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I would remind the hon. member that those of us in the House 
who are going to be involved in looking at this in future 
operations, particularly those members of the cabinet who sit 
here along with the Prime Minister, will be listening to the 
response of all hon. members to get their input before any final 
decision is made in the House.

[Translation]

Mr. Osvaldo Nunez (Bourassa): Mr. Speaker, congratula­
tions on your appointment as Deputy Speaker of the House.

It is with a certain emotion, some apprehension and a lot of 
hope that I rise in this debate. I represent the riding of Bourassa, 
which includes the municipality of Montreal North with a 
population of about 85,000, with 70 per cent francophones and 
30 per cent allophones from around the world, mainly Italians 
and Haitians, but also people from the former Yugoslavia.

It is a riding inhabited by people of modest means. My riding 
was badly hurt by the recession but contains very dynamic 
community organizations, popular groups and economic agents. 
These people are very interested in international problems, 
especially what is happening in the former Yugoslavia.

People are asking my staff and myself to take action. We must 
stop the massacre of innocent people, including women, seniors, 
young people and children, as we saw last weekend when six 
children were killed by mortar shells in Sarajevo.

Mr. Speaker, I come from Chile but I have been living in 
Montreal for 20 years. In Chile, Latin America and especially 
Central America we have experienced war and conflict. In 
Chile, we lived through a 17-year dictatorship that forced me to 
leave a country that I love dearly. There human rights violations 
were systematic and flagrant. I am also the first Quebecer of 
Chilean origin in the history of this country to be elected to the 
House of Commons.

As a parliamentary secretary it is incumbent on me to pay 
attention to those presentations being made which allow the 
government to make a measured choice. Decisions are to be 
made on the facts and representations such as the one in which it 
was made clear by the hon. member from Esquimau—Juan de 
Fuca that he was making a presentation representing the feelings 
of his constituents.

As this debate is expected to continue certainly well into the 
hours of the evening, I can assure the hon. member that I and 
other members of the government will be paying very close 
attention to what it is the members have to say so that when 
decisions are made this will be taken into consideration.

It is important for the hon. member to take into consideration 
what I as a member of the House of Commons and as a member 
of the governing party put forward with the experience, whatev­
er it is, that I have had on a litmus test or an overlay that could be 
put on this operation and others to see what decisions would be 
made with respect to future operations.

If I could be permitted, there is one area that I did not cover. 
Very briefly, I refer the hon. member to a presentation that was 
made in December 1992. In addition to all the other measures to 
which I made reference and it has been mentioned in the House 
today, 1 think it is important for hon. members to consider that a 
timeframe is very important as well.

I am therefore very concerned by the conflict and the barba­
rous acts committed in the former Yougoslavia that we see every 
day in dramatic detail on television.
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We look at all these considerations and I believe it is incum­
bent on any input to the United Nations to include a timeframe 
by which we will go back and review: (a) if the situation has 
changed; (b) if the measures that we have asked for have been 
met; and (c) if our mandate is as clear and indeed is as we 
believed it to be. I believe that is important in considering future 
directions that will be taken by Parliament, not necessarily just 
by the government but by Parliament, in responding to what I 
believe is going to be if not more Bosnias, certainly more 
Croatias and more of the kind of the 16 peacekeeping operations 
in which we are now involved and will likely be asked to be 
involved in, in the future.

Mr. Speaker, even before immigrating to Canada with my 
family, I had heard about Canada’s role in peacekeeping and its 
commitment to promote peace and security throughout the 
world. At that time, we wanted Canada to become a member of 
the Organization of American States, a decision that was unfor­
tunately too long in coming.

I listened with great interest this morning to the very relevant 
comments of the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs about the role played by the Organization of 
American States and Canada’s involvement in this regard. I 
encourage Canada to play a more active role within the OAS.

As far as Latin America is concerned, I am happy to see that 
Canada has been participating in the United Nations observer 
mission in Salvador since September 1991. Two members of the 
Canadian forces are currently monitoring the implementation of 
the agreements reached between the Government of Salvador 
and the Farabundo Marti Front for national liberation on human 
rights, the cessation of hostilities and disarmament.

The Deputy Speaker: Before I recognize the member for 
Bourassa I might indicate to members of the House that if they 
want to split their time they can get more speakers on instead of 
at three o’clock in the morning or whenever it is going to be. I 
believe one of the parties has already indicated it wants its 
speakers to speak for 10 minutes with a five minute question 
period. That is of course a matter for the parties to decide.


