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venofable institutions—here, there are no aristocratic elements hajlowod by time or

bright deedi^—hero, every man is the first settler of the 'and, or removed fix)m the

first settler one or two generations at the farthestr—here, we have no architectural

monuments calling up old associations—here, w have none of those old popular

legends and stories which in other countries have exercised a powerful share in

the Government—hero, every man is the son of his own works. (Uear, hear!)

Wo have none of those influences about us which elsewhere have their eflbct upon

Government, just as much as the invisible atniosi)here itself tends to influence

life, and animal and vegetable existence. This is a new land—a land of young

pretensions, because it is new—because classes and systems have not had time

to grow hero naturally. We have no aristo(jracy, but of virtue and talent—which

is the best aristoci-acy, and Ls tiie old and true meaning of the term, (Hear, hear !)

There is a class of men rising in these colonics superior iu many respects to others

with whom they might bo comjiared. "What I should like to sec is—that fair

representatives of the Canadian and Acadian aristocracy should be sent to the foot

of the Throne with that scheme, to obtain for it the Royal sanction—a scheme not

susgested by others or imposed upon us—but one, the work ofourselves, the creation

of our own intellect, and of our own free, unbiassed, untrammelled will. ' should

like to see our best men so there, and endeavor to have tliis uior.'^ure carried

through the Imperial Parliament—going into Iler Majesty' rosbnce, ;ind by their

manner, if not actually by their Kpcech, saying
—"During ^Mur Majesty's reign we

have had Ilcsponsiblc Government conceded to us; wo have lulniinislcred it foi

nearly a quarter of a century, during which, wc have under it doubled our popu-

lation, and more than quadrupled our trade. The small colonies which your

anoastors could hardly see on the map, have grown into great communities-

A great danger htus arisen in our near neighborhood; over our homos a cloud hangs

dark and heavy. We do not know when it may burst. With our strengtii we arc-

not able to combat against the storm, but what wc can do, wc. will do cheeriully

and loyally. Wo want time to grow; we want more ])eoplo to fill our country-

more industrious families of men to develope our resources ; wo want to increase our

prosperity ; we want more extended trade and commerce ; wc want nunc lund tilled

-more men established through our wastes and wildernesses ; we, of the Uritish

North American Provincas, want to be joined together, that if danger comes, wa
may support each other in the day of trial. AVe come to Your Majesty, who lifts

given us liberty, to give us unity—that wo may preserve and perpetuate our free-

dom ; and whatsoever ohartor, in th<; wisdom of your Majesty and of your Par-

liament you give us, we shall loyally obey and observe, as long as it is tlie pleasure

of your Maj«isty, and you" sucoessors, to maintain the connection between Great

llritain and these Colonies." ,

An opponent of every kind of sectionalism, Mr. McGee is accus-

tomed to say that ho neither knows nor wishes to know wiiere the

boundaiy is which divides Upper from Lower Canada. To him the

whole is Canada. Rather than occupy himself in discovering boun-

daries, he would work hard to remove the pickets which separate

the British Provinces from one another, that he might strengthen the

barriers which protect them from the American States, lie would

weld them together by such bonds as love forges when he desires to

fuse indissoluble ties. Therefore it is that he advocates a policy of


