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Urea Formaldehyde Insulation Act

1 want to take a few moments this aiternoon ta relate ta the
House an example of how the pligbt associated with urea
farmaldehyde foam insulation has caused sa much anguish to
one of my constituents. The story begins in the city of Vancou-
ver, British Columbia. A woman nearing ber retirement had
saved to improve ber home. The waman had been widowed a
number of years earlier. She had worked for many, rnany years
and had saved her money. She placed ber money in a fund
which would eventually result in an improvement ta ber
modest home in the city of Vancouver.
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In the manths appraaching ber retirement she decided ta
take money out af ber bank account and improve the roafing
on her rnadest home, replace the siding with aluminum siding,
rewire the whale house, improve the plumbing and lay a new
asphaît floar in tbe carport. 1 could go on and on, but tbe point
1 am trying ta make is tbat here was a single woman about ta
retire placing aIl ber life's savings inta irnpraving her borne.
She had lived in the home for many, rnany years, and that was
where she planned ta spend the rernaining part ai ber lufe.

It was a comiortable home in the city af Vancouver. In ber
efforts ta imprave her home she decided ta take advantage of a
pragram the government intraduced and ta insulate ber home
thoroughly sa that it would be cool in the summertime and
snug and warm in the winter. Sbe asked a cantracter ta instal
urea formaldehyde ta imprave her home.

Needless ta say, that was tbe beginning af tbe end. No
sooner had the faam insulatian been installed than she noticed
symptcmns af ilI health. She faund she could not breathe
praperly. Rer throat and lungs were irritated. Rer eyes began
ta weep after a short period af time in ber bame. Within a
matter af days she cauld not stand being inside ber madest
home and had ta move out into the carport. Luckily, it was a
Vancouver summer; it was mild. She was able ta set up
temparary tent-like lodging; 1 suppose 1 can call it tbat. She
went into her home ta coak and so forth, but sbe cauld stay
only 15 minutes before sbe would bave ta leave again.

Naturally, she went ta ber physician and inquired about ber
condition. Wben tbe physician found out that urea formalde-
byde was the type ai insulation she had installed in ber borne,be very quickly did the appropriate tests and faund that tbis
woman was sufiering from severe illness directly associated
with the urea farmaldehyde insulation. The physician said that
the anly alternative was ta remave the urea formaldehyde or
miove out ai the home.

To rernave faam insulation requires the expenditure ai
thousands and thausands of dollars. 1 suppose for sarne
Canadians that would not cause a seriaus problem, but for
others it creates a hurdle they simply cannat avercome. The
wornan ta whom I bave been referring bad retired, but she was
asked ta spend $15,000 ta $20,000 ta remave the naxiaus urea
formaldehyde foam insulation fram ber home. She was unable
ta do so. 1 believe it was her solicitor who advised ber ta place
her home an the market, selI it, get what rnoney she could out
ai the home and buy something else or mave inta an apart-
ment, condominiumn or tawn hause. Tbis was a very difficult
thing for this persan ta do. This elderly waman bad lived in ber

home for nearly 20 years witb her busband and then as a
widaw. After spending tbausands ai dollars af ber savings ta
imprave the home she was asked ta selI it and mave into an
apartment.

Tbat was very difficult for ber ta do, but she bad no alterna-
tive. She placed ber home on tbe market. Needless ta say, as
soon as prospective home buyers iound out that the home was
insulated witb urea farmaldebyde ioarn, tbey quickly walked
away. Tbey were nat interested in purcbasing a borne witb that
insulatian. By that time it had become extremely infamaus
because ai its problemnatic nature.

Aiter many, many weeks ai attempting ta scîl ber home and
living in a carpart or boarding witb friends wba would take her
in, an individual came along and said be would be prepared ta
buy the home simply for the lot and that be would give ber a
certain number of dollars wbicb would campensate her for the
value ai the lot. As far as ber borne was cancerned, it would
simply have ta be bulldozed off the landscape. Can hon.
members imagine haw that waman mnust bave felt at that
point? She bad no alternative, sa she sald tbe lot and stood by
and watcbed the new awner ai that propery bulîdaze ber very
nice home dawn and baul it away ta the sanitary land filI. 1 do
nat suppose ane can begin ta appreciate the agony and sorraw
whicb would bave been attached by that waman ta that scene.

Hawever, that was nat the worst ai it. By that time this
woman had spent a considerable period ai time with her legal
advisers wba were, during the pracess, charging ber for their
services and for their advice. Wben she received the money for
the lot, she had ta pay ber solicitors. By the tirne she paid for
the advice given ta ber and for the lobbying ai the federal
government which was undertaken, she walked away from
wbat was ane ai the nicest rnodest homes in Vancouver. She
walked away with ber suitcases, ber personal belangings and a
bandful of dollars in ber purse. Her entire liie's savings bad
simply been devastated. She bad no home, she bad nothing,
and the interesting part ai tbis, for aur purposes bere taday, is
that this was tbraugb no iault ai ber awn. Sbe was a tatally
innocent bystander ta tbis wbole pracess. She naw bappens ta
be living in my canstituency ai Kamnlaaps-Sbuswap in a mobile
home on wbich she must pay rentaI charges based on the
incarne ai a senior citizen.

1 must say that the Minister ai Consumer and Corporate
Aifairs (Mr. Oucîlet) was sympatbetic enougb ta ask me ta
write the details ai this case down and ta provide thern ta him
for bis cansideratian. I bave done that, and for the minister's
cansideration 1 arn very appreciative. 1 expect the example 1
have used is nat a typical example, but 1 used it ta indicate the
buman tragedy whicb bas been assaciated with this disastrous
urea farmaldebyde faam insulatian.

Tbis warnan came ta me and said, "Mr. Ruis, wbat will the
government do ta assist?" Because this bill was then befare the
cammittee, I suggested she rnigbt expect $5,000 in compensa-
tion. She said, -I bave lost tens ai thousands, perhaps
$150,000, and is ail the gavernrnent gaing ta give me $5,000?"
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