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THE SPEECN FROM THE THRONE,

pry

Very fow people we U

Iation that has to be put through; dut
it His Homor's speech s anything to

to gether information of any
value from the Speech of the Ldeut.-
Governor at the opening of the House
and that being the case, they experi-
enced no disappointment on reading
it A dooument more barren in any-
thing else dut emply words, it would
be difioult to fimd. It opened as usual
with the aterotyped expressions of
gratitude to Providence, and proceed-
ed to refer to the Washington Counfer
ence, with which the Province has no
immedinte concern. Congmatulations
to the mew GovernorGeneral follow,
and then we come to & partial review
of conditions affecting agriculture and
the lumber industry. Farmers we are
told are suffering because prices ob-
talpable for their produce have de-
crensed in a puch greater degree thlni
have the prices of those commodities
farmers have to buy, so by way of
helping them to do better a bill Is
to be introduced to assist in co-
operative selling and marketing of
farm produce. We gather that the
farmers’ troubles will therefore short-
ly come to an end. Lumbermen too
are not now able to extort quite such
high prices for their product as they
were & couple of years or €0 ago, 80
that a reduction is to be made in the
stumpage on certain lumber to enable
the operators to make ends meet.
The Improvement in the highways
of the Province has, it is announced,
“been ocarried on energetically during
the past year.” It would perhaps have
been more vorrect to say that the
expenditure of money for road pur
poses has beem carried on energetic
ully. Such improvement in the condi-
tion of the roads as I!s obtained by
this expenditure, must be very evan-

g0 by, Gov t legislation prom.
ises to be light, and a short session
should result. Perhaps a good deal
will depend upon the character of
“such proposals as may be submitted
with a view to improving the financial
situation in the Province."”
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EGYPT'S NEW

STATUS.

Although Premier Lloyd George told
Parltfament that the protectorate that
Britain hag malntained over Hgypt for
the last quarter of a century or se,
had now been terminated, it is not
likely that any immediate change in
methods of administration will take
place. Until an agreement has been
reached with an Egyptian Government
things will remain as they are except
that the British Government renounces
the special rights which it claimed in
declaring the protectorate and sets
Egypt free to work out its own salva.
tion within the limits set by the four
points deemed essential to the securs
ity of the British Empire, :
Great Britain is very far from
setting Bgypt adrift; the Prime Min-
jster was emphatic upon that point
Forelgn powers, he said, were not
concerned, and this would be explain.
el in unmistakable termes when the
termination of the protectorate was
announced, The Government could not
permit its special relations with
Egypt to be questioned by any other
power and would regard #s an un-
friendly act any attempt at inter-
ference by any other country; any
aggression against the territory of
Egypt would be repelled by all means
at the Government's disposal

This may seem very llke a protec
torate, but in practice that has come

escent, for, as we have saij before,|

the more money that is epent for that
purpose, the more seems to be needed
to be spent.

The Government proposes to in-
crease the scale of pensions to retired
teachers, the money to be provided by
contributions to the fund by teachers
who are stili pursuing their calling
By this means the Government will go
down in history as benefactors to the
teaching profession.

Little is said concerning the hydro-
electric activities of the Government,
beyond the fact that the work in hand
is now mnearing completion, More In-
formation is promised later on.

The most important matter of all
that the Government is called upon
to deal with, that of finance, is passed
over in the lightest and most casual
manner poseible. In view of the fact
that there was a deficit of over half
a million dollars at the end of the
last flscal year, and that the Province
is facing the prospect of a smaller
revenue this year, His Honor's speech
might have r bly beemn ted
to say something of value wpon the
situation. As matters stand, the
House s simply told that the Govern-
ment recalved more and spent more
than was est d, and ite id

to mean the assumption of a large
measure of authority in internal as
well as external affairs. Sometimes
this is defended on the ground of the
alleged necessity of keeping order or
on the ground that the service render
ed in defending a weak country from
foreign foes gives special rights as a
reward. But in this case the service
rendered is primarily for the defence
of the Suez Canal, which is a British
interest, and calls for mno special
gratitude, Nor is it maintained that
the Egyptians are incapable of self-
government; the contrary much
better order might reasonably be ex
pected under home rule than with the
country in a state of chaotic revolt
against British aggression
The step just taken s said to have
been strongly recommended by the
High Commissioner In BEgypt, Lord
Allenby, who was recenty recalled to
London for cénsultation with the
Cabinet and was said at the time to
differ decldadly upon this point with
the lonial Secretary, Winston
Churehill, who was for retaining the
protectorate untll order had been re-
stored and an amicable government
set up. The effect of that polley
would have been to postpone actlon

on

tion ie asked for such proposals as
may be broaght forward with & view
to, improving the fisansial situation.
It is very emlightening.

