more benevolent or any more likely to
bring business to the: port than the C. T.
R? The water-lote are nov harbor front-
age. They: lie there unoc-upxed and’ pro-
ducing no, wealth and no work. If they

“are not utilized now, when they are waut-
ed; who can say when they will be wanted |
by another company? And can the city |

afford to let trade go past its’ wharves to
other ports in the ‘meantime?

DECREASE IN EXPORTS.

The trade statement for the last seven
moniths is relatively not as satisfactory as
it was for the like period of last year.
There has been a large relative falling off
in exports and increase of imports. That is
to say, while the total trade has shown
an increase,the comparison een that of
the past seven months aid “that of the
seven months ending January, 1903, is not
as favorable ds the comparison between
that of the seven months ending January,
1903, and that of the seven ending Janu-
ary, 1002.

The statement issued a year ago showed

that for seven momths the imports had
increased about $10,000,000, and the ex-
ponts over $11,000,000.
. The statement now issued shows that
while the imports have increased $19,000,-
000 in seven momths the total exports have
fallen off over $3,000,000, and in the itets
of animals and their produce, agriculture
and foest products the falling off is over
$4,000,000.

The balance of trade is thus not as
favorable as it was a year ago. No doubt
the snow blockades have interfered with
the movement of exports of late, but
while a year ago fthe imports for seven

| months were nearly $26,000,00¢ less than
‘f,he exports, and a year before were over
' $27,000,000 Jess, the difference between §

imports and exports in the statement pub-
lished today is only $3,650,000.

A TALK ON FORESTRY,

The vieit to thewe provinces of. the s%e-

retary and assistant secretary of the Can- |

adiam: Forestry Ascociation is an event of

'much interest to all who are interested:in

the ocomservation of our forest wealth.
Mo, Stewart and Campbell, who leave
this morning for Halifax, where they will
addro'w a meeting tonight, at which the
membens- of the legislature will no doubt
be present, will be at Sackville Friday
night, and on Monday evening Mr. Stew-
art will deliver as illustrated lecture in
the rooms of the Natural History Soeiety
i this eity.

The Canadian [orestry Association, of
which Mr. Bertram, chairman of the trans-
portatica commission, which reecntly met
in St. John, is one of the directors, hae
vice-pregidents in all the provinces of
Canada, The vice-president for New
Brunswick is Lieut. Gov. Snowball. Lead-
ing wmbermen of Ontario are on its direc-
torate, and it issues.each year an amnual
report, in book form, which is of great
value., The fourth annual report has but
lately come to hand, and has been re-
viewed in this paper. It is an illustrated
book of 120 pages, dealing with questions
affecting forest comservation and propa
gation im Canada.

It is to be hoped that many citizens will
take advantage of the meeting to be ad-
dressed on Monday evening by Mr. Stew-
are and make thimaelve: more familiar with
this important subject.

- "
GRAND TRUNK PACIFIC.

Referring 10 S'r Wilfri Laurier’s speech
in Mcntreal, the Toronto News says it
cannot think that he is couvineed ‘“‘that
€nough information ex'@ls to warrant an
abrolute national engageément ‘to comstruct
the road between Quebec and Winnipeg.”
The Newe adds: “But the couniry is not
satified with the information which minis-
ters have furnished as to the practicability
of the route, and there is a growing cpin-
ion that w2 ¢hould know beyond all rexcon-
able doubt that we can get a road equal
to all-year traflic in competition with the
lake and rail routes before we pledge-%100,-
000,000 to the undertaking.”

Thease are the words of a jowmal which
8ays it i8 not howtile to a transcontincntal
line. But it declares that the country aska
for “reasomable information and adequate
precautions against failure before we sign
an irrevocable contract.” Continuing, the
Newa save:—

- “Further, if the country is to build the
road, and if it is wise to build it, it is
altogether unwire to leame the rails for
fifty years to a private corporation. The
rasu't must be to eet back the movement
for public ownership for half a century,
and to interfere arbitrarily and unwarrant-
ab'y with the@ree acticn of future parlia-
ments. We do not say that there is now a
strong feeling in the country for public
ownership, but our hands should be le#
free, in cave we ehou'd desire in the future
to follew the pregresaive example of other
countriew, and nationalize the railway sys-
tem.”

