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mitre than one reason for this. Here

it was impossible for travelers to evade

the payment of duty by making a detour

and striking the trail further inland, for

these narrow gorges at the summit are

the only possible trails through which

the country can be reached. At Lake
Bennett, on the other hand, the trail

is not so well defined, and the gold

seeker can and perhajis did get past the

officials without their knowledge. More-

over, the move was locally regarded by
Americans as a step towards the assertion

of Canada's claim to the possession of

Dyea and Skagway, the two important

points on the coast toward which most of

national boundaiy as shown in the map oii

this page.

The actual value of the land in dis-

pute, of course, is insignificant compared
to the importance of the seaport privi-

leges that Canada Would secure by such

an accession. It would also give Great

Britain an open seacoast for her great

northwest territories, and weaken the

United States by taking away its exclu-

sive jurisdiction north of the fifty fourth

degree of latitude. Through this gate-

way an immense amount of supplies as

well as immigration for the Canadian

Northwest Tenitorj- now goes through

American hands.

r