The woridfamed public health act
comes in, as usual, for its regular
modioum of praise, but we have our
doudts as to whether the verious
County Oouncils of the Province will
concur in the statement that it justi-
fles its existence. They will more
likely than not feel with regard to the
proposed amendments ¢o it, thet the
only satisfactory way to amend it will
be to end it altogether.

A feature that usnally figures in the

indefinitely; by a unflateral renuncia-
tion of its claims the British Govern.
ment noy doubt hopes to strengthen
the moderate elements In Hgypt and
meake possible the formatiom of a
responsible government through which
the necessary. guarantees can be
secured. TI1 that !s done martial
law will stand, and the position of
Great Britain will be much what 1t
was before it declared the protectorate
after Turkey's entrance into the war.
The status quo hus been “temporary”’
for a generation, and no doubt it will
serve until Hgypt is ready to come to
an agreement; if the four points are

compatible with a large degree of
freedom.
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RECIPROCITY NOT WANTED,

R did not take very lomg for Mr.

of his eiprocity

Jofter active opposition.
been the sitghtest posalbility of Mr

generously interpreted they are not in-| .

Felding to find out fust what the
powers that be across the border think

Flelding being able to make auny
reciprocal trade arrangement with the
United States, he would never have
been allowed to go to Washington at
a1 on such an errand; but the shrewd
politictans of Quebec with every
reason concluded that opinion across
the border was decidedly averee to
any such an agreement. Mr, Felding's
lttle jaunt might amuse him, aad i
oould mot hurt anybody else.

And I went down and wawhke

us with your compinny, have you
/& was fixing up my room, I s
iracles, he was fixing up bis r

WHAT OTHERS SAY |

Germany's Stable Government.
(Cleveland Plain Dealer.)
It is true that the present Germar
Government is strong at bome be
oause, with all of its troubles, it &
strong abroad, There is abundant tes
timony to the belief that the Chancel
lor and his associates are regarded ix
France and Evgland as men who can
be trusted if anybody in Germany cat
be trusted and that is & supremely
fmportant consideration in German af-
falrs. There is a sense in which Ger
man policy may be said to be all
foreign, for control of Germeny is in
last analysis in foreign hands. It any-
body can win tolerable conditions for
the German Republic it must be some-
body who commands confidence in
Paris and London, and that fact gives
the present Ministry its chief element
of stability.

Spare the Rod.
(London Daily Chronicle.)
If caning has any merit et all—
it must be done very solemnly and in

the ferst time in his life, did ¥
insted q leeving them decorat!
way they were this moraing?
No mam, I dident bave tim
Well wile you were fixing up d

ed your door? d
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weeks?

eat your supplr.
Wiech I did, feeling lucky nu
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round and ran at the last line, and then I jumped
od to move my terniture erround a little thinking, G I
have a good ixouse for belng so long.

ixpression, pop saying, O, you have finally condesended to hemor

of shavings that I noticed in one cerner the last time I pass-

Bir, no sir, I was jest golng to dut at the last minnit I did-
t have time, I sed, and ma sed, Did you cleen the n bbish
off your desk as { have bin suggesting to you for the past few

I will, I sed. Meening I dident, and pop sed, In other weords
you fixed up your room jest theé way you found it, sit down and

d in the dining-room with a erly

3

ed, and pop sed, O miracle of
oom, and ma sed, It he did it was
ou put your shoes in your closit
ing various parts of the floor the
e for that, I sed, and pop &ed,
Id you dispose of that quaint plle

\

thing werse happened.
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thousand years ago, but only in re
cent times have we had research and
{nvestigations to discover theig, cause
or origin. Hooke and others bhave put
forward views respecting the oonnec
tion betwesn geological phenomens
and earthquakes. Since then the per
manent changes effected by those ocon:

the ocoldest of cold blood. Punish t
which becomes vengeance is the ruin
of discipline,

The Old Liberals and the New.
(Indianapolis News,)
True Liberals all over the world are
drawing ever more closely together,
and are beginning to think of pro-
blemg and policles from the point of
view of the people rather than from
that of ruling castes. There could
be no more cheering sign, no mory
encouraging development, The old
Liberalism is diametrically opposed to
goclalism, for it always taught that a
man should be left as much &e Dos:
sible to work out his own salvation
with as lttle interference as possible|
from Government. Its revival would
mean & political and spiritual rebirth
of peoples and nations.

Limjtations of Sovereignty.
(Hong Kong Press.)