The News urges the immedite extension
of the Intercclonial to the lakes.

MR. JUSTICE FRASER.

The appointment of- Hon. D. (. Fraser
to the beuch of the supreme vourt of
Nova feotin his hren espected for eome
time. His uccepiance opens up the con-
stituency of Guyeboro,  and reémoves irom
active politics one of the most enteyt

ining |

\Thets-is a%0 one less free trader in the
f house of commons, for in the Parliamen:i-
ary Companion Mr. Frager is set down a8
‘g Liberal and Free Trader.” : i

D. C. Fraser was born in New Glasgow
in 1845. He'was called to the bar in 1873.
In 1878 he was called to ‘the leg'slative
‘counc-il of Nova Scotia, and entered the
[ governineat, but resigned in the same year
to Tun for the aeembly. In 1888 he wae
‘again called to the legislative council, and
rbecame government leader in that body.
‘In 1801ghe was clected to represent Guys-
iboro in the House of Commmons, and was
re-elect<d in 1836 and ‘again in 1900.

Mr. Justice Fraser is well known in St.
John- and will be heartily congratulated
- by many friends hére us elsewhere, on his
jappontment to the’ bench.

NOMINATION DAY,

The nomination proceedings at the
‘court house Tuesday were well condusted
and without any excitiizg incident. In-
- deed those whose memory went back to
fighting campaigns in the past were dis-
posed to regard the proceedings as rather
tame. Hon. Mr. McKeown was given a
good hearing, and the same courtesy was
accorded to Dr. Daniel. . At times each
speaker was applauded, but there was
nothing to indicate that either held the
sympathy of the majority of the audience

closely packed into the limited space at
their disposal. It is perfectly ‘clear that
in this contest public sentiment is much
- more evenly divided than in the last fed-
eral campaign. The fact is 'largely due to
_the Grand Trunk Pacific project, and to
the ineisive criticism of the bill by the
Hon. A. G. Blair,

THE WEATHER

The account in today’s Telegraph of ex-
isting weather conditions compared with
former years shows our'readers that the
severity of the present winter has seldom
if ‘ever been surpassed, hot alone for the
persistent intensely cold weather and
heavy snow falls, but high winds and gales
have followed one after another with
marked repidity.

- Notwithstanding the severity of the
weather, disagsbers to shipping have been
exceptionally: few and of minor import-
ance: This has nct been for lack of
dangerous storms, but it is quite fair to
say it is due to the timely information and
warnings of approaching sborms given by
our Canadian Meteomlag-iml Service,
" which enables the mariner to seek a place
' of safety and avoid mfuch loss of life and
property.

HON, THOMAS GREENWAY,

An interesting statement comes from
Winnipeg to the effect that Hon. Thomus
Greenway has retired from provincial poli-
b ties; having cast his last vote last week in
favor of the Chamberlain programme of
preferential trade; andthat. he will con-
test a Manitoba. constituency «in the Lib-
- eral interest in the nex#:federal elections.

Hon “This. Gre m‘m'-'is now alfinst
[ sivty-six years cf age; is'a native of
| Onitatio, and spt in 7t house of com-
., mons a3 member for Smﬂx ILu.ron from
£1875 until 1878, whens " he. declined re-
pmomination and removel to Manitota.
There he engaged in farming, and the
very mest.year after &ns arrival—in 1879—
he was elected a melmbgr of the legisla-
ture. He has been a meémber of the legis-
lature ever sinice. In 1887 he became lead-
ér of the opposition, and the next year his
party defeated the government and he
became premier. He led the government
for twelve years—till 1900—when it was
defeated by the Conservatives. In 1902

he was elected leader of the provincial
Liberal party, and since the defeat of his
government he has been leader of the

opposition ‘in the legislature.

THURSDAY'S CONFERENCE,

The conference, between the harbor im-
provemen$ committee and Hon. Mr. Em-
merson Thursday aftemomr established
two facts. One was that the transporta-
tion commission while here got an er-
roneous idea of the capacity of this port,
and the other was that the commission
and the government do not kmow what it
is that the city council proposes to grant
to the C. P. R. in connéction with the
agreement that is now awaiting final
action.

Hon. Mr. Emmerson did not know until
it was clearly stated to him Thursday, and
the statement reinforced by a plan of the
barbor, that what it is proposed to grant
to the C. P. R. is not harbor frontage, but
certain water lots away in the rear of the
real harbor frontage.

