
ON POLITICAL SCIENCR.

early times ol' Euglisli liistoiy. It was assorted, tor iustaiici-, in all limos, that repri'seut-

ation aud taxation must go togi'thcr—that tho^ic who pay must vote the taxes. The Gn^at

(IhiirtiT (lid not striclly give any new privileges to the people, but was rather an assertion

of rights always elaiuied l)y the people, or of principles that lay at the fmindation of

English civil life, hut which had fallen inlu disuse or been purposely evaded or infringed

by the kings in the course of years. "Magna Charta," said Sidney,' " was not made to

restrain the absolute authority, for nu such thing was in being or [)retended (the folly of

snch visions seeming In have been resiTved to complete the misfoiUines and ignominy of

our age) ; but it was lo itssert tlir nutinutl uml originnl liberty of our nation by the confession

of the king then being that neither he nor his snccessors should in any way encroach

ui)on tluua.
'

In studying, then, the civil and comuion law of the two races who are labouring to

build up a uew England on the northern half of (his continent, we must do it, not from

the piirtdy legal standpoint of a practising lawyer, but rather in thi' spirit of a philosophic

Jiistoriau desirous of hdlovving il>e inlhuMices of systems of lav. on the 'uicial cu.stoms, the

usages of the peoph' aud the structure of government. As I have already shown you, the

historical method can be as well applied to the study of law as to other subjects that fall

within the donuiin of Political Science. Tin,' thoughtful student will in this way be able

to trace the steady growth of principles adapted to the ever varying conditions of society.

It is Well observed by an eniinent writer in a recent issue of an I'higlish review that

"jurisprudence itself Ims become u study of the living growth of human society through

i.ll its stages, but it is n(( longer po.ssible for law to be Jealt with as a collection of rules

imposed on societies as it may be by accident, ncn for the resemblances and di(l'eren<'es
''

the laws of dill'ei.^nt societies to be regarded as casual." -

I quote this suggestive paragraph to show you the wide scope of the studies that

must cuter into any course such as I hope will l)e sooner or later <'arned out in conin^c-

tion with all our univer.sitics.

Or, consider one moment how necessary it is to stvidy the principles of international

law. It will be said that Cauada is still a colony, and has no right to ma) e treaties and

enter into relations directly with foreign [jowers. But the time has already arrived

when this study has be-ome imiortant.

As a result of t'le very libeial system of self-government granted to Canada, and in

consequence of the great territorial e.Kpansion she has littained as one of the most

important consequences of this self-government, the Dominion has a.ssumed the propor-

tions of an lilmpire. It has commercial relations with many countries, and our statesmen

are now stimulating rapid steamship communication willi Europe aud Asia. The dream

of La Salle, on the banks of his seigniory at Lachine, lo liiul a shorter route to the riches

of Cathay, is being realized in this dependency, not of the l''rancc he loved, but of her

hereditary enemy. Of, consider the situation of Canada on the borders of a colossal

republic, which constantly gives rist^ to questions atl'ecting the rcdations of the two

nations. lA)r instance, we have seen of recent years important international questions

arising out of the lishery disi)ute. All tliese matters involve uegociations of a delicate

' Sidney on Government, c. u, aoc. 27.

'' " (Sir H. Maine an<l liis Wiptk," liy Sir 1'. I'oiiocU, ('oiitoriiiinrary l\eview, IVlinmry, ISS'.i.


