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Col. Domville’s Enquiring Turn of Mind—

The Case of Col, Vanee and Col. White,

OTTAWA, March 8.—So far as one
can judge by Mr. Mulock's statement
yestercay, the Pacific cable project is
in a perilous condition. The mindister
was a little guarded in-his revela-
tions, res:rving from the bold gage of
the public a considerable quantity ef
ccarespondenice which lhie describes as
confidential. Rut the portion which he
read goes to shcw that the action con-

templated and apparently determimed-

upon by New South Wales may, if
carried out, be fatal to the project.
The Bastern Extension Company is a
great corpopation, with encrmous im-
' terests in the Bast Indies, an
so far had & momply of th> ,tdemph-
ing business with Aust.ﬂ:.lla.. Not-oaly

was it the purpose of the promoaters

of the Pacific cable to give Canada
direct communication with Australia,
but it was deeired to connect the adif-
feremt sections of the empire by lines
v hich do not touch a foreign country.
Furthermore, it was the object to re-
duce the rate, which had been 5o high
that #t was a great injury te cem-
merce and communication.
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To thas end the cable conférences
tave been held, and the vamious col-
cnies @md the nwther .country have
agreed to contribute proportionately to
the cost of the enterprise. It has beem
calculated dhat the cable proposed
would reduce by more than fifty per
cent. the cost of telegraphing, yet
would also pay a substantial dividend
eon the whole cost, so that the colonies
witich ocmtributed would reveive a cash
return as well as ‘an indirect benefit
from thelr investment. On this besis
+he enterprise has been pushed for-
ward, and has reached e stage in
which the contracis for = construction
m.ight be given out. This is the mo-
ment in which the Eastern Extension
Ccmnpany makes its last and greatest
effort to hold its ancdent monopoly.
That oamcern had a tremendous pull
in London, as all knwow who bave had
anything to do with the promation of
the Pagific cable scheme. It has fadl-
ed, however, to obstruct the meve-
ment in Londcn, and is now operating
in Austwefiia.

The New South Wales govermmant
seems $o have been persuaded . that
the Pacific cable canmt be established
withir ¢hree or four years, and is cap-
tivated with the offer of the Eastemm
Extensfon Company ta make a graat
cut in prices and to establish mew
commundeation, provided it is givesr &
status S the future as a rival with
rhe pmoposed Pacific cable. It offers
to prowide connection between the
Avsiralias and South Africa, end helds
out the #uducement that it will keep
the price down by its oompetition with
the other systems. It dees not
profess a desire to head oft
altogether the Imperial scheme,
and suggests that the conces-
sion wihilel: it asks need not be given
until the other system is established, so
that the two can start together om a
fair basis. New South *Wales amd
ssome of the other Australian colonies
appear to be of the opinlon that this
sufficiently meects the case.

But this is not the view of the gov-
ernmend here, nor the leader of the
cpposition and the members of the late
government. It is rot the view arter-
tained Wy Lord Srathcona and those
interested in the project in London.
They all say that the Pacific cable was
to be an Imperial project and was not
intended to be put on an equality
with any private enterprise.: They
hold that the calculations on which
the Pzcific cable scheme was to pay
dividends were based on the whole
business and the termination of the
Eastern' Extensicn franchise. They
maintain thkat & monopoly which has
existed would not be perpetuated, be-
cause a government systerma though ex-
clusive cannet be regarded as a mon-
cpoly. ‘The government in many des-
ratches has represemted to the Aus-
tralian colonies that any of the pro-
rosed dealings with the Eastern Ex-
tension Compe.ny will place the whole
r1oject in peril, and has strongly sug-
gested that it may justity the other
yemties to the agreement in with3raw-
ing from the whole arrangement.

So the matter stands. No construc-
tive contracts have yet been made and
none will be made until this matter is
settled. But the govermment has as-
certained what the cost will be and
has settled to the satisfaction of Mr.
Mulock that the work can be dome in
eighteen months. It is the opinion of
the postmaster gemeral and of other
men who have been interested in the
project, such as Sir Charles Tupper,

* 8ir Samdford Fleming and Rev. George

M. Grant that the imperial cable
scheme will ultimately take in South
Africa and unite the whole empire in
a network of communication. So far
as can be seen, the postmaster general
appears to have, during the last three
months, ' exerted himself strenuously
and maintained with emergy and de-
termination the imperial importance of
the project. In the house of commons
he has the strenuous support of Sir

Charles ‘Tupper, who was interested in-

the affair long before Mr. Mulock was,
and there is no doubt that the Cana-
dian parftament is in hedrty sympathy
wiith the position of the government in
the mattaer.

