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aoiitety) and exercise rightd. Life nmst hate a fC^A^ tf9/8ef

to fblnl its high commission. Ttiere are various ways of
occupying it,—of wasting its opportunities, and consamliig
its powers ; but there Is only one way of devotitfg it to Hs
divine end. It is a serious thing to live, and it Itf of etemid
moment what we live fbr and how we spend ofir om lifi,

God's glory is the true end 6f man, and not to seek it ia a
))erver8k>n of being and a sacrilegious robbery of God.

8XaOMI>*--THB OHKISTIAK'b DEATH.

" To die is paiti." There is something peculiarly Olirte-

tiAh in such ft View of dCiith, for death, viewed in itself, is

ft|>palling. It Is 80 tfinattiral, so distressing, that our nature
aDhors it. None of us should ever choose to die simply for

the 6ake of dying, ^or,

^ Ooine in iM^tevdr Ibnn, O ! Death,~
And thou art te^ble,—the tear, the groan, ttat knell^
Thq ndl, tbe.bler, and all we know or dream
Ortbli^ <rfaK<m7, Is thine."

It is because of its issued that good men lote t^ die ; be-
cause there h another life beyond the grave, an eternal life

With Jeiitis. It was this view of dying that drew ftom John
Foiiter the eloquent remark i **What a superlatively grand
afad cofisoltng idea is that Of death ! Without this radiftUt

idea, this delightful 6tAr, indicating that the luminary of
eternity Was aTOut to rise, life in my opinion would darken
into miduight melancholy. 01 the eicpeotation of living

her^ and ii^ng thus always, would be a prospect of over-

whelming despair ; but thanks to that decree that doomd us
to die, thanks to that Gospel which opens a vision of endless

life, aud thanks above all to that Saviour who has |>romiscd

idt Qouduct the faithf\il through death to the Paradise be-

yond, ihc sick room of the dying believer is on the threshold

of Heaven.** Sublime is such a view of death. How sweet
to lie down in death with all the consciousnesf* of imperfec-

tion which accompaUies the most holy in this life I FOr Sucb
a sinful creature thus to* lie down in the cradle of the dying
body, rocked to sleep by a Saviouc*s love, and then toW^
^U iu' the light and perfection and oceaU splendor o^f

gli(»t¥,^^ ! if this be dying, to die is infinite, infinite ga^.
AJia this is the view which the Apostle wishes US to takCt'^
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