
Charter Review
Article 109 of the Charter, which was originally proposed by

the Canadian Delegation to the San Francisco Conference in 1945,
states that the tenth session of the General Assembly in 1955 shall
have on its agenda a proposai to eall a conference to review the
Charter, if such a conference has not already )een held. Under the
terms of Article 109 the conference can be convened by a two-thirds
majority of members of the General Assembly or by a vote of any
seven menibers of the Security Council. There is thus no veto over
the 'holding of a conference, but it is by no means certain that it
wiIl be held and, if it is, it will ahnost certainly not take place until
1956. Article 109 provides that amendments to the Charter adopted
at the conference must be ratified by two-thirds of the niembers of
the United Nations, including ail the permanent members of the
Security Council, in order to take effect. There is thus a veto over
Charter amendments resulting froni a Review Conference, as there is
over ordinary amendnients under the provisions of Article 108.

At the eighth session of the General Assembly a nuznber of
proposais concerning preparatory work to be done in connection
with the possible Charter conference were put forward and debated
at some length in the Sixth or Legal Committee. Eventually, a
resolution co-sponsored by the Canadian Delegation was adopted by
the General Assembly. The preamble of this resolution states that
there is a need for extensive preparation both by the Secretary-
General and meinber states in order to comply with Article 109,
and instructs the Secretary-General to compile and index certain
documents of the San Francisco Conference and prepare an appro-
priately indexed repertory of the practice of the United Nations
organs. Amendments put forward by France, the United Kingdom
and other countries which were adopted in the Legal Committee,
resulted in the deletion of a provision in the original draft resolution
which would have asked the Secretary-General Vo prepare and publish


