Contents

................................................................................................................................. v
INTRODUCTION .....cceimieiiiceiceentiieieiereeceressesesessesensssesessesssssssssseemessesensosesemsessesesenseeenensaeessoesen 1
CANADA'S COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.......coiiiieceeeeeeecneeeeeneenns 1
INEEDED INFORMATION ......ocootieiereireenieeti e e sesereseenesecssesssesessessoneeneesmessssseenssesssensemesnens 2
BRINGING INFORMATION TOGETHER........coouiieteeeeeeeeecceeet et sseseenesenene 3
Hammonizing Information Nationally............cceeeeeeeemeeieeeriec et s seeeceeneceeeeena 3
Integrating Information GeographiCally...........cceeeeeeieeeereereeeirerisseeseseeereeeeaneeseeeeeseeeeneens q
Integrating Traditional Knowledge ..........oucueceeieeeeereeieeeeece et 5
BUILDING INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND TOOLS ........ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eaeeeeenee 6
Canadian Information System for the Environment .........c.o.ooveviviveeeeerieeecenececeeneeseeaene 6
COre Data Sets........ccieceeeiereeeetreetee e et sae et st s e st st e s et e eene s emeae e sennen 7
Indicators to Track Sustainable Development ...............cueeueeeeeiieeeeieceeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeenes 8
Information Networks and Partnerships..........cccecceeereeemeeeeteeieeeccie et ceaessaeeens 9
IMPROVING PUBLIC ACCESS TO AND USES OF INFORMATION........cccceeeerieeieereeneeeenee 13
PUDHC ACCESS ....couciernerciireenieeieaestaeiesre st e eaente s eaeeees e ssessessessssssnsesnesssossossensossonsssass 13
PUDLIC AWAIENESS ......ooceeeieereeieeireeeeeesrersnessesetessnsessessesaeesssesssesesssme e eenseeaneseameem e eeaen 15
COMMUNILY ACHON -...oceeeeeeeeeecieeeecteeeseertreses st e e et s sree st s vossabesmeem e eeseseanesoeesaesmeneneee 16
Public Participation in Decision MaKing........coveevemeeecimieeerioerensteeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeseseeseeene 16
RECOGNIZING WEAKNESSES IN INFRASTRUCTURE AND INFORMATION. .........ccoeeeneane 18
SUPPORTING NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES...........ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeerecveneseesassaean 19
Remote Sensing and Space Technologies.........cuveeeeeeeieieiieeeieeeeeeeeereeeeaessaeensneeas 19
High-Speed Connectivity and Network-Based Information Systems...........cccoeeevereeencae 20
STRIKING PARTNERSHIPS TO FINANCE AND SHARE INFORMATION
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT ...t oietieieeeceectecinessesesseesssessnessssestsssssessssssessssans 21
Domestic Partnerships ........cccceeiieeensirrienreeneee e rmrere e e e ssass e sssaetesessesassssesennens 21
Global Information NEtWOTKS ......cceeeceeiieceecer e ceccee e iereerreeveesssne s saessesssessasesnesasenns 22
Partnerships with Developing Countries ..........ccceeieeeeciceceieereecresnreeteceessacsse e e esas 23
LOOKING FORWARD ... eeeeereicenteertreseresesssssesssessassnesnsessessssassesssesssasnseasssossesnssssssans 25
SELECTED READINGS .....ccoccttirecittireteceitessseseansaseeaessssessassssesssessssasentessssssssssssmsnsssssssesessans 26
WEB SITES ...t itetcrseeet e stee et e s sesessseesasssesrssassassssessessaassesnsassnsesssessnesssesssesssnsnnes 28



