
PRESENT-DAY CONDITION 0F
HUMAN TEETH

By W. CECIL TROTTER, B.À., D.D.S.

The condition of the humain teeth to-day,
the. world <ver, ie appai.ling. Upon analyz-
ing the. raulte obtained from official ex-
aminaktions of sc>hool childenas teeth i
varlous countries, we find that f rom 90 to
97 par cent. of themn have defeetive teeth.
Âilments of the teeth conetitute by fair
the. larget percantage of defecta among
*school. children. 'A vary compraheneive
reporti jugt iffluad by the department of
publie instruction ln New South Wales,
upon the physical condition of chidren at-
tending the public schools, showe fr-om 80 to
90 par cent. with defective teeth, or an aver-
age of 4.4 defactive teeth par oliild, wheras
only 21.7 par cent. were otherwl.e physical..
ly defective; 57 par cent. had defective
vision, 49 par cent. lied nasal growths and
24 par cent. wera afflicted with throat
trouble. Many of thefe other defecte really
originated with the diseased eonditions of
the. teth, and consequent inabiity on the
part of the child. to properly nisticate and

insalivate the food thareby inducing nu-
tritional disturbances of greater or leu.
magnitude. When oe considea what an
ideal culture medium the cavities of decay
i the taeth afford for the development and
propagation of myrriads of bactaria, malig-
nant or otherwise, one is not surpriaad at
functional disturbancee of mýany organe of
th. body following cloSely upon caries of
the taeth.

Many o! these cariouB tfath through tha
death and decomposition of their pulpe or
nerves ara constantly though unconsciously
discharging this infected putrifying materlal
into the mouth, and hance infect the whole
systemn by way of the alimentary canal
What is the use in being as particule,, about
feeding the child pure f ood and pure milk
only ho ba infected as soon s it enters the
portais of the alimenta-y canal with germe
in many cases more virulent than thoSe that
ordinarily infect impure rnil. So the.
toothache which the child suif are froin le
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