
INTKODlCnoN TO TIIK EN(;MSI1
TKANSI,ATION

WiiKV till' (iiilili.slicrH sftit nif a copv of I'mfosMor Vulp'iis's ni(>noi.'rajili,

uskiii<; 111!' t(i litid KonitMini' fo tninnliitc it into Kiii.'li.sli, it whm the first tinio

tliat I hud t'lijiiM'i] tlic |i|f(iHiiic of turning; ovc,- its piic^cs Tlii- ffiitiirr tbiit

numt iiiiprt'ssvd me on this fust |mtusu1 was the wt'ahh of liiiiical ohscrva-

tion vividiv iccoidcd in the jiliotofjiaphic ilhistrations. 1 f.'lt tliat on this

ground :iloiic th<' hook was one that clainii'd a wide tircidation arnonj;

mi^dical tfaders in Knjjhsh-speakin^; coimtrics. A closer stiidv of the book

made nil' fci'l that a j;ood Knt:hsh translation was uri;cntlv called for. Of

the ever-widenin;: hi>rizon of medicine, there is no part that has of late

extended more sirikinKly than that occupied by infantile paralysis.

The broad and scholarly spirit in which the author has conceived and

performed his task renders the w(trk almost as interesting to the physician

as It IN to the sMfi^eoii, Indeed, the present translation cannot fail to confer

a sifiiial benefit on the f)rofession by doin^ much to explain to physicians

the aims of the surj^eon in his efforts to diminish the tendency to deformity

in the earlier, and to overcome or mitifiate established defoniiitv and

disability in the later, period of this disease.

To th" suip'on the full and critical consideration i,'iven to the various

instrumental and operative measures as applied at tlie present day cannot

fail to be of jrreat service, both absolutely and as it compares with works
relatin^j to the same subject already published in the Enjjlish language.

The historical chapter and those whicli deal with the pathology and
aetiology of the disease may make us pause and ask whether the harsh

mercies of surgery may not some day be replaced by the gentler remedies

of medicine
;
that, when the aetiology of the disease is thoroughly knoxvn.