When good government is provided
for the Chinese people there will be
no objestion on the part of the Powers
to the removal of those “limitations
of sovereignty” which may offend the
amour propre of the Chinese politi-
clan, but are at {he present tme oD
viously necessary for the safety and
protection of the foreigners who dwell
in China, and it may be added that
these limitations of Ohina's sover
signty have been found to afford for
thousands of Chinese, including the
present Prime Minister himeeif, a
safe and peaceful harbor of refuge
in times of trouble.

D Lends E
Song.
(New York Morning Post.)
Whoever plays the plano has no
ticed that while the company is sl
ways keen about forcing him fc
it loses interest once he

nt to the

same with siagers, elocutioniets, ore
tors, raconteurs. If we know them to
be meseters of an art we are deten
mined that they shall exhibi¢ it, and
guests wi]l coax furiously for an aneo
dote or & song. But as soon as & B
apparent that their request is to be
gratified, nobody eny longer pays
much sttention. Such is the effect of
proximity.

Enjgmas of Nature.
(Montreal Gazette.)

Nothing i satred to & acholar. Pro
tessor Gillson made & statement the
other day at MaGill University that &
glant star lived only for a short period
of some one humdred thousand years

vulsi bhave d genera] atten
tion. The last half century has beev
oexcoadingly educative. The Riessing
episode, and the recent earthquake
may have been such that if ¢hey had
had their eploentre elsewhere, the
loss of life and property would have
been extemsive. Our little earth, which
seems so small and insignificant, ae
compared with Jupiter and Saturn, ls
not only alive, but lively. "Tls sald
that California is moving slowly to-
wands the North Pole, or perhaps, as
Calitornians would prefer it, the Nosth
Pole seaws to have joined in the move
ment towards OCslifornia. On Jaunuary
the 26th, in ¢he year 447, subterranenn
thunders were heard from the Black
Sea to the Red Sea and the earth was
convulsed with lttle injermission fo1
the space of six months. There is no
getting away from the faoct that we
live in a highly dynamic universe, and
#t will not be at all surprising no mat
ter what happens, ;

\ Te Be Frank About It
‘When)s chorus girl attempts to be
A maiden of Soclety,

So finished is her footlight art

She never falls to look the part.

But when, some worthy canse to 2%d,
Soclety plays the chorus mawd,
Excuse us, but it is to laugh,

So. funny is the photograph.

Pledges on the Pane, '

A Star in the window—"We're gufit:
less of booze,”

A Circle—'"We never brew beer,”

A m:-lo is & sign—"No smoking for
mine,”

An Oval—*No cardplaying here.”

S ———— - e——

TUNNELLED INTO
BANK'S

Hureka, Kansas, March 3—Working
Jn & blinding snowstorm, and with the
thermometer near sero, robbers eanly
Tuesday tunnelled into the vault of
the Pledmont State Bank at Pledmont,
Kansas, 20 miles southwest of here,
and stole Liberty bonds belleved to
total $50,000 in value.

re———————

Cenvenient sizes.

4 to Set.
5, 6, 7, 8 in. diameter.

$1.00 the Set
mee . =-McAVITY’S-

117
King

Ok @

Manufactured by D. K.

Buy the Belt That You Can
Always Repair and Keep in
Shape for Greatest Production .

WATERPROOF LEATHER BELTING
Genuine English Oak Tanned

McLAREN, LIMITED

v Main 112100 Gérmain 8t, 8t John,N. B.—Box 702,
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Walls, 2nd Clears, Ex. No. 1 and

in. Clear.

ALL AT RIGHT PRICES.
HALEY BROS., LTD,, St. J .B.
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Phone M. 3153

GUARANTEED ELECTRIC IRONS, $4.75

ELACTRICALLY AT YOUR SERVICE

Tee (DEBB GLECTRIC (JO.

CONTRACTORS 01« “RMAIN 6T

that America is indesd decoming the
land of the free.”

“Yes,” replied his prosaic friend,
‘fout the continued marriage rate sug-
gosta that it is still the home of the
brave.”

Police women are now declared a
fajlure in London. We thought e a
long time back, but &ldn't dare quite
say it aloud.

Art and the Timberman.
The Profiteer: Yes, I saw this plo-
ture, “Big Timber,” six months age.
What do you want for it now?
The Artist: Just the same— £180,
The Profiteer: 'The same! Why,
dammit, man, timber's dropped twen-
ty per cent. this month!
e

Extreme Crueity,
“Yeos, ! had a drink,” Uncle Gft Blas
glways announces on greeting his
wife,

This leaves her nothing to ask,
But it's « shame to treat & wemsn
that way,

ot o

Considering the sumber of advertie-

o eatables which “children Iike bet-
ter than candy,” it is surprising how
the candy business manages to keep
going,

Penny-Ante Looks Like Big Money,
A thoussud-ruble mete is worth haif
sn American cent at the present rate
of exchange~Russisn  Finanaisl
Item.
Two thousand rubles wise, pound

foolish, g
and subles saved 8 & pan-

-:ir
i

i

i

|

tions, In fact; this good emflor, o) yop,ny ghatl Bave but 5,000 rubles o
use & classic of his own, thought that Y b gpedins b
‘it has som %o 40 with the end| 987 becsuse Be sty

Two th
nv earned.

