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Abstract

Following the successful campaign to ban the use of anti-personnel mines, the
Government of Canada has turned to the problem of small arms proliferation in the context of
human security. According to some observers, we see emerging in Canada’s recognition of non-
state actors a new form of multilateralism that hinges on the participation of civil society. To the
extent that the definition of the problem constitutes a major step in developing security policies,
the goal of this paper is to further explore the participation of societal actors in this defining
process. As such, our research focusses not so much on the relationship between civil society and
the state in enforcing the Canadian government’s human security policy "in the field," as on
defining a specific problem considered from this perspective. We focus on the case of small
arms. This aspect appears worthy of study as there seems to be no consensus on exactly how
much cooperation there should be between civil society and the state when if comes to
formulating and developing human security policy — and to a greater extent - Canadian foreign
policy. ;
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