When the case had been clearly set
forth, the minister admitted that he was
strongly impressed by the justice of the
claim made by the city, and suggested
that a delegation be sent to Ottawa to
place the matter in its true light before
the government. He explained, and he
had the sympathy of the committee so
far as that was concerned, that the desire
of the government was that no single rail-
way company should be granted conces-
sions which would shut other railway
companies out from facilities on the har-
bor front.

Bat it was shown to Mr. Emmerson that
instead of shutting other companies out
from the harbor front the desire of the
city was to get back some ten acres of
real harbor front, which they hoped to do
under the proposed agreement with the C.
P. R, and which would be available for
the extension of harbor works in the fu-
ture.

It is evident from the dexelopment of
the past few weeks that the transporta-
tion compission, despite all that was done
when they were in St. John, went away
with the impression that this harber can
only accomimodate a cemparatvively few
ships. . That is an extraordioary assump-

now  necessary for the” city council to

‘of the Inheml campaigngis in Nova Scatid.

tion, and wholly .unwarranted. But. it- is

cpunteract the effect of the ‘report of the

commission and place the facts before the
government. It is most unfortunate that

‘any such misconceptien should have arisen.

The duty of the council now is to send
a delegation to Ottawa, with p]anﬁ, to set
forth the facts 'of the case. While it is
true that leading members of the govern-
ment were supplied with all the corre-
spondence relative to the C. P. R. agree-

| ment, they do not seem to have grasped

its significance, or to have agreed to the
proposition that the people of St. John
know what is best for the trade and the
harbor of St. John. By all means let a
delegation be sent to Ottawa.

ALL GUESSWORK,

No politician and no mewspaper is war-
ranted in assuming that the Grand Trunk
Pacific railway will be buiit. It is not a
settled question. The company failed to
put up the mecessary cash deposit, and
they have &'nce notified the government
that they want other modifications of the
contract. Nearly every member of the
government hag epoken  from the publi¢

platiorm since the company declared its |

purpose, but not one of them has etated
to the country what it is the Grand Trunk
Pacific now demands.

Why have they mot done s0? If the
new demands are so trifling as to be of
amall account, why have they mnot been
openly stated to the people?

There is no certainty that the line will
be built, unless it is built by €ome athel
company or by the government itself; and
in either cace it may be hoped that surveys
will firet De made and the people told
what it is they are adked to pay for. The
country can wait.

In connection with this affair there has
been entirely tco frequent a repefition of
a question something like this: ““What
need you care, if there is to be a lot of
money epent in your locality?” The man
who is honest and desires what is best for
the country does care, and is not open to
bribery of this sort. He may want a trans-
continental railway, but he wants to know
something about the route and the prob-
able ccst before he endorses the scheme.
Mr. Blair gays the contraet as proposed ‘s
an absolute and utter ovaste of public
money. In view of that statement by the
man who is today chairman of the Cana-
dian Railway Commiaion, who will listen

“with patience to the assertions of men of

less knowledge and ability? And why
ehould any person base ca'culations on the
result of the coming of a railway to St.
John which may mot be built for years to
come, and if it is built as at presqnt pro-
posed can route all its freight to Portland
(Me.)?

Gentlemen of sanguine temperament, as-
suming first that certa’m things 'will be
dore, are able to paint glowing pictures of
certain other things which they think are
likely to develop. But the cautious man
wants 1o be sure that the first will come
ta pass, and after that is time enough to
let his imagination loose on the question of
other posaibilities.

The Telegraph may be wrong, but it is of
opinion that while there will some day be

-another transcontinental railway, the deal

between the government amd the Grand
Trunk Pacific is practically off. No mem-
ber of the government in any recent epeech
has asserted that the matter is settled, or
that it will be settled on the lines of the
proposed contract. Therefore all Grand
Trunk Pacific talk may as well be effaced
from the record. It iw all guess-work.

STILL IN DOUBT.

Speaking in Westmount on Wednesday
evening Hon. Mr. Fielding, referring to the
Grand Trunk Pacific, said he ‘trusted that
a satisfactory arrangement would be
made, and added ithat if the Grand Trunk
did mot wich to carry out its part of the
undertaking the railway would be built
anyway, even without its co-operation.