There is some = mystery about the
matter of the naval‘ reserves. Mr.
Goachen, first lord of the admiralty,
recently assurad the imperial house of
commons that negotiations with Can-
ada were going on and had reached
an advancad stage. He  stated
that = Caneda desired to  reduce
the term of service. Mr. Bourassa, who
is here to head off projects for Cana-
dian intervention in imperial armies
and navies, has beem worrying over
this, and yesterday put. the question
straight to the premier, Mr, Bourassa

and it has

'lmehauae&d‘;@,'glvemwﬁo&ea:-

'temlon vestsrday to imperial matters.

It reverted for an hour or two to the
domestic question of tobacco. Mr. Gil-
lies thinks that the  present . tariff,
which has given the government very.
‘hear dn extra million dollars out of
tobacco, is teo high. He doss not see
why a party which befsre it came into
power promised to reduce the duty on
ithe nucessaries of life, should have ad-
ded another 100 per cent. to the duty
on tobacoo, which hée holds to be al-
most necsssary to the life of those
fishermen and others -vho have be-
come accustomed to its use. Mr Gil-
lies wepresents that all the tobacco
commonly: used by the laboring men
and fishermen has been increas2d in
price fourteen cents a pound, or one

cent a fig, by the new Fielding dutics.

Instead of being increased, he thought
the duty should have bean reduced. It
is. ‘his opinion that imported tobacco
will always be used and evem the in-

- creased . home  production | will . not

cause the péople in the east to give up
the use of the foreign article. But in
any case even the home grown tobacco
pays an enormous itax, which, if ih2
government desires to protect it, might

be reduced along with the foreign a.r~
ticle.

Sir Henri Jcly made a protectionist
speech, which would have been a
pleasure to the founders of :lic Na-
tiomal Peolicy if they had heard it
twenty years ago. £ir Lecnerd Tilley
never made an address that went half
as far in suppont of protection as this.
Sir Henri told how tbe inarsased pro-
tection was stimuleting the growth of
the Canadian  product. It - had in-
creased three-fold in ome year. after
18¢7. and was increasing with tremen-
dous mapidity still. He maintained
that while the native tobaccoe had not
yet reached perfection, hecause the
industry was not yet fwily understood,
it had a glorious future, before it. He
sccrned the seuggestion that an addi-
tional one cent om & fig of tobacco
should stand in the way of this great
rmovement in agriculture, which he re-
gords as perhaps the most premising
of &ll recent farming experiments. As
to the friemds of Mr. Gillies who are
credited by the member for Richinond
with consuming a fig of tobacco a day,
Sir Henri has no pity for them. Any
man who uses a pound of tabaccd in
a furtnight, he affirms, does not de-
serve the sympathy of the house. But
Mr. Gillies maintaing that Sir Henrd
Joly, who sits comfortahbly in his
srlendid offices and sm:okes chaice to-
becco, is not capable of entering into
the life of the fidherman, who in his
lonely beat fir.ds im his plug of tobacco
companionship end comfort; end with
the healthy salt air blowing about him,
is able to absorb a gremt deal more
tobacco than th2 constitution of the
Ottawa official can stand. At all
¢vents, he says trat the fishermen do
tse that much, and. thet Mr:
PFieloing, is compelling them to pay
three doliars & year on extra taxes,
and 1hat it ought to be stopped.

There is a defect in Sir Henri Joly’s
plea. Suppose it be true. that the to-
bacco growing industry might be pro-
tected, does it follow that the Canadian
grown leaf should pay the heavy ex-
cise duty, and that an additicnal im-
port tax should be levied on the im-
ported producet? So far as the protec-
tion of home grcwn tohacco is con-
cerned it could he easily secured by
allowing the duty to remain as Mr.
Fielding found it, and reducing the
excice charges on tobacco made from
home products. That scheme might
not give Mr. Tarte so mmuch money to
spend on his comtractors, but it would
be just as good for the farmers, and
would afford a great relief to the con-
sumers of tobacco, Such is the claim
made by the advocates cf a reduced
duty. ~hey add to this the statement
that smuggling is greatly cn the in-
crease and that honest traders are
pleced at a disadvantage, while the
morals of the business community are
undGermined.

