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fehgth countenanced by the intereft of Qoeen

Ifabella, who raifed money on her jewels to

carry it ihiio execution. Accordingly, in

1492, the adventurous Columbus fet fail with

three Ihips. In croflihg the Atlantic, his

crew, full of apprehenfions of danger in a vaft

unkrioWii ocean, efpecially from the circum-

iiance of the va^riatibn of the compafs, which

Was now firft obferved, broke out into a mu-

tiny i happily, however, it fubfided, when,

at the end of thirty-three days, they difco-

vefed lahdi which proved to be the Bahama

tflands. Thefe Columbus at firft hoped to'

be a part of the Indies he was in queft of

(foi^, tho' he poflibly had an idea of the fphe-

rical figure of the earth, he was certainly igno-

rant: of its dimehfidns, and confcqueri'tly of the

greaji" fpace (lill betfween him and the wifhed-

for country): but foon finding his miftal^e,

Ke fteered to the fouthwai"d, and fell in with

Cuba ahd Hifpaniola ; whence he returned to

Spain, but not without fomc f^mples of gofd

to be' rhet with in the latter, ahd gaining a

flight knowledge of other illands. ^

This profperous voyage procured Colum-

bus, not only the moft honourable reception

and higheft applaufe, but alfo a fpeedy equip-
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