The significance of this statement is

gerater in what it suggests than in what
it definitely wets forth. The finance minis-
ter evidently anticipates trouble in con-
nection with the further negotiations with
the Grand Trunk Pacific Company.
- The same doubt is in the mind of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, for at Monltreal on Satur-
day -evening, though he said he believed
the company would not refuse to carry
out the contract, he added these some-
what mysterious sentenices:—

YAnd now of ‘we are refused by the
Grand Trunk let me tell you something:
1 am no longer young, I am accustomed to
fighting. I have had many difficulties in
my life, but I have mever been discour-
aged. When I have failed on the one
point, T have tried another, and swhen I
have failed on that other, I have tried
another until in the end I eucceeded.”

Sir Wilfrid should kry the plan of ex-
tending the Intercolonial to the great
lakes, and providing the increased facili-
ties urgently nceded for trade already
offering. In the meantime surveys could
bes made, and the element of guesswork
eliminated from the greater national pro-
ject of opening up new territory .

TARIFF REVISION.

“The latest word from the government is
against any general reviion of the tauiff
at the ¢d>ming sersion of parliament. Hon.
Mr. Prefontaine said two weeks ago that
the finance minister had promised 4 reacon-
able révision, and th's was taken to mean
that something would be done at the com=
ing session. At the same meeting Hon.
Mr. Brodeur declared that changes were
necceqary and that the tariff would in
certain cared be rained and in othems low-
ered.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Hon. Mr. Field-
ing have since #poken. The premier made
it clear that he is mot in favor of any
After denouncing high

present revision.

“tariffs, with specific reference to the tariff

of the United States, he bud —
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country has confided in us, ﬂle peOple
believed that we were wise enough to re-
vise the tariff, they confided that task to
us, and we have per[ormed it in a man-
ner to protect the manufacturers and to
give satisfaction to the consumers. We
have revised the tariff in such a way as
to protect the manufacturers, but without
daing any dnjustice, .have. protected the
consumers without taking away the work
of the laborer.

We have reformed the tariff of 1803.
It me tell you this for my part, and I
will teil you th's ¢s chief of the govern-
ment. I am not a doctrinaire, I am not
a doctrinaire in any sense. I am mot a
free trader mor am I a protectionist; we

are practical people and we know that |

any government, whether it be Whig vr
Tory, must create a revenue by a system
of duty, and that system of revenue con-
stitutes for the manufacturers a suttncient
protection. It becomes necessary from
time to time to reform the tariff in face
of the comstant changes in our industries.
Gentlemen electors, we have reformed
the tariff m 1897. Since that time new
questions have been created. New condi-
tions have been established, and the day
will assuredly come when the government
will again have to take into serious con-
sideration the necessity of reforming the
tariff, and when that moment has arrived,
tthen, in the name of my colleagues, in ﬂle
name of the government, T say we will
reform the tariff, and we will adopt the
same principie which we adopted in 1897,
that is to say, we will give justice to the
manufacturers, and  give to the laborer
that work to which he has a ¥ight. =

The lateat word is from the financel

minister, wwho declarce that there will be
no general revision of the tariff at the
coming sesdicm, although if it is. shown
that gome individual interests are suffering
they will receive conaideration. -

It is evident that eome of the other
members of the cabinet are disposed 1o
move more quickly in the dircction of
tariff revision than are the premier and
finance minister, but that ncne of them
are disposed to go as far as Mr. Borden
and Mr. Tarte. The tariff, therefore, has
not yet been removed from the realm cf
politics, but wiil be an issue in the next
general el:ctions, and will no doubt ale
be a subject of keen debate in' the com-
ing eession of parliament.

BURNING NEGROES.