Sir Charles Tupper 'had a great time
in Boston. Mr. Gillies, whio was wiith
bim, says that the stay there was a
perpetual osation. The Harvard Uni-
versity reception was @ most agree-
able function. ‘The Monday evening
meeting at Tramont Temple was one
of the greatest and most enthusiastic
ever seen in Boston. Thousands were

turned away and the whole building,

was crowded. The address of Prof.
Sumichrast, was a model of eloquence
and felicity. The professor, who is
well known in the maritime provinces,
made the interesting personal explan-
ation that he and his people found a
home in England as Uitlanders when
they were obliged to escape from their
own land. H2 compared England’s
treatment of foreigmers with the con-
duct of the Boenrs, and clesed with an
€loquent peronation which brought the
audience to their feet.

Sir Charles spoke for forty minutes
in a strong and dignified address,
which while dealing with the Trans-
vaal question, contained & noble tri-
bute to the justice and honor of Eng-
land, and many happy meferences to
‘the cordiality and friendlinegs of the
United States. The address is de-
scribed as exceedingly appropriate and

 well calculated to increase the friemd-

liness which -exists between Canada
and the republic, while it was very gra-
tifying . to the aundience. On the mext
day Sir Chaxtes spoke in @ lighter vein
to the British American Club in Bos-
ton, by which '‘he was entertained.
Among the guests was Mr. H. M.
Whitney, who assured the audience
that in the faw momths ithe organiza-
tiom of which he was the head would

4 bave in Nova Scotia a steel making

plant equal to amy in the world, and
then went on to explain thiat the pos-
stbility of that enterprise was due to
*he policy inauguratad in Canada by
the govarament of which Sir Charles
Tupper was a member. S. D. 8.

OTTAWA, March 9.—The . gerry-

marder bill BHas emerged from the
hovse of commons by the regulation
miajcrily, all the members on the gov-

ernment gide ¢f tbe house expressing

“wsmﬂam&«mtakethebm ith the |

St. John imjustice in it, and so -were

Mr. Cestigan anﬂ Col. Domville, ks

2]

After the mhﬂsters bad decmnéd

and *hundered over the fairness of al-
lowing the arrangenwent of boundary

to be given to the judges, Sir Charles
Tupper’s amendment came as a sort

‘of thunderbolt on the government. ‘His
' proposal was that rot only should the

division of counties .into ridings be
given to judges, but that the courts
should bave the entire responsilility
and ‘power of determining the details
of every reedjustment, in all the proy-
inces, not only in dividing counties,
but in assigning to cach county its
share of representation.. This plen ﬁr
Charles Tupper proposes to have put
into operafion as socon as the popula-
tion of ‘Canada shall -be determined.
This progeamme is ‘a sufficient reply
to the statement made by ministe

that if the comservatives should b

_power ' afiter. the next census ihdy .
| would ‘make = partisan mmaer

of the whole dominien. = Sir Wilfrid
Lauricr showe very clearly that it is
not a judicial wredistribution he is
afier, but a party advantage. He does
not allow the judges tordo more than t:n
Givide counties into ridings. The par-
tisan charccter of the measure is es-
talisched - before the judges . get a
chance at it.

For instance, Toronto is conserva-
tive. It s ellowed cne member for
each 45,000 pecople. Brant is liberal.
It is allowed one member for each
16,000. The government hes held its
own cretty well in ‘eastern Ontarfo,
where the migration from Quebec is
large. It has lost and is losing ground
in westerm Ontario. Now. the repre-
sentation «f esstern Ontario s very
much larger in proportion to popula-
tion than 8n wesiern Ontario, where
the pcpulation is growing more rapid-
1y end the govermment is Indensely
um-opr.la.r Aceordirigly | the gerry-
mandér bill steps at Ontfarfo county,
leaving all the eastern parts of the
province unchenged. All the smiallest
constituencies are d¢n the east, and the
very smallcst are represented by gmit
members. Therefore the eastern On-
tario is left alome, though there was
the same complaint about the break-
ing of county beumndamies and other in-
iquities.

