
1717 LMARCH 11, 1890.] 1718

here. Sir, it would hardly be going too far for me section of the people of Canada, a considerable
to say that on the right or the wrong handling of number of the constituencies of Canada, are far
the questions incidentally involved in this motion, fron blameless in tiis natter. 1 have always
depends, I will not say the possibility, but I will believed that to a very great extent uembers of
say the utility, of parliamentary government, in Parliament were likely to be as honest as their con-
Canada. The question really amounts to this :stituents reqnired tien to be and there was one
Is this House of Commons, from this time forth, fact, perhaps one oniy, which the bon. mexuber
to be considered as a place of assembly where the for Lincoln (Mr. Rykert) stated in his defence, re-
representatives of the people are to meet and discuss corded on the Journais of this Bouse, witb which
inatters affecting the welfare of the community, or 1 ar isposed to agree that is, the statement
is it to become, from this time out, a sort of happy whicb hi made in whicli lo implied, at auy rate,
huting-ground for needy and unscrupulous adven- that lie came bere with the full knwiedge ani con-
ntuers? Is the House of Commons to be kniown sent of his constitueont, wo were acquainted with
lencforward as a nbody composed of trustees of al the nateriai factai w stated oefore t y sent
the people, bound to act for the benofit of the bi hero . And hle itiie matr Ithik lie implied
peole, or are the members of the Blouse of correctly, that if hoe was wrong, bis disgrace as
omions from benceforth to get fuli license to use i teir disgrace. If lie h as c nonitte a crime, lis con-

ilcir position and influence in this Bouse for the'ý stituents were accoplices in it. arn not disponsed
purpoPe of their own private gain and advaatage? to dispute that staterneut. It is weli, anud it is
These, Sir, are some arnong the questions wincfi right it shold be unlerstod, that if honstituents
appear to me to be involvod in the discussion of condone these things, tlîey have oniy theinselves to
the motion now on hand. My opinions on tis andi tank if the merbers of tariaent fali fat beow
on certain kncdred questions are welo known. Both the standard set by oui English forefathers for their
iii ibis buse, on many occasions, on the bastings, memIbers of Parliant. Every practica a i kows
bfore my own constituents, andi in published perfectly well that, in inost cases of tlie kind which
speeches of mine, I have not infrequently called 1are uow coming hefore u8, the factl klre apt, as a
attention to the extent to whic , as it appeared to sne, to hi excedingly well covered. Lt is ith-
me, the public service was being deoraised, and ale that i lnt fne case in te, or oe case in fifty,
th anger of being further demoraised under the can we obta m f pl and couIpete evidence detailed,
pwofold influence of a corrupt fiscae systec ani a as it is bore, of a l the ways amn holes ia w aich
eotrupt Administration. Sir, it seenis that things memnbers of Parhiarnt eaa exercise thieir iuiflîxeuce
hae een going fro n bad to worse. Lin a late for their owa persona gain. Sir, it is very liard
Parlianent it was stated on the floor of this Bouse, indeed, anti it wil always in very Iard for a is-
aur, so far as L can remember, the facts w-ere fairly ority, n matter hw reolute anl diterained, to
Teade ont, that ont of the majority of 140 very uncover these tuings ato obtat the roqisite
aearly seventy members, or one-baif of the whie, evidence, and stin harder for then to peisel. t
al entered into such pecuniary relations wit fact, nr. Speaker, nes the thieves fall ont, n-

the coverament in one form or other, as cold not les.s there is a quarrel over the division of the
fil isost seriousy to embarrass their position as plunder, naess these tings corne hefore a court of
free agents and reprisentativns of the people. p t law am are there sbjected to t e rothless cross-
ae aways myse f had a very strong prejudice, exaination of engsel c botv sides, it is the

indeed, in favor of our form of govraiet. rarest thing in the wored to obtain absolute ani
i have always regarded what we may can complete proof scb as we have uow recnrded n
the Cabinet form of gover me t as a great! our Votes ae Procee igs. Bore sncb an acci-
icprovr ent in many ways on the Presidential ent bas occurred. Her e there was a quarrl over
hvrie of goveroment adopted by our neigbors the divsin onf the pnder. As Carlyle puts it,
but I am bound to say that the events of the last we bave h a glirnps of the wrkigs of Satan's
few years have caused me at times to entertain invisible world, ant we are ow abe to enderstand
grave doubts indeed as to whether the fathers of in some egree bow that porsonago, wit the aid
the American Repubeic did not, after al, beotter and assistance of sottie hrf is most favored friends,
uaderstand in ome respects the condition of has coatrived to bedevil an to pervert tfe roprsen-
Society on this side of the Atantie, when thoy saw tative institutions of this oanata of ours. Mr.
fit to separate the executive from the legisiative Speaker, this is a atter which the Bouse and the
function. Stil , notwithstanding that, I a .of the country wisl do w ecl to cotsider. I reueat that
opinion that there is a b vtter mode than they have where you have disclnse one transaction of this
adopted, but I ar free to admit that, if no ren .dy kind, where you obtain agabnst the accused clear
can he found for the state of things to which proof and evideace sf web haes appeed in a par-
have amluded, w migt do wel to consider whether, ticular case, you may rest assured there are toe
under the circumstances, it wab fot necessary for times as many cases in which the evidence cannot
us to adopt somewhat similar precautions. Sir, I ho lîrought forw-ard, however strong anti weii
thik that the facts dslosed vn the case of the grounded ont suspicions may wo. This transaction,
hon. member for Linco n (r. Rykert) show that after ail, is on y a sort of peak on which the lion.
it is a very bad case. Bat I a not at all disposed member for Lincon Mr. Rykert) stants elf-id,
tosaY that the hon. member for Lincoln is, by any betted, by tis own act, but a peak helow wich ies
mneans, the otly sinner fo this matter; I a not at a mokntain-or, porhaps, I shoHd sa a mountahn
aIl disPosed to say that that ion. me ber is the range of wndiscovered, but weli deveIoped rascality.
oinY man who bas transgresed ail those whoe- Mr. MITCHELL. That is a strong word.
unme maxi s and pinciples on which the vitality
and usefules of pariiamentary ovrIment Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Lt is a strong
depend More that that : f have sai ewere, word, and the transaction is one which de.erves
and I repeat here, that I hod a considerable the strongest terns in the inglish langge I arn