The cheerful habit of burning negrues,
which has becomme &0 common in the
southern States, and which is held up for
the serious contemplation of our neighbors
when they fall into the other habit of giv-
ing advice to the world at large, has not
been discontinued. A recent entertainment
of that eort moves the New York Even-
ing Post to make the following observa-
tione, which appmr to be worthy of some
attention:—

A three days’ hunt, with bloodhounds,
for two negro murderers, their burning at
the stake, with the incidental killing, by
mistake,” of three other negroes, roun
out a horror almast Lm_ulpeued by fre
quent repetition. - This time it is mddr‘-
vilie (Miss.) that is added to the roll of
national dishonor. It is idle to discusa this
question, wicked to paliiate this eort of
collective crime. 1t is the expression of a
brutalized community wwhich hasg unlearned
the lesson of civilization. That these
negroes would have been swiftly con-
demned uader the law there was mot the
least doubt. But law iy too slow and too
iittle spectacular for a people accustomed
to private vengeance. Upon the frightful
demoralization that such an orgy Auﬂhe‘
it is unnecessary to dwell, Suffice it to
say that no human Lfe is really safe where
the stake and fagots stand between every
negro cmnmdl and the courts. £
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-severity of the wwinter,

IIO TE AND COMMENT.

The city council has mot yet dealt with
the dry dock plans and specifications.
*® ® &

The provincial government will have a
busy day, meeting the various delegations
desiring to meet them this morning and

afternoon.
- & »

The appeal of the Exhibition Association
for a grant of $5,000 should be favorabiy
considered by the government and a

prompt answer given.
- - *

Sir Wilirid Laurier and Hon. Mr. Field-
ing spoke in Montreal during the last
week in favor of the presemt tariff. A
leading Liberal manufacturer has replied
by taking the chair at a Comservative

meeting.
* # &

Onftario papers report an almcest com-

-plete blockade of raiiway traffic in many

owirg . to Yhe
Very eerious in-
convenience has been and is being suffered

in many towns.
- . o

panrts bf that province,

President Elict, of Harvard Univensity,
before the Boeton Labor Union, declared
that'the conflict between the combinations
of employens and the combinationa »f
labor suggested the expedicncy of govern-
mental inspection jand control of both.

b3 4 -

This remark by the Mail and Xwmpire
chould ‘be cabled to St. Petersburg: “If
Russia must go to war, the least it can do
for the comfort of the aworld is to eend to
ths front only generals whose names ar»
easy to proncunce. General Vichivichobul-
liknockemoft ought certainly to be kept at

home.”
* - -

The Montreal Witness observes: “Sir
Wilfrid Laurier gave little comfort to the
pratectioniste in his epiech at the Menu-
ment National on Saturday night. Sir
Wilfrdid told his audience that therc is
protection enough in th's country, and
that the present tariff has made Canada

prosperove.”
- & o 8

A Quebec despateh to the Toronto News
eaye that it is understood Mr. Arthur G.
Doughty, M. A., huas deciined the position
of Dominion Archivist, offered to him a:
Ottawa, and wwill remain in  Quebec e
English librarian of the provincial legisla-
ture. The name of Dr.- James Hannay has
been mentioned in the past in connection
with the office of Dominion Archivist

- - -

J. G. Jardine, Canadian commerciinl
agent in South’ Africa, laments that Can-
adian manufacturers hiave not taken ad-
vantage of their opportunities, and urges
them to cultivate South African trade by
sending out travelers instaad of cal.a
logues. He urges that the dirvect line of
steamships between Canada and the Cape
should be bet'er enccuraged by Cana-

dian exporters.
- * =

A New York paper says: ‘“‘Japanese
merchants in New York will raise a war
fund to send home to the government. The
purpose now is to make the subscription
$5,000,000, and to pay it in monthly instal-
ments so long as ‘the war lasts. 'This
amount is the minimum fund proposed. 1f
the war is greatly prolonged they will in-
crease their subscriptions. The Japanese
consul, Mr. Suchida, is in charge of the
matter.”

* = -

If a St. Petersburg despatch of this
week i3 ‘correct the Russians have a few
more vessels, chiefly, torpedo boat de-
stroyers and torpedo boats, -than has
hitherto been stated. It says: “The latest
returns of Russian warships in the Far
East total ninety-four, including eight
battleships, sixteen cruisers, seven gun-
boats, and fiftysix torpedo boat-destroy-
ers and torpedo boats. Three more battle-
ships and nine torpedo boats' are to go
to the Far East in the spring.”

Sensitive.

“Wlhat wae the matter with that audi-
e‘me' asled Mr, Stormington Barnes.
Den’t the people here like Shakepere?”

bI ehould sy they do,” answered Brouco

Bo

“Then why did they
lizhts®”

“Well, ‘you see they called for the au-

shoot out the

T thot; and “when nobody cime out they felt

kind- o' slighted.” --Washington Star, -




