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Mdnttrj ihlngi often produce no good, and the most
ttozioiie no evil. Abetract vloe, howerer, may be and
often ii, engendered in idleness ; thongh the moment
it beoomei eiBoient it must auit its oradle and cease to

be idle. In monasteriea ana oonyents, therefore, all

who admit onr nature to be radically oorrupt will ez-
peet to find the seeds and roots of evil to abound^to
be feeble in their strei^^ owing to a restricted mode
of lifb, and the want ox spaoe for expansion and ex-
ercise—still to abound in luxurianoe and variety.

Amidst this evil of monastic seclusion, there is no
substantial good to compensate or counteract it. Ad-
mitting it to have some salutary influence on those

who submit to it, *'not b^ constraint but willingly,

not for Ulthy Inore, but with a ready mind," that in-

fluence reaches not beyond a verv narrow circle.

There are undoubtedly some to be found in all ages

and in most countries, who have experienced all the

calm delight and satisfiEtction they expected and pro-

fessed—whose feelings have been raised and sept

above the world by perseverance in strict and solemn

devotion—who have ** sat in heavenly places/' and

have partaken of emotions and eigoyments beyond
the power of language to describe. All this is possi-

ble, and by no means improbable.

But how narrow has been its widest range, and

bow insignificant its greatest influence on society!

Private and sednded devotion is of infinite value as

the main spring, the moving cause, of an active piety

and a wide spreading beneficence : but such piety us

this—never coming forth into public action, and

scarcely known by the mass of mankind to exist—is

as restricted in its social infiuence, as it is productive

of personal superstition, and surrounded and sustain-

ed 17 local corruption. Were this piety in itself as

nndefiled as its names and pretensions would imply-

were it always the vestal inviolable devotion which it


