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WellH, who liiul spent the whole summer in examiniiij;' the countiy
about the llei^^ht of Land and Lac des ;Mine Lacs. The lull Univ^
now tar advanced, the parties were <,n'a(huilly witlidrawn, such of

tliem as we had left at the Lake of the Woods returning (july in the
beginning of November.

To sum up, the explorations and surveys were thus continued, un-
interruptedly, for three summers and two winters. Tiiere were gene-
rally three well-appointed parties sinndtr leously at work, in ditfer-

ent sections, and, whether at Lake Superior ov the Lake of the Woods
—the one a swampy and the other a hilly region—they always
availed themselves of the aid of the natives, wliose occupation of

hunting, pursued from youth to age, within particular areas, rendered

their Ljcal knowledge of the greatest value.

A considerable period of time has now elapsed since the oper-

ations of. the lied Kiver expedition were brought to a close, and
since that time there has been no further exploration whatever in

the country between Lake Superior and the lied lliver Settlement,

so that such of our preliminary lieports as have been pul)lislied are

the only sources of information generally available.

Having thus briefly alluded to the surveys and explorations

made by me, or under my direction, I proceed to describe the dif-

ferent sections of the country in detail, pointing out, as concisely as

possible, the works and improvements required, and the reasons

for adopting particular lines of route or starting points.

For the sake of convenience, in description, the country between

Lake Superior and the lied liiver Settlement may properly be

regarded as forming four divisions.

The first, embracing the region to the east of the water-shed, or

Height of Land, will be referred to as the " Lake Superior Section."

The next, extending from the Height of Land to I'ort Frances,

I propose to designate as the " Lake liegion."

The navigable reach, extending from Fort Frances to the north-

west angle of the Lake of the Woods, will be called the " Lake of

the Woods Division."

While that between the north-west angle and the Red Eiver

Settlement may not inappropriately be known as the " Fort Garry

Section."
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LAKE SUPERIOR SECTION.

The country between the Boundary Line, at Pigeon Eiver, and

the head or eastern end of Thunder Bay, was carefully examined

with the view of finding a practical route from Lake Superior to