Again, while the judges are called in
to divide the counties of western On-
tario into eingle Tmidings, Sir  Louis
Davies arranges ithe whale matter in
Prince Bdward Island, making two
double rdings and a single one. Each
of these is a county, and of course the
one that is allowed a single member
3s the stroagest conservative county
of the three. ‘That is the size of Sir
Lovis Davies.

Mr. Bell of Prince Edward Is.la_nd
begam the ‘talk yesterday, and -
tinued it between one and two hours.
Mr. Bell thas made three or four
speech@s this session of an hour and
more, and seems ukeﬂy to set an ex-
ample of staying powers  which will
require Mr. <Charlton to press to an
issue his resolution in favor of short
speeches and the closure. On this oc-
casion Mr. Bell made his long speech
in suppont of a motion which he did
not make. He was going to make it,
but concluded that it would be danger-
ous to the bill, and Mr. Bell is very
anxious that the bill should pass,
which is natural, since Mr. Bell is re-

portted to be sitting in the house now |

with a majority of votes against him.
Mr. Bell’s theory is that by the con-
stitution Prince Hdward Island is em-
titled to six members, and the motion
he would have made s that Kings
county should have two instead of
one. He explained that in the Quebec
conference the delegates from the
Island insisted on having six members,
and he belizvad that the intention at
the time of union some years later
was that there should never be less
dhan six. He Dboldly proclaimed that
if the delegates who arranged the
terms had foreseen the reduction they
would have been either knavs or fools
to have accepted it.. He foresees that
reduction may continue until there are
only four and then three, and finally
none at all, which suggests that the
Island is to be depopulated. When
ihis happens there will be great dis-
satisflaction and confederation will be
smashed by the remnants of the popu-
lation. Such is Mr. Bell’s cheerful
outlook. But even these fearful an-
ticipations @&id mnot nerve him up
make an amendment. Apparently/it
would be better to have all these dis-
tressas than fail to gerrymander Prince
Edward Island. So having, as he said,
put “the whole matter in a nutshell,”
Mr. Bell ‘comcluded. It is suggested
that it was a cocoanut shell in which
Mr. Bell puts the whole matter, see-
ing that he was them in the second
hour of his speach when he made the
remark.

Mr. Martin spoke for twemty min-
utes and then Sir Louis Davies, who
had listened somnolently to Mr. Bell,
complained fof M. Martin's long
speech, Sir Louis himself bhaving
spoken praviously about three Yimes
as long. ‘Mr. Mactin made a eclear

statement to show that the present:
' ammangemeat in Prince Edward Island

gave fair expression to public view.
There was no gerrymander, no hiving
of either paxty, no unfair advantage.
‘'All the talk about breaking.. mumici-
pal boundaries which wwere united in
local institutions had no applicatioa to
that province, a9:there were no. county
municipalities there. He wanted’ to
know why Sir Louis, who boasted of
the justice of appointing judges for
Ontario, had mot thought of doing so
in Prince Edward Island, and remind-
ed Sir Wilfrnid Laurier of his own pre-
diction mede Gn 1892 that if ever his
party got a chance they would intro-
duce a measure not founded on Jjus-
tice, Here at least was one pledge
that the government has kept.

Sir Charles Tupper’s amendment,
with the subatance of his gpeech in
support of it, and the premier's reply,
have - already Vin ‘your col-

umnse  The amendment ' affords &'

and party jealousy this solemm du
of arranging comstituemcies. . .

Sin Wilfrid Tatrier in an unfortun-
ate moment claimed ‘that his panty
had always been in favor of handing
this work over to judges, but Dr. Mon-
tague confronted him with an 5
declaration made in 1592 that Sir Wil-
frid Laumier and his party could never:
accept the intervention of judges in
such a matter. H.owever, they pmrbeml
10w to be deing this, and there was
ns rcason why they should not adopt
Slerhg,rles Tupper’s plan.

