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youths who ever get more than the merest snmttori.ng
of education is extremely small. Au academy with
a staff of half a dozen teachers or less, publishes a
syllubus of subjects taught that would eclipse a uni-
versity with its staff of thirty professors.

7. The public schools instead of being scminaries
of patriotic and liberal sentiment, become scetarian
centres, the children of one sect being taught from
infancy to look with jealous and unfriendly eye upon
those of another sect. The seeds of bigotry and nar-
rowness of view arc implanted at an early age, which
the teachers of religion and patriotism find their
efforts vain to uproot.

8. The utter failure of the old, cumbrous, expen-
sive system, in this age when the schoolmaster is sup-
posed to be abroad, is evidenced by the fact brought
ont by the recent census, that in a population of less
than 200,000 over 50,000 above ten years of age were
to be found who could neither read nor write.

Newfoundland has many attractions as a place in
which to live. It has a very moderate and temperate
climate, is comparatively free from fogs on land, be-
ing much maligned in this respect. It has a popula-
tion second to nonme in natural ability, the sturdy
descendants of good English, Irish and Scotch stock.
Its mercantile classes are solid and substantial; men
of pablic spirit and with the good of their adopted
home at heart; and though much fettered by a
wretched supply system that has been inherited from
the past, they are foremost in public affairs, one of
them, Sir Robert Thorburn, being at present Premier
and recently knighted by the Queen. Its fishing
population, the ‘“‘bone and sinew” of the country,
hardy, enterprising and worthy of a better fate.
But with all the many advantages and resources of
the country—piscatorial, mineral, agricultural and
human—the place ig, for want of education, at least
fifty years behind the age. What Newfoundland
wants most is a system of education such as we have
in New Brunswick, where the sons and daughters of
the poorest can get without money and without price
~ as good a common school education as the children
of the millionaire. The government that shall have
the courage to abolish two of the superintendencies,
amalgamate all the colleges into one university and
training school, and pass a free unsectarian school
act for the colony will deserve well of all future gen-

erations of Newfoundlanders. - L. G. M.
§t. John, N. B. |

CHILDREN should be early taught to see correctly,
think clearly, speak accurately, to give close attention
and render prompt and willing obedience. Bad habits
are easily formed, but are with difficulty corrected.
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EDUCATIONAL CONVENTION.

Let-us have a convention of teachers of the Mari-
timo Provinces. Why should we not? In these days
of rapid and cheap travel neither the distance from
all parts of these Provinces to a suitable contral
point, nor the expense attending such a trip,is a
serious objection. The teachers of the United States
meet annually in convention at places as widely dis-
tant as Maine and Colorado. > This year hundreds of
them from the castern, middle and southern States
will meet their western brothren at Chicago. ’

Why should we have such a conveution? Because
we want to know our fellow-laborers in Nova Scotia
and in the “Gem of the Gulf;” because we may
learn much from cach other; because our conditions
of sccondary and primary education and our provi-
sions for the training,of teachers are essentially
similar; becanse we feel that we have held aloof from
each other too long and we want to break down any
unnatural barriers, if such exist, which have hitherto
separated us from our co-workers in the adjoining
Provinces, and because the spirit of the times in
which we live leads those who may be doing the same
work to associate in representative gathoriup for
mutual helpfulness. Jd

The opinion of the Educational Institute of. New
Brunswick will be taken at its next meeting as to
the desirability and practicability of holding a con-
ference of the teachers of the Maritime Proviuces in
1888, and a committee could be appointed, if desired,
to co-operate with similar committees of the Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island bodies, to arrange
the details of time, place and programme. Will our
brethren in the sister provinces take the same or sim-
ilar action at the approaching meetings of their asso-
ciations or institutes? , \ E. M.

Fredericton, N. B |

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.

We want 2,000 subscribers by the first of next
month. Can any of our teachers afford to be without
a good educational journal devoted especially to their
interests, when it can be had for about eight cents a
month, or one dollar a year? The REVIEW cannot be
sent to any one without it is ordered. So that in-
tending subscribers will see the necessity of filling out
the blank order enclosed with this paper and return-
ing to us at once, accompanied with the amount of
subscription—one dollar. ~All money letter should be
registered. If not convenient to remit the money at
once, order the paper, and send the money at the first
convenient opportunity. Write the address plainly.

All subscriptions will be acknowiedged by postal
card. Address, EpvcaTioNAL REVIEW,

St. John, N. B,




