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AMERICAN EX:pOSE. s

the oppfations of the war, tho^v had obtained tlie

miliUry jiosscssion of an imi>ortiin^ part of I ho
state of Massachusflts, wliich, it was known,
could never be tlie subjecl of a cession, eonsist-

©ntly with the honor and faith of the Anierioaii

governnipnt.* Thus it is obvious,' thut Great
Britain, neither regarding ** the prineijilis of u
perfect reeipro( ly," nor Ihe iiile of her own
practice and professions, has indulgt^d pretensions,

which could only be heard, in order <o be rejec-

ted. The alternative, either vindicHvely to pro-

tract the war, or henouablj to end it, has been

fairly given to her option ; bat she waiits iho

magnanimity to decide, while her apprehensions

are awakened, for the resuit of the eonfjjress at

Tienna, and her hopes are flnttered, by fho
schemesofconqoest in America.
There are periods in tlic tran'^aetions of every

country, as well as in the life <»f every individuaiv

when self-exanii«jalion becomes a duty of the
highest moral obi illation ; when tfie govf/inment
of a fr»*e people, driven from the pa(h of peace,

and baffled in every effort to regain it, may resort,

for consolation, to the conscious rectitude of its *

Ijrieasures. and when an appeal to manklad foun-
ded upon truth and justice, cannot fail to engago
those sympathies, by which even nations are 1e*l

to participate in the fame and fortunes of each
other.—The United States, under these impres-
sions, are neither insensible to the advantages,
nor to the duties of their peculiar situatioD.

They have but recently, as it wf re, establisiied

Iheir independence ; and the volume of their na-
tional history lies open, at a glance, to every eye,

*See t^ic Bote of the British commissioners, dated the
21st ot Octobe-^ 1814 ; the note <^f the American com-
missioners, dat.% the 24tli of October, 1814; and the
note of the British commisuoners, dated the SUi of Oc^
%<3i3?ir, IS14.
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