It was menticned’ in a previous let-
ter that Mr. Paterson had delivered
twice this session 'the same speech
that he ma.de last year. Yestprday, in
reply to Dr, Montague, he delivered it
the third vtime. following his leader in

g | taking the poaition that the first duty
'of'hbeocmtrymtorepea.lmheold

g‘erryma.nderu&'m led 'up to the

ot ﬁW\oe
c:mse the ‘public’ ehould - be tamﬂdm-
with it, and secondly, because Mr.
Paterson rcared so lond’that it must
have reached the public ‘ear by the
direct ‘method. He protested against
Sir Charles Tupper’'s aileged appcal (o
the sernate last year. Though S8ir
Cherles was not accused of repeating
$t this yvear, Mr. Paterson accused him
of dchg £0, becavee he erid that the
orporition lcader adhered to the views
of last session. Mr. Paterson charged
that there were senatcrs in the gallery
Hstening to Sir Charles when he gave
them his instructioms. = There were
also sensators. in the gallery last night
when Mr. Paterson tried a little in-
timidation, and i there were any
others within hialf a mile of him they
aleo were within hearing of his
threats. One queer thing in Mr. Pat-

1 erson’s defence of the bill is his

cladm that bhis own county of Brant
eupht to be rogarded as having  a
population of 38,000.. Dr. Montague
shows that he counts 3,000 Indians for
the purpcse of making a constituency,
while he deprives avary Indian of the
right to vote. A little later Clarke
Waillance gave some account of Mue:
Paterson’s own exploits, when, after
he wds beaten in Brant, he went to
Grey, acocmranied by Mr. Mulock.
He says that Mr. Mulock established
him:gelf in a hotel, where, according to
Mr. Wallace, he consorted iith the
vilest ‘of the vile, and Mr. Paterson
new sits in the house by vintue of cor-
rvopt ‘practices in that electien.

In the furthér discussion Mr. Osler
of Toronto, 4 very moderate man, de-
elared that whatever ‘was the fault
of previous gerrymanders, there was
no question tbat this bill was an at-
tempt to get party advantage.  The
only ‘thing that cculd be said in its
favor ‘was the claim that it redeemed
a’ pledge given by the pariv, hut it
v. %8 the only pledge they thad thought
of redeeming. They promised free
trade, and had increased the pro-
tsction, especially to their own friends.
They promised economy, and had
given the cocuntry the: wildest extrava-
gomce. They promdsed purity, and dur-
irg tbeir whole career as a govern-
ment they had been shielding rascal-
ity.

Take the hbill altogether, it is cer-

tainly na virdication cf the promise to
{ repeal the bill of 1892. As mentioned
above, it leave eastern Orntario as it
wag, because in eastern Ontaric thz
liberal party had an undoupted ad-
! vantage in the bill of 1892F It vear-
' 121 ges western Ontario, where it is
ithought the conservatives may have
nad some advamtage. It leaves liberal
couniies as over-represented, and tory
counties under-represented. It in-
vades districts that the bill of 1892
never touched. It introduces judges
where they can do the government no
harm and leaves them out where they
would interfere with the party scheme.
It establishes county boundaries where
they serve the grit purpose, and
smashes them where they serve the
purpose. . It makes double  member
o nstituercies where that form suits
the party and divides them where a
seat can apparently be gained by the
division. Everywhere it is a ‘partisan
scheme, and a proof that the ministers
are afraid of the corsiituencies which
elected th=m, and are equally afraid
to meke a fair distribution and give
the people an honest chance in  the
coming election. S.-Dbos

OTTAWA, Msrch 10.—The minister
of fnomee and the minister of militia
are still trying to find oui where they
cre at in regard 'to the status and
reyment of the Canadian troops in
Africa, Mr. Fielding bas again as-
sured the house in committee that the
original intention was to pay the men
fifty conts a day while on active sor-
viee, the amount received from the Im-
perial government while the troops are
in Afnica to be deducted. But neither
ke mor Dr. Borden hias been able to
explain how it happened that after this
conclusion was reached regulations
vere made amd . estimates brought in
to pay the men the rate allowed to
the permanent corps, which is only
forty cents a day. Nor have they ex-
plained how it happened that after ail
the miristers agreed to the fifty
cent rate .the department of militia
started iIn to pay at the rate of forty
cents and comdinued that scale until
ihe matter was breught up in the
‘Nouse 1ast week. This will remain a
dark and blocdy mystery to the end
ot the chapter.’

Even 'yet there appears to be mo
regulation determining the amount to
be patd. After o week’s consideration
the winisters have mot fixed up the
matter. Neither are they able to an-
swer Mr. Foster’s question whether
the troops are now regarded as a part
of the permameént ferce of Canada or
as Canadian m#litia on active service.

