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appear; it follows then, lliat, all controverfv being pcr-

uiilted, tdUhood will appear the more falfe, and truth

the more true ; which niufl necda conduce much, not A vicioun

only to the confounding of Popery, but to ihc gcntiral I'.ted'lhpose*

confirmation of unimplicit truth,
tr.c:n to inii

The laft means to avoid Popery, i to amend our

lives. It is a general complaint that this Nation, of late

years, is grown more iiumeroudy aad excellivcly

vicious than hercc )rore; pride, luxury, drunkennels,

whoredom, curfing, fwearing, bold and open atheifm,

every-where abounding: where thefe grow, no wonder

if Popery alfo grow A-pace. There is no man fo wicked,

but fometimes his ronfcience will wrinjj him with

thoughts of another world, and the peril of his foul

;

the trouble and melanchoK which he conceives of true

repentance and amendment he endures not, but inclines

rather to fome carnal fuperftition, which may pacify

and lull his confcience with fome more pleafing doc- N. li.

trine. None more ready and officious to offer herfelf

than the Romifti, and opens wide her office, with all

her faculties, to receive him ; eafy confefiion, eafy

abfolution, pardons, indulgences, malfcs for him both

quick and dead, Agnus Dei's, reliques, and the like:

and he, inftead of " working-out his falvation with

fear and trembling," ftrait thinks in his heart (like

another kind of fool than he in the pfalms) to bribe

God as a corrupt Judge; and by his piodtor, fume

prieft, or fryer, to buy-out his peace with money,

which he cannot with his repentance. For God,

when men (in outragioufly, and will not be admoniflied,

gives-over chaftizing them, perhaps, by peftilence,

fire, fwcrd, or famine, which may all turn to their

good, and takes -up his fevered puniflimenls, hardnefs,

befotlednefs, of heart, and idolatry, to their ftna! per-

dition. Idolatry brought the Heathen to heinous
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