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Buy the Star
Use the Star

and Have Comfort

THE STAR in stock in
Six, Nine, Twe.ve, Fif-
teen, Eighteen, Twenty-
Four and Thirty Inch.

FULL LI1INE WRAPPING PAPERS.

Butchers' Straw, Butchera' Manilis, Fine Manillés, Browns and Grey3
Vegetablo Greaso Proof Parchments for Dairy Use, ol sizos.
Heavy, and the Special Bluo Lined for Sugar. Millinery Bags and Hat Bigs, Canly Cups,

Wau also have Waxed Papars Mandia and White. Genuine
Twinor and Twino lolders, including patont TAKE UP. Bags, Light and
Candy Boxes, Shot Bags &e.

The Consolidated Stationery Ce., Ld.

41 PRINCESS STREET, WINNITEG, MAN

The Part Taken by India in Feeding
the World

Avything about India i3 interesting at
present.  C. Wond Davis has the following
paper in the Minneapolis Northwestera Mil-

er:

Prior to 1670, oxports of wheat from Iadia
had been of small volume, not so much, how-
over, becauge” of meagre preduction, orthe
rates of exchango, as from the datauco of tha
producing districts from tho great seaports
and the tucidence of taxation. While in no
year prior to 1873 hud the exports exceeded
2,000,000 bushels, yot, with the abrogation
of the export duty in thav year, the synch.
ronous extension of railways into the pro-
ducing districts, and the completion and
utitization of the Suez route, the ‘*‘ryot”
was able to command a better priceo for his
grain, and thus securo the monoy required
to pay the ‘<lend-rout tax.” exacted by In-
dia’s one landiord—the B itish-Indian gov-
ernment. Though tue exportation of wheat
was stimulated snd gradually increasad by
the causes named, probably one of the most
potent factors in developing Indian expor-
tation of the bread-making grain, was the
cumplotion of the Suez canal. This greatly
reduced the time required toreach the cot-
sumivg populations, tbereby diminishing
both interest and insurance accounts, aud
enabling the merchants to tun over to the
grower a far greater proportion of the Barop-
ean price. It is possible, aud even probablo,
that the continunus fall an tho exchange val-
ue of tho rupee had an appreciablo etfect in
stimulating exports, by givicg the ladian
merchant tho safo margin following from a
constant tondency of exchauge in the one.
direction, but, after all, the increase of iu-
dia exports 1s more largely due to the ryot’s
necessity for money with which Wi meet the
increasing imports, than to all other causes
combived. ¥or 8,000 years, the Indian peas-
ant has found these imports increasingly
burdensoms, and tho difficulty of securing
the funds with which to meet tnem, greater
and greater. ’

While wheet exportation increased ina -

practically continuous manner (up to 1891)
sinca the first line of rails was laid to the
wheat-growing districts, there is no evidence
that wheat production has ipereased, in apny
degroo whatever, sinco 1870, Ia fact, while
ofiicial date regarding the production prior
to 188t aro lacking, there is abunaant evi-
devco that veitter the acreage undor wheat,
nor the volume of production, Las shown
any in 80 years, and thers is much reason to
believe that the acres now employed, number
ro more than those of half & century since,
and probably 1o more then in 1797. Ivis
clear that acro yields have not increased, in
800 years, if we can rely wupon the revenue
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the governmont for the time b2ing. has beon
thie nltimate and universal landlord, no mat-

ter how many intermediavies there moy have

““beon, and the *land-rent tax" has, untl the

latter haif of the British period. beon uni-
forinly paid in kind. That is, the goveru-
ment has taken as such *‘land-vent tax™ 2
given proportion ~usually a very large pro-
portivn—of the product.  More recentiy. tho
British have substituted a monoy payment,
but such paymonts are still bated, in their
amount—that is the rontal of each particular
tract—on what the rovenue oflicials of tha
district determiue to by the average produe-
tive power of tho tract. ‘I'heso asses:mewnts
aro made with extraordinory care—that the
greatest rovenue vossible shall be obtained —
by sp:cial revenue officials, and with thouse
of many hundreds of past years, aro acces-
sible in the village records.

