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Germany, the Anglo-Russian agreement of 1907 brought

even more bitter disillusionment than had the Anglo

-

French agreement of 1904, because it was still more

unexpected. The Kaiser felt that, just as he has already

lost one of his trump cards in the removal of the old

colonial jealousies between France and England, he

was again losing another in the removal of the old

Asiatic antagonism between Russia and Great Britain.

So as, in 1905, Germany had made a desperate attempt

to break up over Morocco the Anglo-French imder-

standing before it had had time to consolidate, so, in

1908, a determined attempt was made to smash the

Triple Entente between Great Britain, Fiance, and

Russia. The crisis arose with the formal incorpora-

tion of Bosnia and Herzegovina with the Hapsburg

dominions and the simultaneous proclamation of

Bulgarian independence. I need not dwell here upon

its vicissitudes. Austria-Himgary, who was primarily

concerned, had practically carried her point by diplo-

matic pressure, but this did not satisfy the Kaiser. It

was not enough that Russia, whose military organiza-

tion had not yet recovered from the Japanese war,

should be compelled to abandon the claims she had

rather rashly advanced on behalf of her Slav clients.

The Kaiser insisted upon her public humiliation, and

a scarcely veiled ultimatum was delivered at St. Peter:;-

burg, which at that stage was quite needless except to

advertise Germany's ' Shining Armour '.

The humiliation thus inflicted upon Russia was re-

sented all the more keenly as it struck at the very point

where the policy of the Russian Government most

accurately reflected the sentiments of the whole nation.

There is in Russia as in most other coimtries, and far

more than in any democratic country, a chauvinist


