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478 Marvels of Insect Life.

nnliA- tlu- absunlitv "I il> a,ti..n an>l h(t ,.ff. If such ix snbstitntr.l .tH was alr.-n.lv

,„„visi„n,-<l hut n.>t .l..^.•.l in. un.l tlu- nest taken away was b.'Rinn.nK t.> be 1,1 .<

with lu.nev an.l pnll.n, the b.r woulil continue to pour provisions mto the lull

nesl an.l ihiisli bv lasinj; an i%ti vWw th.re was .m.' alr.'ady.

It should be explain.'.! Imw Kabr.' was able to effe.t th.se alterations ol th.

positions .,f n.sts. In the or.linarv course th.-y are attach.'.l t., ro.ks, an.l to attempt

to separate th.-m fioni th.ir base w.uil.l almost .ertainly ruin the wlu.le structure,

an.l w.,ul.l at l.-ast mak.' it .lihicult ami p.rhaps imp.issibl.. t.i re-attach th.'in in

such a wa\- as would n.it vitiat.' the exp.riment by cn-atiiif; saspici.m or aversion.

One particular species of mason-bee with which Kabre experimented buil.ls its nests
^

on small boulders brouf,'lit d.)wn by th.'

Khonc m flood and scattered alonf; its

hor.'s. Some .)f these were not too

largo to be handled, and these Fabrc

vari.'d in position to suit his puriiose.

Where it is possible to .lo so. the

son-b.'e selects an annle .if tlii' r.nk.

as shown in our photof;raplis on pagi' 4;.).

It is .jbvioiis that such a position .gives

;reater security. The bee's object, no

.l.nibt, is to securo the firmer hol.l that

the angle atY.jrds. and the consequent

economy of lab.iur and material ;
bat

th.re is the furth.'r advantage that the

bl.ib of cement is less .ibtrusive in such

a situati.m than if attached to a plane

siirfa.-.' from wlii.h it stands out. an.l

is therefore less likely t.i be n.itic.l by

a p.issible enemy. \Ve have elsewh.'.e

commented upon the wonderful industry

displavcd by the nuid-daub.'rs in accu-

mulating the r.'lativ.'h' enorm.ius .pian-

tity of clav or niu.l r.'.iuire.l for one

.)f th.'ir daubs, but it must be a.lmitt.'.l

that the industry of the mason-h.'c is

greater. The mud-dauber sel.'.ts m.iist

mat.rial whi.li she knows will drv int.i a hard, stony mass. The mason-bee us.'s

.Iry. gritt\- stuff tliat has to b.' iiu.ist.'ned grain by grain with her .iwn a.lhesiv.'

saiiva b.'f."ire sh.' .'an .arrv a l.ia.l to the scene of her building oporati.ms.

Alth.Migh tlu' hard .-.'in.nt of tlu' niason-bc sufhces to prote.t the contained

gnib or clirvsalis'agaiiist .'xti m.'s .,f temp<'ratine. it .hies not ensure immunity

from the attacks .'f para>it.'s, who ea' up the provisions an.l starve the grub, or I'ven

.'•It th.' grub its.'lf On.' of tlies,' parasiti.'al intruders is the beetle tncli.)d.'s,,wliicli

w.' hav.' .U'scrib,-.l in a previous arli.le (see page .jio). H.ith .\rist..tle and Pliny

des.rilx' tlu' h.in.-\-lx'e as taking th.' precaution, when having to Hy home 111 a strong