Yesterday (larke Wallace sprung on
| the ministers another piece jof infor-
mwiation. The government had an-
1ictinced the present intention of pay-
ing the men fifty cemis a day, which

mennt, &8 nesr as could be learned,
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twenty-five cents from Canada and

twenty-five cents from the home gov-

ermment,  Mr, Wallece wanted to know

it this fifty cents was intended to be

in addition to all subsistence charges.

He was told dhat it was.  Then he

esked the minister of militia whether
it were not drue that the shilling a
dey paid by the Impenial govermment
wesS rot subject to deductions for ne- |
cessary anticles of faod and clothing.

The minister had never considered this
questicn. Mr. Wezllace had heard that
sixpence out of the English shilling
was required for necessary living ex-

pensas.  Col. Domville® went a little
ferther and stated that after the Bng-

lish soldier pald his sustenance ex-

penses he omly had two and a half
rtace a day left. Sir Adolphe Caron
thought the surplus was fourpence. As
for the ininister, ha had mo informa-

tion on the subject, and it had not

been brought to his attention. Mean-

while Clarke Wallac2 pressed his point
amd asked the minister to say whe-

ther the fifty cents should be over and
above all living expenses, and whether,
in care the English shilling shou!d be
subject to. -deduction, the Canadian
ellcwance would be (rcreased to meet
that loss. At first this was promised,
but con reflection Mr. Fielding pre-
ferred to take it into comsideration and
escertain tha fact. He will do that
over Sunday.

Meanwhile Mr. McNedll still urged
that Canada should be generous as
well as just to her scldiers, and should
pay them the full fifty cents'a day in
addition to eny allowances the British
government should meke, while Mr.
Bourassa, under the moral suppert of
Mr. Tarte, stifl protested ithat Canada
stwould not pay them anything, but
that Canadians whd chese to fight for
England should be ccntent with Eng-
iish pay. And Mr. McNeill repeated
crce miore his dodignant rejoinder that
Carada was not fighting for England,
but for the wkole Empire.  Mr. Oliver
wants the mwounted men frem the west
to have seventy-five cents 'a day, and
all to Le retid akike. As the matter
stands, the older poiicemen now get
seventy-five cents a day on active
gervice, and tkat scale Mr. Oliver de-
sires to have fixed for all the mounted
men.

Afterward Mr. Oliver raised a new
issué. What about Strathcoma’s
Horse? Lord Strathcona was provid-
ing magnificently for his Horse while
they were in Camada and on the ccean.
He was giving them a splendid equip-
ment, but his connection with the
force ceased when they were delivered
in Afirica. After that they would have
the pay. of an Emglish private soldier
and would get it from the English
government. Mr. Otiver, whiose con-
stituency of Alberta furmishes 130 of
these troopers, thinks that the Cama-
dian government should place  them
while in Africa- on a=m equality with
the other Camadian volunteers. Mr.
Fielding was disposed to regard this
as .a want of confidence in Lord
Strathcona. He . @aid that = Tord
Strathoona was quite willing to take
care of his men, and probably would
pot thamk this parliament for inter-
fering between him and them. But
Mr. Oliver again pointed ouwt that
Lord Strathcona had done his part
when he conveyed the men at his own
expense to Africi. This noble contri-
bution did not involve him in the re-
‘sponsibility of a further contribution
to pay the troops ‘while there. The
statement that such payment would
be an interference had no force, seeing
that the men would receive pay. from
the British government, and he could
pot see why the Canadian govern-
ment were excluded from a share in
the respovnsibﬂlty.

Ambenwa.rds,thm'emgddm
about the horses for ithe second com-
tingent.  Dr. Sproule hears that men
buying horses for this corps wen't about §
offering sixty 2nd. seveniy dollars in
Ontiario and assuring the fammers that
the government would not pay more.
But the minister’'s statements show
that the avemage price was $120 or
moore. It was suggested that some em-
quiry be made to learn who got the
difference. Dr. Borden said that the
‘horses were bought by officers appoin-
ted for fthat purpose, and he could
only explain the confliat of prices by
suggesting that traders had gome am-
ong the farmers, buying them up for
tihe purpose of selling at a profit to
the government. Mr.  Taylor praotest-
ed agaiast the payment of double pri-
ces for wagons, and Dr. Roche of ‘Man-

|

itoba bad a letter from e saddlgt i

i

F\tster them.herdayaskedu
tion in regard to the men

e militia. department of m o
mkeasmﬁcwmeatmm Some

of these appointraeats were = afiter
wards cancelled, and Mr. Foster wan
ted to know the reason. .Antonme

of them the minister of militia mnde i

| answer officially that they wene

ed of appointment in onders of the mth
of  January, this year, “*without the
authority of the minister.” Dr. Bor-
den then continued: “Of thesé offiders,
Lit. Col. Viince and White were remov-
}ed from the list, chiefly on amount of

neens is not an old man and is not the
only one ' selected for. the  special

| seleated for this staff course; he 'was

called upon to report for active ser-
vice; the actually did so report, and it

wias after that when he was notified

that the appointment was canoelled.

