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On july 31, in accordance with the July 12
statement by Mr. Mitchell Sharp, Secretary of State
for External Affairs, that the Canadian Government
was ready to contribute food aid to those areas of
Nigeria affected by the current fighting (see Can-
adian Weekly Bulletin, No. 31, P.3), Prime Minister
Trudeau announced that $500,000 had been provided
for the purchase of food, drugs and medical sup-
plies. Canada would help pay the cost of trans-
portation to Nigeria, the Prime Minister added.

His announcement continued as follows:
... Because of the urgency with which these

relief supplies are needed in Nigeria, the Govemment
has agreed to make available a Hercules aircraft of
the Canadian Armed Forces to transport an initial
shipment of these supplies from Canada to Nigeria.
This aircraft will be taking off for Nigeria as soon
as flight arrangements can be completed. Subsequent
use of this aircraft and of a second Canadian Armed
Forces Hercules on standby in Canada will be de-
termined in consultation with the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross.

This aid is in addition to the cash grant of
$60,000 which the Canadian Government gave the

International Committee of the Red Cross in May for
use in those areas of Nigeria where the need was
greatest.

The introduction of relief supplies to the areas
of serious need in Nigeria continues to be delayed
through the failure of the parties to the dispute to
agree on distribution arrangements.

The Canadian Government urgently appeals to
the disputants to reach the earliest possible agree-
ment on a land corridor which will alone provide the
practical means of distributing food and other relief
supplies at the required level to the affected areas.

Discussions were held with the Canadian Red
Cross to determine what items were most needed and
could be provided by Canada. The Canadian relief
supplies not carried on the initial airlift by aircraft
of the Canadian Armed Forces will be transported by
commercial means to points agreed on with the Inter-
national Committee of the Red <me w1ijh i 4


