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Oral Questions

Ministers of Education. We have accepted it, with the support
of the New Democratic Party. If the unilateral gesture of
Parliament is the unilateral gesture of the Government, I do
not know exactly what the Hon. Member has in mind.

Mr. McLean: That was our initiative, not the Government’s
initiative.

Mr. Joyal: I have said to him repeatedly that following the
consultation a report will be tabled in Parliament. There will
be ample consultation with all the intervenors. The Hon.

Member should get his act together and come back with
positive suggestions.

AGRICULTURE
FARM FUEL TAXES

Mr. Lorne Nystrom (Yorkton-Melville): Mr. Speaker, my
question is directed to the Minister of Agriculture. Of course
he is aware that farm prices have been falling on many fronts,
that costs are up, and that bankruptcies are up. Also, on the
weekend he called for a general tax cut to stimulate the
economy. Since he believes in a tax cut, is he ready to
recommend to his Cabinet colleagues a cut in federal gasoline
taxes on farm fuels, which amount to around 30 cents a
gallon? Will he take that recommendation to Cabinet in order
to help the farmers and to stimulate the economy of the
country in general?

® (1440)

Hon. E. F. Whelan (Minister of Agriculture): Mr. Speaker,
the Hon. Member referred to one of my views I have
expressed, one of the planks in my platform.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. McDermid: That’s not a plank, that’s a two by four.

Mr. Whelan: I say to him that I have also made my views
known with regard to taxes on fuel used in the production of
food. I am sure he is aware of that. We are having ongoing
discussions on this.

REQUEST FOR TAX REPEAL LEGISLATION

Mr. Lorne Nystrom (Yorkton-Melville): Mr. Speaker, I
have a supplementary question for the best known politician in
the world.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Nystrom: I noticed the Prime Minister next to him a
few minutes ago talking about a transfer of power, but he had
better wait a few weeks.

Because of the urgency of the question and the urgency of
the situation that farmers across the country now face, will the
Minister take to Cabinet a proposal that, before the end of

June, the Government will bring in a Bill to end gasoline taxes,
which amount to around 30 cents a gallon on farm fuel? In
fact I will make him a deal. If he does that for the farmers, I
will lobby any Liberal delegate I can find in my riding for him
in his leadership campaign.

Hon. E. F. Whelan (Minister of Agriculture): Mr. Speaker,
I want to say to the Hon. Member that I have already talked
to all the Liberal delegates in his riding. They tell me I should
not make any commitment to him because he will not be here
after the next election.

My concern about making food production profitable for the
producers, and reasonably priced for the consumers, still
stands. Anything that I can do to make sure that that comes
about will be done.

HOUSE OF COMMONS

PRESENCE IN GALLERY OF MINISTER OF LABOUR AND
MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT OF TANZANIA

Mr. Speaker: I call the attention of the House to the
presence in our gallery of the Hon. D. N. Mwakawago, the
Minister of Labour and Manpower Development of Tanzania.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

* * *

PUBLIC WORKS

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS, CHARLOTTETOWN,
P.E.L—TERMS OF HEADQUARTERS LEASE PURCHASE CONTRACT

Hon. Allan B. McKinnon (Victoria): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Public Works. The Minister
signed a lease purchase contract with a Toronto developer,
Rampart Enterprises, for the DVA headquarters building in
Charlottetown. The Government spent some $7 million on the
building and then turned it over to Rampart, which spent some
$16 million. The lease runs for 35 years and requires the
Government to pay $2.2 million per year in rent, for a total of
$78 million over the term of the contract. Will the Minister
admit that this is overly generous to Rampart Enterprises?

Hon. Roméo LeBlanc (Minister of Public Works): Mr.
Speaker, it would be totally irresponsible to try to give that
sort of judgment without knowing the amount of space, the
management conditions of the contract, and so on. Obviously
the Hon. Member does not expect me to carry that kind of
information in my head.

Mr. McKinnon: If the Minister signs these contracts, I
would expect him to know something about them.



