
designs, India must contrai the strategic choke points in the Indian Ocean if it is ta be
preeminent in its maritime approaches. In this regard Indian maritime strategists are noa different

from their Portuguese, Dutch and British predecessors. This is flot the nineteenth century.
however, and even if India had the inclination ta follow ini Britain's faotsteps it cauld flot

approach the jurisdiction the Royal Navy enjoyed over Suez, Simonstown and Singapare.

Absolute contrai of the Indian Ocean is unattainable in cantemporary circumstances. The

developing mix of the Indian fleet indicates that New Delhi recagnises its sea-contral limitations

and has chosen another option.

A sea-control strategy for a body of water as large as the Indian Ocean would require

far more than India's anticipated three-carrier fleet.Y Moreaver, it would require vessels that

packed more punch than the light carriers India currently possesses. Bath of India's carriers,
the Viraat (formerly the Hernies) and the Vikrant (farinerly the Glory), are iransfers fram the

United Kingdam and have undergone extensive refits in India. They are now configured ta

carry eight Sea Harrder attack aircraft and eight Sea King Anti-Submarine Warfare helicapters.36

This daes nat suggest that their primary purpose is ta spearhead amphibious assaults or ta bring
great faite ta bear on distant targets. Besides, India anly has one regiment of approximately

1,000 Marines and limited amphibiaus capability.Y India's amphibious forces and two light
aircraft carriers are adequate for the protection af uts major offshore assets, particuiariy the
Nicobar and Andaman isIands, but they wouid not play a significant raie in larger-scale