Take care of your thousandsubdle
rotes; the dollave will take eare of
themselves.

or.
The Pleman #aid to Bimple #imen,

. o =
THE LAUGH LINE Within 5 Minutes of
Everything Worth While
Statistical Proef.
i romanas an v i | | Htbe] Wreslin

te Rates

West St. John.

G. H. WARING, Manager.

'Phone West 598.

SAVE YOUR EYES

Popular priced Club Breakfe

A Cafeteria—the last word in
RATES
Single Room with bath . $3.00
Double Room with bath -  6.00

P

be dependent on glass-
es and yet have only one

pair, is taking meedless
chances on discomfort and
great inconvenience.

You may hreak & lems or
may lose or mislay your

Flatl Grain~
B. C. Fir
Flooring

glasses and until they are
found or the mew lens re-
placed, you are handicapped
and straining your eyes.

Let us eupply you with &
sew pair of glasses. Have
) & different style from those
you aré wearing. You'll

Altractivel,
Priced

find the change agreeable—
and you'll be well pleased
with our service, :

y

The Christie Wood-
Working Co., Ltd.

1 186 Erin Street

“Show me first. your 3,000 rubles”

8Said Simple Bimon to Plaman,
“Alas, 1 haven't suy.”

:

f
53

DR. J. D. MAHER, Propristor,
L Open 0 8. m. Umi ® p. m.

COAL
e e Oy Voo

 COAL

7 American Anthracite,
All sizes, -

*w. ’ !{m'.'
ucky Cannel,

R.P.& W.F. Starr,

Gegrge'uCtiekBlnkniﬁ.
Kent
A wonderful grate coal. )

48 Smythe St. 159 Union
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& KERR,
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or original entrance to a city and Ms

i H

t rift valley of the Jordan -nms

ifs
51

il

. This 8 the character-
of Petra: & 1 hewn, not bullt—

:

& olty carved out of solld rock, secre- (
(1§ labyrinth of deepcut
ravines.

P Y
rose rapldly to fame.
must have been very much like
of modern Port Sald. The great
trade route was  in

need of a depot—an emporium. Petra
supplied the need. It soon became the
commerelal metropols of this corner
of Asia. On to it converged the cara-
van routes from EHgypt, Mesopotamia,
Syria, Areida, Awla Minor and
Its rockhewn

or with mer from ahl
paints of 4
perioll

B O 05 o o sl

the compass. Kor a bniet
Petra prospered and enjoyed 2

career which was as brilllant as it
was ‘short lived. It was reputed to
have had a population of from 20,000
030,000 persons, composed not of poor
husbandmen end shepherds, but of
wealthy merchants, who filled the
capital with luxury and ant,
On descending the escarpment signs
of man's handiwork soon show  them-
selyes. A cliff has been hewn Into a
caravanseral—an inn, for the use, no
doubt, of -belated travellers, for it 1s|’
situated outside the rockcamparts of
the city, Guest chambers, stables and
mangers are all there, cut out of the
heart of the oliff. Beyond this a pre-|]
cipitous sandstone mdge bars ap-
proach. Means of access through this
barrier 1s given by a barrow scleft,
calied the “Sik.” No more romantic

Sl Sau s Sl Dl

o~ Y ey

could he oconcetved.

" 18 90 narrow in places that one

o touch :u: with ontstretoh:|
arms; 80 degp thay the &

above fooks 1ike & ribbon ot.ll:e!. !

while in many places the overhanging|’

walls completely shut out ajl view of

the heavems. .The color of the rock|,

The

In old days 1t
was a paved highway, with equeducts
of running water on efther eide, 1

A Bplendor of Oolor and Light,

1
!
After wandering through semi-dark-|!
neme for & mile, splendor of eolor and |’
& Mase of light greet the eys, The|'
Nabataeans muet have had & Jove of|'
color and effect, for they display much
ingenaity in the choles of position for|!
thelr monuments. Passing on into!’
the city, the traveller wends his way
through dim gorge and suniit valley|'
which are all allke hewn and Larveq
into gwll!u houses, banqueting hails,
theatres, duots, and even
reservoirs, A deep ravine was the
thoroughtare of the metropelis,
rough cjiffe have besn dressed tnto
faces, relieved by bold has-

s and pylons decorated simply dut
offectively with e plain string pattern,
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