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thwir present territory from time immemorial ; that neither the king of

Great Britn n, nor the early settlern of Georgia, nor the state of Ocorgit

after the revolution, nor the United Stales siiico the adoption of the fede-

ral constitution, have acquired any lille to the soil, or any sovereignly

over the* territory ; and that the title to the soil and sovereignty over

the territory have boon repeatedly guaranteed to the Cherokeet, as a

nation, by the United States, in treaticJ* which are now binding on both

parties.

The government of the United Htalcs alleges, as appears t a letter

from the Secretary of War,* dated April, 1029, that Great B/itain, pre-

vious to the rovolution, " claimed entire sovereignly within the limits of

what conslitutcd the thirteen United States ;" that « all the rights of sove-

reignty which Great Britain hud within said states became vested in said

•tatcs respectively, as a consequence of the declaration of indcpsndence,

aiM the treaty of 17C3 ;' thot the Cherokces were merely 'permitted'

to reside on tlicir lands by the United States ; that this permission is not

to be construed so as to deny to Georgia the exercise of sovereignty

;

and that the United States has no power to guarantee any thing more

than a right of possession, till the state of Georgia should see fit to legis-

late for the Cherokees, and dispose of them as she should judge expe-

dient, without any control from the general government.

This is a summary of the positions taken by the Secretary of War
;

and, though not all of them expressed in his own language, they are in

strict accordance with the tenor of his letter.

In my next number, I shall proceed to inquire, What right have the

Cherokeet to the lands tehich they occupy ?

No. 11.

The Cherokees have the same rights as other men—They are not hunters—The/

have sold much good land to the United States—Original extent of their coun-

try—lu present extent—The mere clainw of one party cannot affect the fights

ofanother party—Necessity of examining trcRties.

In my first number I prepared the way to inquire, ' "What right have

the Cherokees to the land^ which they occupy? This is a plain question,

and easily answered.

The Cherokees are ijuman beings, endowed by their Creator with the

same natural righu as other men. They are in peaceable possession of

a territory which they have always regarded as their own. This terri-

tory was in possessi' • of their ancestors, through an unknown scries of

generations, and has couie down to them with a title absolutely unin-

cumbered in every respect. It is not pretended, that the Cherokees have

ever alienated their country, or that the whites have ever been in posses-

lion of it.

If the Cherokeea are interrelated as to their title, they can truly say,

* See Appendix-


