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" w.n not to be outdone in generosity. He raiseii

his Kite enemy from the earth, embraced him as

a friend, and left Inm in tlie sovereignly of his do-

minions ; the good kin;4, however, was as oolitic

as he w.is genennis. He received Aben Aliiam.ir

as a vassal ; conditioned for the delivery of Jaen
into hit h.inds ; for the veariv paymeiit of one half

of his revenues ; fi>r Ins attendance at the corles

as one nf the nobles of thi' empire, and his aidmg
Castile in war with a certain nuiubcr of horse-

men."
In comi)liance with those conditions, Jaen was

given up to the t hnstian kmg, who entered it in

triumph .iboiit liie end of lel)iuary.* His tirst

care was to repair in grand procession, bearin;^

the holy cross, to the juincipal moscpie. whii li

was punlied and sanctitied by the liisliop of Cor-
dova, and eiicted into a calhedr.d and iledicated

to the most holy \'irgin Mary.
He remained some time in J.ien, giving repose

to his troojis, regul.iting the all'airs of this impor-
tant place, ilisposing of hnuses .iiul estates among
his w.irriors who had mo-.t distinguished them-
selves, and amply rew.iriliiig the priests and monks
who hail aided him with their prayers.

As to Aben Alli.im.ir, he returned to (Iranada,
relieved from apprehension of impending ruin to

his kingdom, but deeply liiimiiiated at having to

come under the yoke of v.iss.dage. He consoled
himself by prosecuting the arts of peace, improv-
ing the condition of his i)eo|)le, building hospitals,

founding institutions of le.nning, and beautifying
his cajjital with thoie magnificent edilices wiiicli

remain the admiration of posterity ; for now it

was that he commenced to build the Alhainbra.

NoTi'..—There is some dispute amonjj liistori.ins as to

the iliu.ilion of tlicsiei^eaml ilic ilato of tlio surrciultr of

Jaen. Some make llie siej;o emliire ei^jlit moutlis. fiuiii

Aii^'Hst into the miildle of April. The aiitlieiUie .Afjapicia

adopts the o|iiiiiim of the aiitlior of Xi>/iis />iir,i /a l'i,ia

lie! Siiiift' AVv, etc., vvlio makes llie sie(;e bejjiii on tlie

31st December aiiiJ euil aliout the autli i'cbruary.

CHAPTER XHI.

AX.\TAI'', KINT, OF SKViM.K, KXASPI'.R.ATKD AT
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ULRTAKF, THU (.<>N(JfF.ST OF THF. CI IV

OF SKVII.I 1:.—DKATIl OF QtlF.F.N IlEREN-
GUEI.A.—A DII'I.OMAIIC MARRIAl.F.

Kino Fernando, having reduced the fair

kingdom of (Iran.id.i to vassalage, an<l fortified

liimself in Andalusia by the possession of the

strong city of Jaen, belliouglit him now of re-

turning to Castile. There w.is but one Moorish
potent. ite in Spain whose hostilities he had to

fear : this was Axat.if, the King of Seville. He
was the son of Aben Hud, and sueceetled to a

portion of his territories. Warned by the signal

defeat of his father at Xerez, he had forborne to

take the fiehl against the Christians, but had
spareil no pains and expense to jnit the city of

Seville in the highest state of defence ; strength-

ening its walls and towers, providing it with mu-
nitions of war of all kinds, and exercising his

people continually in the use of arms. King

* Notas para la Vida, del Santo Key, p. 562.

Kernando was loth to leave this gre.it frontier in

its present unsettled st.ite, with sui h a powerful
enemy in the neigliborhooil, who mi^ht t.ike ail-

v.intage of his .d)sence to bre.ik into open hostil-

Uy; still It w,is Ills policy to let ilu sword rest in

the sheath iiniil he h.id ( ompieti ly secured 1)14

new possessions. He sou^;ilt, then lore, to m.ike

a truce with Kmg Axat.if, .md, to enforce his

propositions, it is s.iiil he appi'.ind with his army
before Seville in .May, i.;4'i. * His propositions

were rejected, as it were, it the very g.ile. It

appears that the King of Seville w.is ex.ispei.iteil

rather than disin.iyed by the submission of the

King of (ii.m.id.i. He fell ih.U on himself de-

pended the last hope of Isl.imisiii in Sp.iin; he
trusted on aid from the coast of ll.irbary, with

which his ;'.ipital h.id ready eommiinii .ition by
water ; and he resolved to maki' ,1 bold st.iiul in

the cause <)•' his fiith.

King l'"ernando retired indi|;ii,int fidin before

Seville, and repaired to Cordov.i, witii the pious

determination to punisii the obstin.u y .mil lium-

ble the pride of the inlidel, by pl.inti'ng the

stand.ird of the cross <ni the w.ills of his capital.

.Seville once in his power, the rest of And.ilusia

would soon follow, and then hi-* triumph over the

sect of .M.ihonut would be complete. Other
reasons may have concurred to m.ike him covet

the conquest of Seville. It was a < ily of great

splendor and wealth, situated in the midst of a
fertile country, in a genial climate, under a be-

nignant sky; and having by its river, the (iuad-

alipiivir, an open highw.iy for commerce, it was
the metropolis of all .Morisina a world of wealth

and delight within itself.

These were sufficient reasons for aiming at the

con(|uest of this famous (ily. but these were not

sufficient to satisfy the holy fi lars who have writ-

ten the history of this monarch, and who have
found a reason more betiiting his (h.iraeter of

saint. Accordingly we are told, by the worthy
Fray Antonio Agapida, that .it a time when the

king was in deep .ifdictiou lor the death of his

mother, the Oueen liereiiguel.i, and was praying
with great fervor, there appe.ired oef(ue him
Saint Isidro, the great Ajiostle of Spain, who had
been Archbishop of Seville in old times, before

the perdition of Sjiain by the Moors. As the

monarch gazed in reverend wonder at the visiim,

the saint laid on him a solemn injunction to

rescue from the empire of .Mahomet his city of
Seville. " Que asi la llamo por suya en la patria,

suya en la sill.i, y suva en la proteccion."

"Such," says .Agapida, "w.is the true reason
why this |)ioiis king undertook the conipiest of

Seville;" and in this assertion he is siip|)ortcd

by many Spanish chroniilers ; and by the tradi-

tions of the Church— the vision of San Isidro

being read to this day amon^ its services. -f

The death of (Uieen liereiiguela, to which we
have jvist adverted, hajipened some months after

the conijiiesi of jaen and submission of (iranada.

The grief of the king on hearing the tidings, wc
are told, was jiast description. For a time it

quite overwhelmed liiin. '" Nor is it much to be
marvelled at," says an old i hronicier ;

" for never

d'd monarch lose a mother so noble and magnan-
imous in all her actions. She was indeed accom-
l)lislie^l in all things, an exam|)le of every virtue,

the mirror of Castile and Leon and all Sjiain, by
whose counsel and wisdmu the aff.iirs of many
kingdoms were governed. This noble queen,"

* Ibid., p. 572.

f Rodriguez, Memorias del Santo Key, c. IviiL


