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ceiTary to feciire that ; the caufe of their rafli

and bold attempt upoii it.

This they firft attempted immediately after

the treaty of Jix la Chapelie, when they

fent 500 men to the Oho under Mr. Celeron

in 1749. But not fucceeding then, and be-

ing drove from it by the Indians, they have

been fecuring their v/ay to it ever fince. For

this purpofe they rebuilt and ftrengthned the

fort of iVJf^^^r^ in 1751, the key to all their

defigns, \nd efpecially to the Ohio. At the

fame time they gave great encouragement to

all that would fettle any where on lake Erie,

and planted many of their difbanded foldiers

and others there at that time. Thefie were

fettled chiefly about Detroit, the river of the

Miamis, and Sandojki, on the weft end and

fouth fide of that lake, convenient to the In-

dians ; for a trade with whom it was

imagined thofe places were chiefly feated.

But the French court feem to have other

views. Finding our people encreafe and mul-

tiply daily on the river Ohio, they fent a party

of men to take poflefTion of that river in

1753, and cut ofl^ all our farther prcgrefs in

North America, and communication with all

the natives in it, by that ftep,
'

By this means they have already carried

their grand point in view, and accomplifhed

their


