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Private Members’ Business

To be sure there continue to be flaws in Canada’s criminal 
justice system. We all recognize that. The challenge is to find 
solutions and make corrections.

with disabilities, aboriginal people, et cetera, who are an 
important part of our great nation.

I remind my hon. colleagues that these people are counting on 
us to do the right thing. They are counting on us to endorse this 
crucial legislation. There can be no debate. Bill C-64 is the right 
thing for Canada. It is the right thing for us to do. It is the right 
thing for us to do right now.

Let us get on with the job. Maybe the myth carriers and those 
who would stand in this House and continue to have those myths 
circulate will begin to understand that Canadians are counting 
on us to ensure that fairness and equity exist in this country.

Let us get on with the job. Let us support this legislation.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I see members seeking the 
floor on questions and comments. I remind colleagues it is 1.30 
p.m. I can only proceed by unanimous consent.

Some hon. members: No.

I am not one of those who would say that the whole system is 
in disrepute. I have a great deal of respect for the Canadian 
criminal justice system, notwithstanding some of the flaws that 
it has. Let us be honest, there is not a criminal justice system in 
the world which will not over time develop flaws and show need 
for change.

In the past year and one-half the government that I sit with 
proudly has made a number of changes in the criminal justice 
area. I will mention the Young Offenders Act, the Corrections 
and Conditional Release Act, the new sentencing act, amend
ments to the Criminal Code to deal with DNA testing and other 
areas and last but not least the institution of a new national crime 
prevention council.

The council recognizes that we have a long way to go, maybe 
forever. The business of reducing the potential for crime will go 
on forever. The business of addressing society’s needs in a way 
that will reduce the propensity of our citizens to resort to crime 
will always be there and will go on.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): It being 1.30 p.m., the 
House will now proceed to the consideration of Private Mem
bers’ Business as listed on today’s Order Paper.

Last night, by coincidence I guess, I had the opportunity of 
watching on one of our Canadian networks an interview with the 
French and Mahaffy families following the conviction of the 
accused Paul Bernardo for the murder and other crimes in 
relation to their daughters. Thanks to television and to those 
families, we were able to enter into the homes of these two 
Canadian families. I could not help but sense that the families 
were hoping for a reconciliation with Canadians to meet the 
challenges in their personal lives. I cannot imagine that had 
anything to do with why they agreed to do the interview.
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CORRECTIONS AND CONDITIONAL RELEASE ACT

Mr. Derek Lee (Scarborough—Rouge River, Lib.) moved 
that Bill C-242, an act to amend the Corrections and Conditional 
Release Act, the Criminal Code and the Young Offenders Act 
(improvement to public safety), be read the second time and 
referred to a committee.
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I want to thank them for doing the interview and I hope that 
Canadians have been made aware of several things. It shows 
how vulnerable we all are in terms of public safety. We share our 
vulnerability to a psychopath or any criminal intimately with 
every one of our fellow citizens.

He said: Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to have this private 
member’s bill reach the floor of the House of Commons. As 
members know it is not an item of private members’ business 
which will be voted on. We all know and believe, because we 
have to, that our private members’ business arrangements 
sometimes shine a light, point the way and give direction in the 
field of statutory and policy reform. If it does not happen here it 
is not going to happen anywhere.

My bill—perhaps I should not call it my bill because a lot of 
people, events and persons contributed to the bill—reflects six 
or seven years of experience in this House as a member of 
Parliament, regionally and nationally and more particularly the 
seven years I spent on the House of Commons justice commit
tee. Some of the things in the bill actually evolve directly from 
that experience on the justice committee.

Last night’s interview permitted Canadians to understand how 
important this area of law and policy is to all of us. I hope those 
families will forgive me for even attempting to suggest what 
they wanted to convey. I believe one area where we still have 
some reform ahead of us is the criminal justice area. I hope they 
would agree.

There are still reforms that we must address. The bill before 
us today is a short list. It is not comprehensive. It contains six 
areas of reform. I am going to walk through it now. I believe it is 
fair to say that not every element of the six areas will have 
universal support. That is rarely the case when one tries to make 
a change in the criminal justice system. However, I would like to


