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‘fence, because every great thinker, and
every man who has studied the subject,
knows that we may have war upon us at
any moment. Take the last words of that
great statesman, Lord Dufferin, when he
says:

Nothing, neither a sense of justice, nor the
precepts of religion, nor the interests of
humanity, would prevent any nation from at-
tacking us at the first favourable opportunity.

And Joseph Howe, forty years ago, wrote
in his essay on ‘The organization of the
empire ’:

Security for peace is only to be sought in
such an organization and armament of the
whole empire as will make a certainty of de-
feat a foregone conclusion to any foreign
power that may attempt to break it.

Something has been said about the
Monroe doctrine. Let me 'say one word
about it. It seems to me that the plea of
the Monroe doctrine has been effectually
answered and the doctrine shattered. We
must not forget that for us to depend on
the protection of the United States would
be a cowardly position for us to take—
that we should wait and ask the United
States to keep away any bad people that
want to come against us. It would be
very doubtful whether the United States

would be able to do it. But what
would be her price? It would mean that
we should give up our independence.

We should go into the United States to
bear a part of the enormous expenses they
are under. Our provinces would not re-
ceive the subsidies they are receiving; our
industries and manufactures would mno
longer flourish, and perhaps she would
take away from us all our raw products
to manufacture them over there. That
would probably be the price she would ask.

We have not received from the United
States wvery much consideration in the
past. In 1785 we had trouble with them—
an invasion. In 1812 there was another
invasion from the United States. Then,
there was the Fenian raid in 1860, and of the
enormous sum of money that we had to
pay for the defence of Canada, not one
dollar did we get back from the United
States. There was the Trent affair; there
was the New Brunswick matter, the Aris-
took war, when our friends in Nova Scotia
volunteered to send us 10,000 men to help
us. That, of course, is not a matter men-
tioned now, buf it was very acute at that
time. That trouble was over a little bit of
territory they wanted to get away from us.
There was also the Venezuela affair. About
the 1st of January, 1896, President Cleve-
land issued his message in reference to a
dispute between Great Britain and Vene-
zuela. It was couched in the most hostile
terms, most insulting in its character.
Among European nations it would have
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been accepted as a declaration of war.
This was approved of by the United States
as a whole. From 42 out of 45 States mes-
sages of approval came to President Cleve-
land, with offers of the services of their
militia to be used in the invasion of
Canada. It shows you what we could
expect from the United States in case we
got into a tight corner. But we hope, of
course, that we shall be able to get along
in peace and quietness with the United
States. We shall be able to get along
with the United States while we respect
ourselves and while we show that we are
able to defend ourselves. I am not one
of those who believe that, in case the
United States attempted to invade us, she
would have an easy time. With a smaller
number of people we have been able to
hold our own in every invasion and to
beat the United States in every fight that
has come up. I am not saying this as a
rag to the United States, or a chip on the
shoulder or anything like that, but it is
fair to say that since 1785 every invasion
of Canada was 'brought on us not by
our fault, but by the aggression of the
United States and without excuse. The
Venezuela affair, of course, was the worst
and latest. But we ought to dwell in peace
with the United States, that is our desire,
we have never in the past given any oc-
casion for offence, we do not in the future
intend giving any occasion for offence. We
hope to live with them as friendly neigh-
bours should live. But I repeat that I
believe if it did come to an invasion by
the United States they would find that we
could hold our own as our fathers did
before us and would be able successfully
to defend ourselves.

And now in conclusion let me ask you
to support the establishment of a Canadian
navy, so that we can quote with truth the
words of Kipling:

Carry the word to my sisters,

To the Queens of the East and the South,
I have proved faith in the heritage

By more than the word of the mouth.
They that are wise may follow

’Ere the world’s war trumpet blows,
But I, T am first in the battle,

Said Our Lady of the Snows.

Mr. ANDREW BRODER (Dundas). Mr.
Speaker, I do not intend to delay the House
at this hour of the night, but I do not care
to give a silent vote on this question,
which I consider of such importance to
the country. I must say in reference to
the hon. gentleman, who has just taken his
seat, that I do not intend to criticise his
speech very much, because it has been a
speech most of which could very readily
be credited to this side of the House.
I must say that those who have spoken
of what may be considered a crisis, in the
light and jocular manner that some gen-



