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and h,s force of character even then was such that he
compelled the most light-minded to respect him and his
ways. Nor would he stand any frolicsome cruelty to
dumh animals. " He stood forth," says Mr. Russell,
'as the champion of some wretched pigs which it was
the custom to torture at Eton Fair on Ash Wednesday,
and, when bantered by his school-fellows for his
humanity, offered to write his reply in good round hand
upon their faces.- This is the sort of a boy whom
even school-boys must admire.

The merits of the system of education and of dis-
ciplme adopted at Eton have been the subject of much
cnticsm and complaint. The education given there is
said by some commentators to consist of nothing but
Latin and Greek, and of these superficially taught, and
without any attempt to instruct the learners in'mathe-
matics, physics, or metaphysics. I shall not attempt to
go into the subject further than to accept it as highly
probable that Eton is, or was in Mr. Gladstone's
school-days, a place where a boy who loved learning
could acquire as much knowledge as he wanted, but
where a boy disinclined for severe studies was left free
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enough to indulge his indolent inclinations. A man
of eminent authority was once asked whether a boy
would be looked down upon at Eton for being indus-
trious in his studies. The answer was significant:
" Not if he could do something else well." Such a
school would probably suit the peculiar mind and tastes


