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the provinces, to legisiate with respect ta stnch
Work, eîther before or after its execution.

,rhis does flot mean that such declaration of the
Parliament of Canada voids the prior valid legisia-
tion of the Province respectlng the work, but unly
that afrer such declaration, the provinc.ial legisia-
ture can legisiate no further respecting such work,
vvhich connes thereafter under the juriadiction of
the Dominion Parliarnent, Nor does it niean that
the Dominion Parliament can properly legislate 80
as ta prevent the execution, cornpletion, or opera-
tion of any such lino of railway. ev'en after niaking
snch a declaration as aforesaid ;for the deciaration
is that the work, not the stoppage of the work, in
for the general advants.ge of Canada, etc., and it
%vould be nothing but bad faith and trickery of the
worst kind ta make a solemn deciaration of that
kind and then falsify it by stopping the wor<.

Indéed no sucb action ever lias bcen or could or
woold be taken by Parliament. Whenever Parlia-
ment has made sucb a declaration, the railway bas
been continued and operated under Dominion
iaws. The Canada Southern Railway in O>ntario
is a notable example of this, It was first char-
tered by the Ontario Legisiature tu run front a
point on or'near the Niagara River ta a point on
or near the Detroit River, and was eviden';ly
intetided ta forai part of a throughi lne connecting
t;ie States of New York and Michigan, yet the Act
'vas flot disallowed. It wvas clearly not considered
tu be ulira vires. The sam 'e lias happened in several
other instan. ýs whiclh I cannot at present name.
If, therefore, the Manitotia Legislature should
charter a railway ta run to the border, even
though the promotrr oxpected and intended ta
forai at connection there with some Anierican road,
the Act 'vould flot be uilfra vires, and its disa!low.
;ince by the Dominion Government could flot be
put on that ground. Neither could it be put an
tho ground that the contract Nwithi the ('anadian
I'aciflc Railway Comnpany requires sucb disallow-
ance, for as ta the aId Province o! Manitoba, it
tioca not and could flot require it ; though the case
'vould be ditferent in the added territory.

Trhis point, bowever, dox.a rîot corne withmn the
range of my subjeut, which is limited ta *the
li. X. A. Act. I might remark, however, whilst kaep.
f ng stric(ly ta my subject, that under the B, IN. A.
Act it would flot be possible for the Dominion Par-
lia=ent, aven if It tried, ta legislate aiaay thle right
(.! any province conferred upan it by the B. N. A.
Act In the case of the C. P. R. Ca. Parliament
han r.ot, as 1 say, even attempted ta legislate away
any of Manitoba's rlghts. Upon what pretoxt,
thon, hais thse Dominton Goverament repeatedly
<disellowed Act% of the Manitoba Legisiature char-

tering railways to, the border in the aid Province?
Simpiy this, that they have the power ta do it
under the B. N. A. Act, wi'S1 or without assigning
any roason ; and the only reasont assigned la, that
such linos wouid be competitors --ith the C. P. R,;
and that it in for the generai advantage of the
Dominion ta, protect the C. P. R. frorn snch cont.
petition for at ieast a limiteci period, Ta discuis
the sufflciency of this reason, whether the Do.
niinion Governiment are justified in acting on it as
they have done, would bo a question of politics
and bevond the scope of this series of letters.
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