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This agreement is made on the express con-
dition that, if either government is satisfled
that any preferences hereby granted in respect
of any particular class of commodities are likely
te bo frustrated in who]e or in part by reason
of the croation or maintenance directly or in-
directly of prices for such cless of commodities
throi'h, state action on the part of any foreign
country, that government hereby declaros that
it wil1 exorcise the powers whieh it now has
or xviii hereafter take to prohihit the entry
fromn such foroign country directly or indirectly
of such commodities; into its country for such
tinie as may be neesslary te make effective and
to maintain the preferonces hereby granted by
it.

A great deail of discussion bas arisen as to
exactiy what tbis article means. I take it
that thc meaning attached to it by thc hon.
member for Comnox-Aiborni (Mr. Neill) is
about as good an oxpianation of it as can be
found anywhore. The moaning which. he
ittachid. 10 il in a speech ho made somoe wecks

ago is that ail thc article purports to impose
upon any govcrnment is that the preferences
shall not bc frustrated. In this case the prefor-
encc givon to Canadian timber in the British
market is ton per cent, su tint if the inter-

pectation of the hon. member for Comox-
Aiberni is a correct one, this is sim piy a guar-

antce on the part of the British government
that in spite of Russian competition, in spite
of statc-aidcd compctition, wo shall stili retain

a proference of ten per cent in the British
muarket as against Russia. I humbiy submait

that a preforence of ton per cent against Rus-
sua is of no value 10 us, cen if suth a thing
couid be enforced. The state produces the
timber in Russia, and it must be impossible

to ascertain what are the costs of production.
It must bc extrerneiy difficuit 10 find out f romn
aniy source whatsocvcr wvbat are the conditions
of operation and howv lumbering is carried on
in that country. But taking il that xve shall
enjoy a ton per cent margin of preference
over Russia, I submit that tint is not enough
and that it wvili nlot prevent Russian timber
fromn entering into Great Britain in large
quantities.

Mr. NEILL: Hear, bear.

Mr. POWER: We read in the newspapers
that Great Britain's treaty with Russia, the
most favoured nation treaty, bas been abro-
gated, or at least that notice of abrogation
bas been given, but there is no justification in
any announcement made at that lime for the
statemnent being boidiy and 1 think recklessly
inade both in this bouse and in the country
that the British government bas nowv imposed
an embargo on the importation of Russian
timber. What is the situation? It is that

[Mr. Poiver.]

notice bas been givon of the abrogation of
the treaty in tbe hope that a newv and more
favourabie treaty wiil be signed.

An hon. MEMBER: No.

Mr. POWER: I amn simply repeating the
statemnent which the Rigbt Hon. Mr. Thomas
nmade in the British House of Commons. It
mrust be remembered that undor article 21
the country which proposes ho stop what we
have been pleased to cali dumping is the
country mbt wbich, these goods are being im-
ported, in this case the United Kingdomn,
which itseif doos not produce the softwood
timber-and I am now reforring- oniy to soft-
wood-which wvould bo covered by Ibis troaty.
Wec can vory readiiy understand tuat in Can-
ada il is not vcry difficuit 10 impose anti-
dumping provisions. The people who have the

power, the prestige, the influence, and in some
casos 1 wiii admit public support, are those
who go to the minister and say: We are being
soriously injurod by the importation at a low
price of such and such goods. The minister
undor the authority conferred on him by the
Customs Act, finding that certain Canadian
producers or manufacturers are being injureti,
thorcupon imposes the dumping duty. But
the situation xvili not ho the same in Great
Britain. In Great Britain it is to the interest
of ovorybody, of the consumer, of the merch-
ant, of the importer, of ovorybody with pow"r

and influence, that the timber sbouid come in
at tbe cheapest possible prico, so tint cvery
influence which. we bave hero in Canada mak-
ing il easy 10 impose dumping cluties wili
ho exerted in Groat Britain, and cxcrted to
the fulil, 1 bolievo, and perbaps rightly, te pro-
vent tho imposition of dumping duties against
importations froma a foreign country. Tbore
is nothing in this article wbich. states that
these dumping dutios shahl be imposed otbç-r
thon at the wviil of the governmont in power
in the country into wbich the gonds are boing
imported.

I should like to refer for a moment 10 some
of the observations made by the hon. membor
foir Eost Aigoma. I do so with somne besita-
tion. bocause I arn fuiiy awaro that in the
proctical operation of tho timbor trade be
knows far more than I do, and undor any othor
circumstances I should ho giad ho liston 10 bis

advice. But from what 1 rcad in Hansard
I tako il thot ho gave the bouse the impres-
sien thot it would tako two or three yoors for
thoese clauses 10 ho effective. I have not bc-
fore me the exact words be used, but ho gave
the impression thot evon bad we rcceived
ordors from the United Kingdom for quanti-
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