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of the cripples that he was asked to take
.on. It was po.inted out, therefore, that
these men were thorns in the feeh
of the Tory party, and should be put
out of the way. What happened? After the
ex-Minister of Militia returned.to Ottawa,
Major McLeau, Major Gillies and Colonel
McRae were dismissed; and to-day they
are degraded and disgraced. ;No explana-
tien for their dismissal was gîven; they
were simply told to quit. When things like
this get abroad, the men say: what is the
good of being attached to the 94th High-
landers? What is the good of giving- our
services? These three officers were attached
to the 1îattalion for tweuty-five years. Sim-
ply because a Tory heeler, a. local M.P.P.
.for Cape Breton.county, went rond with
the minister and pointed them out, they
were branded for death, and death was
meted out to them. That, Sir, is the con-
dition of things in my county; that is one
of the reasons why I say that partisanship
has been rampant in Canada since the war
began. As to the time before the war 1 find

-nofault. 'I arn a partisan myseif, and il,
lu time of p)eace) party business is, carried
on decently aiong party lines, I have no
objection'., But in-war trnes, when ail per-
sens- shouad be treated fairly, patronage
should ha0e no part in the management of
the aff airs of the country, particularly those
which have to do with the prsecution of
the war.

I may be asked what further evidence I
have. Men are appointed to positions from
day to day; do you see auy Gise appoit-
ed? Far be it from hon. gentlemen opposite
to appoint a Grit, no matter what ability he
may possess. A Fuel Controller lias been
appointed by the Department of Labour,.
XVith the gentleman who was appointed-a
former member, of this House-I have no
fault to find; but lie is -a partisan of the
deepest dye. I do not kuow where I could
put iny haud on a strouger partisan-that
is, if 1 may- judge from his couduet while
he was, in ibis House. We have a Food
Controller. Is he a Grit?- One would almost
think that the Government would reason
this way: we have appointed la Tory as a
Fuel Controller; we will appoint a Liberal
as Food Controller. That will please the
Liberals9, and show them that we
desire f0 be fair. But that would
neyer do. The Government went to
Ontario and found this man Hauna.
I suppose hie is a good man, but lie is a
strong Tory. His partisanship sud Toryism
were brouglit t0 the attention of the country

duriug many months-perhaps not for good
resens; but he is known in the Maritime
Provinces as a man whose zeal for party
has sometiines gothim into financial diffi-
culty. These Tory officials go arouud the
couutry with orders to eall upôn other Tories
less Influeufial, perhaps, than themselves,
and with less sense of responsibility. What-
ever la doue is done through the agency of
partyism, from start to finish. When there
is a suggestion that a coalition Government
be formed we are told that we should all
come together and set aside party con-
siderations. If that spirit is abroad, and
if the members o! the Government w*ant to
give any evidence of their good faifli they
should make some appointments aloug the

-lnes that I have indicated. But .they -would
be very sorry to do that, because they would
then be departing from, the principle t0
which they will adhere to the end. I do
not kuow that it is worth my while giviug
furtiier evideuce of the baneful effect of
paitisanship upon recruiting. -Althouýgh the
ex-Minister of Militia has deuied any sucli
partisanahip, the evidence is -so profuse,
prolifie and overwhelmiug that we must
accept it in preference t0 the denial of the
ex-Minister o! Militia.

On January 1, 1916, the Prime Minister
made a proclamation that Canada would
enrol 500,000 men. About that I 'have noth-
ing t0 -say; the action bas already been
criticised and fully debated. But wbeu the
Prime Minister made that proclamation he
knew what the law was; he kuew what the
practiee was; he kuew by what means the
people'expected these 500,000 men to be
recruited. And we have it on the authority
o! the ex-Minister of Militia that a few
montha afterwards, _in March or April of
the same year, a further proclamation went

u'xt to the Minister o! Militia of that day
telling 'him to let up on recruitiug; not to
put forth any further effort in that (regardi.
If voluntary recruitiug fell dowu, 'that was
another hurdie that was thrown in its w*ay
by the leader of the Goverumeut himself.'
When the ex-Minister o! Militia referred to
this matter lu the House yesterday 1 did
not -hear auy mui'mur o! complaint either
from -the Prime Minister or from àhy persan
sitting on the other side.

I have already put oun Hansard some o!
th 'e things that were said 'by the ex-Minister
o! Militia.' So'f ar we..have heard no deulal
o! these charges, some of 'which are very
grave. He charges the Goverument sud its
officiais with being under the influence o!
German gold.