Now as to the mindster’s reasons.
He gave lbe same rmeascms in regard
to «Col. Virce as in regard to Col. W.

W. White of Guelph. But Col. White

has a letter from the militia depart-
ment which doss 1nt quite sgree with

“the mipister’s statements. Here is the

Jatter:
“1st February, 1980.
¢ Slir—In reply to your letter of the
“30th ultimo, I am directed by the

“ major general commandirg to inferm -

“you that ycur rame was remeved
“from the list of efficers to undergo
“the staff course at the Royal Mbili-
“*tury Collnge, Kingston, by the hon-
“'crable 'the minister, on the greund
“ that you ‘had of laie taken some ac-
“dive part in j«fitics on behalf of the
" opposition. I have the henor to be,
‘““ your obedient servamt,

‘ Sigred) H. FOSTER, Colonel,
* Chilef Staff Officer.

“Lt. Col. W. W. White.”

That 8 Gen. Hutton's statement of
the reagon why the minister cancelted
the appointment of Cod. White. Some
time before the appointment of Col.
Vince, tihe latter tcok some interest in
the provincial campaign in Carleten
asunty, where he lives. It may be pre-
sumecd that the reascn in bis case is
ithe same. It dees not appear teo be a
gid reason, because the nilitia; is full
of rmen who have taken an active part
in politics ¢n one side or the other.
1t will' be found that Cel. Vince took
no, part whatever after he. warmﬂmd
for aetive service. He u 1
his' military duties and his  polifical
rights too well for 1hat. But it has
never been suggested thet militia men
should be denied the right to engage
n pelitical wctivities. We have al-
ways had colonels and majors and
captains in parliament and the legisla-
tures. The present minister cf militia
is said tc have taken some part in
politics. The present member for
Kirgs, New Brunswick, has been im-
plicated in a like offerce. Col. Hughes,
Col. Tyrwhitt and a dozen others might
be mentioned in this connection. Whege
then is the offence in a man having
taken an active part previous to his
appeintment ¢n staff service?

But how does it happen that the
mimister did not give the house the
same preason that he gave General
Hutton. If he caused the names to be
struck off the list and gave Gemeral
Hutton a political reason for it, why
does he trump up another ome to give
cn the floors of the house in answer
to a parliamentary question? Did the
minigter feel ashamed of the reason
which he put in the mouth of his offi-
cers and which was commumicated to
Col. White? The whole matter Is one
which Dr. Bordan ought to clear up
as soon as possible, At present it
looks as if he had been acting in 2
partisan manner and had been inter-
fering with the military organization
‘to prevent the genmeral from working it
without regard to politics. And then
it looks as if the minister had tried
to deccive the house as to the facts.
It is getting to be time for the minis-
der of militia to give up the pretence
that he is forgetting politics in his
management of the Canadian force.
The fact is that party politics controls
the militia more than it ever did be-
fore. .

Col. Domville is displaying, an en-
-quiring disposition, though his ourios-
ity does not g0 so far as to make him
industrious. He has put on the order
paper questions as to the amount of
.mon2y paid to Sir Charles Tupper
since confederation as minister and as
bigh commissioner. He aiso wants to
know what Sir Charles Hibbert Tup-
per received as minister, and how
much has been paid 'to cemain news-
papers, in forme: years, for printing
and advertising. All these facts are

‘set fortn in ths Blue book, but Col

Domyville seems to be too lagy to look
them up. The Tuppers of course had
the same pay as other ministers, in-
cluding /the additional ones who are
now dn ‘the public employ and who da

“very much less work. The public who

were: served . by Sir Charles Tupper
got value for their money. That is
whiat the recemt employers of Col
Domville would have been very glad
to do.: S. D. 8.

Creamery butter scld at 21 to 82e.
wholesale in Montreal on Saturday.
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