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12. Each contracting party shall take such reasonable measures as mﬂytlﬁ

available to it to ensure observance of the provisions of this Agreement by ™
regional and local governments and authorities within its territory.

ArTicLE XXV
Joint Action by the Contracting Parties

1. Representatives of the contracting parties shall meet from time t0 f’.l.me
for the purpose of giving effect to those provisions of this Agreement whit
involve joint action and, generally, with a view to facilitating the opel‘é':l'tion . i
furthering the objectives of this Agreement. Wherever reference is made
this Agreement to the contracting parties acting jointly they are designate
the CONTRACTING PARTIES. :

\ ¢
2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is requested to convené :gt
first meeting of the CONTRACTING PARTIES which shall take place
later than March 1, 1948.
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3. Each contracting party shall be entitled to have one vote at all meeti?®
of the CONTRACTING PARTIES,

: : e aal, 2 the
4. Except as otherwise provided for in this Agreement, decisions of

CONTRACTING PARTIES shall be taken by a majority of the votes caSt;;hiS
5. (a) In exceptional circumstances not elsewhere provided for 12 ed

Agreement, the CONTRACTING PARTIES may waive an obligation imp,oion
upon a contracting party by this Agreement; Provided that any such declich
shall be approved by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast and that 5%
majority shall comprise more than half of the contracting parties. The
TRACTING PARTIES may also by such s vote he
(i) define certain categories of exceptional circumstances to which ©
voting requirements shall apply for the waiver of obligations, 82 i
(ii) prescribe such criteria as may be necessary for the application ©
sub-paragraph. iy
(b) If any contracting party has failed without sufficient justiﬁc“",tlon i
carry out with another contracting party negotiations of the kind d‘escrlbeING
paragraph 1 of Article 17 of the Havana Charter, the CONT RACTGO'*—
PARTIES may, upon complaint and after investigation, authorize the qted
plaining contracting party to withhold from the other the concessions incorP ghef b
in the relevant Schedule to this Agreement. In any judgment as to whe pavt
contracting party has so failed, the CONTRACTING PARTIES shall ctibp
regard to all relevant circumstances, including the developmental, re_consf:fu oo
and other needs and the general fiscal structures of the contracting parti¢® the
cerned and to the provisions of the Havana Charter as a whole, If in f8¢ rad?
concessions referred to are withheld, so as to result in the application t0 the % g
of the other contracting party of tariffs higher than would otherwise }}ave das?
applicable, such other contracting party shall then be free, within si¥® e
after such action becomes effective, to give written notice of withdrawf”l, " da¥’
Agreement. The withdrawal shall take effect upon the expiration of 1% gq‘lﬂs’
from the day on which such notice is received by the CONTRACTING PA
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