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But pressure for compromise was mounting, (ASEAN7 and Japan both
issued statements at the time recognising the resuits of the elections
and urging the parties to settie their differences and form a
govemment), while the govemment was able to put pressure on the
opposition leaders8 by bamrng themn from leaving the country in
violation of the constitution.

Efforts to force Sam Rainsy into backing down included a waming on
29 August 1998 by the Ministry of Interior that it had filed court papers
seeking unspeclfled charges against hlm related to the deadly grenade
attack on his opposition rally outside parliament on 30 March 19979.

King Norodom Sihanouk had attempted to inject forward movement by
offerinc on 2 Seotember 1998 to host "familvN talks at his royal retreat