Records of the time of Akbar—India’s
greatstatistician and historiau, Sir W. W,
Hunter tolls us—show thdt land which then
gavo yiolds of wheat averaging 19 bushels av
acre, now gives yiolds of no more than 14
bushels. Akbar hrs generally been credited
with being the most enlightened aud liberal
of India’s rulers, aud itis possible that he
may have been tov liberal in estimatiug the
revenue-bearing capacity of these tracts.
‘The character of this greav and liboral ad-
ministrator wonld lead us te beliove that
such might have been the cate, as we fiad
him decreeing that * there saall bo left fo-
every man who caltivated his land as mucl
as he requires for his own support till the
next crop can be reached, uud thab of his
fanmily, and for seed. ‘This mach shall bs
loft him. What remains i3 land-tax, and
shall go to tho public treasury.”

'his i3 a» much clearer exposition of the
single-tax theory—aad a practical ono—:han
has ever emanated from itz more modern ex-
ponents, aud we are- safo in assumipg that
Akbar and his ministers charged “‘ali that
tho trafiic would bear.’” The British have
refined upon Akbar’s processes by takingas
much in money when the crop is a [ailure as
he did in tho most prolific years. At the
same time, .hore i3 reason to believe that
sacre yields in Todia are gradually declining,
outside the irrigated districts, as tertilization,
if over practised, has become @ lost art. Io-
dian cultivators know neithor the pig nor
tho horse—thers is not a cart horsein all
ludia, excopt such a3 are employed in mli-
tary operations—and the droppings v« cattle
are used as fuel, instead of being returned to
tho land. Even tho towos and cities depend
largely upon this source for fuel. Therefore,
it i3 safe to coaclude, from knowa con-
ditions, that thero has been no inereaso of
acre yields in 1ho last 800 years: I hold this
belief, though I bave long been convineed
that lards of fair fertility do not deteriorate,
even wheon comstantly cropped without fer-

returns, Always and everywhere, in India, | jlization, with anything like the rapidity

go erally telioved,  Iadin, itsolf, affords,
with Ilzypt. prcbibly the best posssblo avi.
denco that deterioration is alwways slow upon
lands of fair dopth aud average fertility.
In some Indian districts, lards are known to
have been cropped for more than 2,000 years,
yot appear to give as good ¢rops of cotton as
before the Mohammedan invasion. Thisis
notably true of the chocolate-colored cotton
landsof tho central plateau, whero neithe~
fertilization ncr icrigation has been resorted
to. The:e facts aro interesting in them-
selves, and doubly 8o when thoeir bearing up-
on American agriculture ia onnsidered.

‘T'ho datn in relation to Indian whest pro-
duction and exportation. used in conrecticn
horowith, hava all besn derived from official
sources, and Indian agricultural statistics
are excepiionaliy reliable, being ‘derived al-
most wholly-—outside of Bangal and the na-
tive states—{rom village revenue records,
These, with data in relation to population
from decennial censuses, shaw that, while
that the population of India has, in recent
poriods, iucreased at a rate oxceoding L per
cont. per avnum, the cuitivated acreags in-
creaws by loss than } par ceat..per anaum,
the result heing that population preszes up.
ou the meaud of anbsistones, with evarin.
creasing weight.  Among pooples of Eirop-
eau liacage. tho belisf is'general that rice is
tho stuple fnnd of all the Iedian papulativns;
but. nothuug could bo further (rom the mark.
The Sorghums, both saccharine and non-.sac-
charine, imlleta, and various pulses form the
staple foods of ladia, and that great popu-
lation may be called & millet-eating oi.0, as
the sorghums are usually known as millets,
Half a century ago. Elphinstone, in his *Ia-
dia,” stated: **The yrincipal food of the
penple of northern Hindostan is wheat, and
in the Dackan, jowar aud bajra. Rice, as a
general article of subsistence, is ¢rnficed to
Bengal and a part of Bahar, with the low
country along the sea all around the coast of
the poninsula. In most parts of India, 1t is
only used as o luxury,”

Thero is little reason to believe that thiro
has been a waterial change in Indian die
tacics since this governor of tho greatest o:
Indian presidencies told us: “Barley i3 litf
tle caten, and oats, till lately, weré un-
known; bLut there are several smaller sorts of
grain, such as millett. Maize (5,442,000
acres were grown in Judia in 1898) is a good
deal grown, * * There are many
kinds of pulse, of which there is great con-
suroption,

Since the days of Elphinstone, great pop-
ulations bave been brought under British-
Indian domiunion, aud the proportion con-
suming *‘jowsr' (sorgum vulgare) and bajra,
and other millots, hkas doubtless incressed,
and it is possible that the proportion of wheat
enters, as well as of rico eaters, haa some-
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