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any other portion of the Intercolonial Railway, tude, and I have found that the answer of t he inter-
ani in the near future will do a good deal better, vening railway was that they declined to inake a
besiles the direct advantages which it gives to the speeial rate for that elass of goods at that tinie of
country through whuich it iasses. We hae to con- the year. That may be for reasons which it is notcomitry tlt-worth whiieWe l(av ti.) Ctli
sider ail these circulmstances. adOt when we say, wothwhile going intinOW ; it mxav be because
if we 41t iake l)up our-1 miiiiis. tliat the biter- thecarriage i some otier direction wod be more
colonial ailway aid the other (G.vernment avantageous, or because sone other rate hal been
railways are not to be considerel as politi- give to s0111e oter customer: andl te Intercoloinial
cal roadts aiv longer-and I agree to that in thej Railway, of course, lias to htear thie blame of all this.
sense that politics shul o~ enter iutao tlheir I have only to say in addition, as iin fact I thîink I
management--they will inever Ceaste. if I can have have said before, that the subject which the hon.
any voice iin preventing it. thev %must continue to iiier (Mr. Weldon)i as brought to our notice
Le political iii sa far as t) resleet the principles 1 deserves very careful consideration, and that we
laid down andi ulierstood whîen tthe compact was are, in pursuance of the proise that I thinîk was
matde which uniltei the provices anl resulted made before, at all events in pursuane of the reso-
in the railway lbeing constructed. Shrt of that,J lutioni that was arr'ivedi at sume tiiie ago. now s-
I sav as one mîember of the Administration certaiing the practical working of the conuis-
to the lion. memîbuler for Albert (Mr. Weldon): sion system ini the Ai.stralian colonies, andl en-
let us see whîere the ditticulty lies. Let us not deavouring to ascertain. as far as we Can. what
be led away hy any charmiu arisin' fromî a com- other forces. beyond the mere change of main-
parisol of figres friom foreignî caounîîtries in which ageiient, have -producei the results which have
the circumlstances are as w-ilelv differeit as thinigs been arrived at there. But we have soeit:thuing
can possibly be. Let us ascertain where the miore to do. Before we adopt any remîedy our first
ditticultv lies. If it lies iii the fact that the Inter- duty is to ascertain whether tiere is any abuse
colonial Railway carries a great amount of trattic connected with the wo-orking of the Intercolonial
Over a long raoute, buit iier the circumnstances Railway itself which can he eured, anid wlether
whicih the hon. reitlemianl ias detailed to the u sethedonestic cure is not quite as good and as
built partly under pressure from the lImperialeffectual as the foreigu one. We have to ascertain
Governmnît ini consilerationi of the guarantee which whether there is that duplication of oflicers which
it gave. ani partly eut of local interests i New lias been alleged : w-e have to ascertain whether
Brunswick-if it arises frmi that, ten to that 1,thiere is a want of firmness in dealing with fraud
extenît the ditlicultv is one that cannxot be helped. %%hien it is discovered, and we have to apply a
If it arises frami thie fact that improvident rates of suitible renedy if s-. But I do not think it will
freight are chargei, if freight is carried under cost, be found, on tihe lost careful and strict examina-
all witholut the advantares whicli a comllpaiy man- ) tion, that the cauî.se of lie deticit is bay any mîeans
ageumient would kee p in view, namuely. the advan the lowness of the rates of freight, to whieh the
tages in the way otle esof busiess-raise e leficit has been populairly attributed by miemîîbers
rates. I go so far as toadbnit thiat. If thuere is loss ;residuug in other parts of the countrv.
hv unîdue working expenses. or expenses under the
niune of working expenses. by mnismîîanagemient, by Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). The subject tlhat is
duplicatinug offices or increasing the number of oti- brouglht uiler the attention of the Fouse by the
cers on dluty, let us ascertainthmat, and I think surely nember for Albert (xir. Weldon) is one of cou-
thiat can be put down by the (.overnmnent, witli- siderable interest. and it is of all the greater in-
out its leiing considered absolutelyi necessarv that terest to everysection of the Doinion, beause
P arliaient should actually grive- it up as an lim- the faihire of the Intercolonial Railwa-y to pay the
possile thing to attempt to stop moismanagemnt runming expenses lias iinposed a very considerable
of that kind1. I shall cheerfully join mv hon. friend burden upon the public treasury. I dlo not kniow
fron Albert (Nir. Welon) ii ascertiinM where how far the M inister of Justice wîoub1l be lisposed
the ditticulty and the waste lie, an1d. if it lie in thiat to argue thiat because this road was a political
direction shal a.ssist in putting it down and I thuink uindertaking, anid its eonstruction was a pait of the
we can put it down as well without a comission telris and coiditions of union, that therefor'e the
as with it. As regards prompt action iii making co.st for freighit anal for passengers shotild le fixed
rates for special cases, lhe nust rînembe- that ftie at a very low rate, and at a uniformn rate mu every
Intercolonial Railway is peculiai-lv situated as to part of the Maritime Provinces, in order to place
co-operation with othuer -oads. Iuni mmmout of ten all the people lho reside in thuese provinces, in
of the cases to which my hon. friend refers, anld in, this respect, upon a footing of equality. The In-
which lie says pronpter action is necessary, are tercolonial Railway formi-îs a part of the terms of
cases in which application is made to know the 'the Union, precisely in the sanie way thiat the con-
rates of freight which can be iade froin points struction of the Canadian Pacific Railway does, or
lying away off the Intercolonial Railway to points Jthe extension of railway communication to tue
on it. Under such circumistanuces. no rate can b1e> NorthMest Territories. They were all emlbratced
fixed anl no rate can be inade by the Intercolonial in the articles agreed upon ly the Quebec Confer-
Railway alone, because the G -rand TrankailwayRa a ence prior to the passage of the British North
int-ervenes. or the Canadian Pacific. Rail ay inter- Anerica Act. I do not understaud that the Cana-
venes; and until the interveumning r il.tvl.h diani Pacifie Railway imposes uniforin rates for
ever it may be, niake a special rat, the Intercoloal freight and passengers in every portion of
cannot do so. Soietimes whén persons hai e made its line, and I have nerer heard that those
serious complaints to me of want of pomnpt action, who are payïing higher rates than others that

r& want of promptness igiigî nan innuediate were more favour'ably ci'rcunstanced elaimed· that
anasvex as to hat rate of freight wil. bë made from thé temms or conditions of the Union were in
some.oint in'Ontario to the seaboard, I hae com.. that reáÿect iterfered with. I see no reason that
plainedl to the departmnent of-the want of promupti- wouuld put the Inter-colonial Railway in a dliffer-ent
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