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DRAPTING -qTýtTUTES.-ThOge who pass criticismns upon the
form in which statutes of modern times are drafted in their.
final shape will find tnuch to-interest and support them in the
remarks of the Court of Appeal recently in the case of Rc.r v.
7'empler. The Act in question was the WVorkinen's Compensa-
tion Act, 1897-an enactinent designed by its promoters to avoid
litigation. Lord Justice Vaughan Williams expressed the
opinion that the «tords of the statute were so ambiguous, or,
rather, so equivocal, as to be equally consistent with both of the
rival constructions which had been put forward. Lord Justice
Farwell said that he could see nîo reason for preferring either the
one or the other o? the two rival constructions, and that lie was
only ton glad to acquiesce in the decision of tbe Divisional Court.
No blame eau be laid at the door of the Parliamentary draft8-
man for many of the section of Acta which it is impossible to
elucidate with any certainty. Bis are so altered and amended
in their course through Parliament that they bear but a âmall
resemblance to the origInal draft, while in other cases legisiation
by reference assista to bring about difficulties. It seems a pity
that some form of final revision cannot; be adopted before the
ineasurea are placed on the statute book.-Law Tirnes.

On the 2nd inst. there wasi received i the Middle Temple the
ancient practice of holding moots in the Hlall after dinner dur-
ing term time. More tlîan 200 years ago the practice was com-
mon, and fornied part of the regular course of the training of a
young barrister, but nt the beginning of the eighteenth century
it fell into disuse. This revival o? the moot is due to the energy
and enterprise o? Dr. B3lake Odgcrs, K.C., the Director of Legal
Education, who is Lent Reader at t.he IMiddle Temple. Hie
arranged the mont with a committee of studenta a.nd barristers,
and ail the ancient ceremonial w~as observed. After the even-
ing meal, attended by members of the society in Hall, the mnoot
began. The Masters of the Bench who took part in the nioot
were Dr. Blake Odgers, K.O., in the chair, Mr. English Harri-
son, K.O. (Chairman of the General Counciil of the Bar), and
Mr. Muir Mackenzie (Official R.eferee). There were also pre-
sent Mr. H. D. Greene, K.C., (ex-Treasurer), Mr. Ocott Fox,
K.C. (Chancellor o? the County.Palatine of Durhaim), And other
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