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trade of foreign countries but information
with regard to our trade with forelia coini-
tries.

Mr. SPROULE. This book Is rather
valuable to teachers, and 1 have many appli-
cations from themn for 11. Tbey can show
by comparison from these statistics the pro-
gress which Canada is making and its de-
velopment iu certaiu lunes. The teachers
use this book in their classes, and it is very
convenient. as the figures are collated and
compld in one volume. Whereas, if they
hafi fot this book and desired to mnake
comparisons, tbey would have to look
tbrough many volumes for the information.
The hon. minister is rnaklng, I think, a
great mistake in flot glving these statistics.
The book is one which Is very much sougbt
after. There Is scarcely a year when I have
n6t applications from teachers for lt-more
than I cati supply. I desired to get more
volumes but was told that the goverument
had flot tbe money to print more and could
flot supply them.

Mr. A. MARTIN. How many copies are
printed ?

Mr. FISHER. 6,000 English and 1,700
Frenchi.

Mr. A. MARTIN. Hlow many are gîveni
eacbi member ?

Mr. FISHER. About five.

Mr. A. MARTIN. That would not go
the round of the scbools.

Mr. POSTER. We can bardly be ex-
pected to furnlsh them to every school.

Mr. SPROULE. One o! the reasons
given by the goverument for asklng an In-
crease lu the expenditure was tbat there
was a demand from the schools. The year
before hast I had applications from about
thlrty teachers and had only five books to
go arouna. Lt Is deslrable that we should
disseminate the information which this book
contains and fromn year to year I bave been
endeavouring to impress on the minister tbe
importance of making a larger distribution.

At One o'chýock, committee took reces.

Com-mittee resumed at three o'clock.

Mr. URIAH WILSON. I fulýly endorse
what bas been said by the leader of tbe
opposition on this subject. I do not think
this book eau be cons1dered c-umbersome in
size in view of the great amount of use-
fui Information It conta-ins. However, those
who have been used to looking for certain
information ln tbis book hitherto will lbe
*inuch disappoi!nted if they cannot find it
ln the new edition. This book is greatly
sought for by the people and the issue of it
is altogether too small. I recolleet tba:t one
young lady, a school teach-er, to whom I once
sent one, wrote me that It was almost a

Iibrary in itself. There are only very few
persons who can afford to have books of
reference and if we an get varied informa-
tio~n in the statistical year-book it will be
very valuable. Again, the minister should
make a stroug effort to have it publisbed
earl'ier in the year. I urge strongly that so
far as po)ssiblie the information hitherto
contained in the book should 'be published
from year to year, that the edition be en-
larged, ami that it be publisbed at an earlier
date.

Mr. P'IS-UER. It is hoped that the book
being smnaller we wUl have a much larger
edition for the -saine expendinre. Tbe in-
formation on which the year-book is coin-
piled is largely departmental and is not
avai'labie until the end of the fiscal year.
With the change in 'the fiscal year I hope
to have the year-book: published earlier.
1 ýassure -my hon. -friend that I will watch
car.afully to see that any Information that
can be supplied witb regard to ouï owii
cou.ntry shall be included in the volume.

Mr. URIAH WILDSON :Some speclial ef-
fort should be made to get the different de-
partments to make their reports in proper
time, for If one departmental report is de-
layed the issue of the year-book must be
lield ln consequence.

Mr. SPROULE. Who Is compillng the
year-lxook now?

Mr. FISHER. Lt ils under the direction
of Mr. Blue, with the other statistical work.

Mr. SPROULE. Is 'Mr. Johnston connect-
ed with it?

-Mv. FISHER. Mr. Jobns-tien bas practical-
ly retired. He lie an old servant of the
public and baving asked for superannuation
hc- requested aiso that it should not take
effect until October and that he be given
beave of absence in tbe meantime. I will-
ingly complied witb bis request.

Exýperimental faims, $82,500.

Mr. *STOCKTON. It has no doubt come
to the notice of the members of thils House
that a blight or decay bas fallen uipon tue
cedar tree this season. It is flot confined
to the province of Ontario but as you pass
along the railways to Quebec and thence
to St. John yo'u notice how greatly It bas
injured the cedar tree. I do not know wbe-
ther this blight bas been occasioned by the
climatic conditions of the last winter or
ehether lit is an inseet that bas attacked
the trees, but several persons have suggest-
ed that I might call the attention of the
Minister of Agriculture to the matter as bie
no doubt would have knowledge from bis
experts. What are tbe views of the qninis-
ter on the matter?

Mr. PISHDi R. The cedar trees have been
ajttacked tbis year to an extraordinai'y de-
gree; the experts of the department have
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