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Under thcfe advantages, the colonies have hither-

to flouriflied beyond example. They have become
populous, both by natural increaie) and the yearly

innux of foreigners, the fure indications of a happy

country^ and chey have become rich, by pra6ticitig«

at their eafe, the peaceful arts of agriculture and

commerce. And w^re they to purfue the fame path

which has brought them thus far, there is no doubt

but they would go on to flourifh and profper in the

iiBone proportion, till, in procefs of time, they would
cxite either the admiration or envy of the whole hu-

man ra^c. The advice therefore ofMoses to a peo-

ple highly favoured of Heaven, is juftly applicable

to them *, and nothing could be wanting to their hap-

pinels, but hearts to follow it^ ** Only take heed to,

*'
^hfiffi %^ ^9 ^^ ^^P ^^y ^0^^ diligently, left

*' thou forget the things which thine eyes have fcen,

^< and left they depart from thipe heart, all the days
!^« of thy life."

But a far different profpe&,at this time,prefents it-

ielf to view. The darknefs of a rifing tempeft is be-

ginning to overipread our land. The thunder roars

at a distance, and appears to be fwiftly approaching.

It is high time therefore to awaken the thoughtlei^

to a fenfe of their danger, and to thinl; of providing

ibr our common fafety. ' ^ ^^^ *^ - - ^^-l-
•

^- There is, there can be, but one way to prevent the

^in that threatens us. Our own miicondu^t has

brought it fbrwar«ii ; and our immediate reformation

muft^Kop it pro^refs. He muft be blind, that is not

convinced of this; and he n^ft be infatuated, that

will purfue the road, which evidently terminates in,

darknefs and deftrudtion.
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