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contaîns somne interesting information. The inflammable
nature of many of our buildings, and the consequent
excessive destruction of property by tire, have rendered
the annual toîl on the community at large one of mon-
strous proportions. In consequence, the însurance rates
which the comoanies find il necessary to impose make
fire insurance an cxpensix e luxury to tlie insured. The
committee has gonte to a great deal of trouble in securing
data as to the cost of insurance on varions types of

structures in which reinforced concrete is used. There
are, of course, in addition 10 thc character of the build-
ing, many other influences whieh affect insurance rates.
Among these may be mcntioned the inflamnablc nature
of the contents, the surrotindings, and the facilities for
fighting tires. Bccause of these it is xcry dithecuit Io
observe anything like uniformity in 'the~ rates vollected in
the various instances on buildings apparently similar in

construction. Thesc values, howexer, are quotcd

Average rate of insurance on concrete butildings
per $ioo.................................. $0 36)

Average rate of insurance on steel firc.proofed

buildings per $îoo........................... 20

Average rate of insurance on slow-burning con-

struction per $100.............................j

AXverage rate of insurance bîuildings of joist con-
struction per $ioo ............................ o

Average rate of insurance on buildings entireiy of
wood pier $,0oo.............................4 00

Average rate of insurance oni buildings of al
classes per $ioo ........................... 15

It is interesting 10 note that of the i 50 individual
cases instanced, approximatelY 50 per cent. faîl below
the first-mentioned rate, viz., 36) cents per $îoe. ihere
seemed to be a feeling that as knowiedge of the lire-
resisting qualities of concee becomes better known to
the varbous rate-making organizations, more equitable
premiums will prevail. Much important work stili lies
before this committee. To a visitor, the dominating fea-
turcs of the Convention were the xery apparent desire
on the part of the delegates 10 apprehiend the truth, to

adopt methods and standards that experience has proved
10, be reliable, 10, countenance only what is truthworthy
and 10, eliminate whatever experience bas proxed to be
defective or un-sound. Boldness must be tempered with
conservatism; in the main, the beaten paths must lic
followed. The "Experience Meeting" proved a veritable
clearing-house for ideas, and was one of the most helpful
items on the programme. Members wvcre encouraged to
talk, and if a -speaker had anything 10 say and cotîld sav
it, an attentive and earnest audience was assured. The
National Association of Cernent Users is gaining in caste,
and its status as a semni-scientifle body and as an inde-
pendent and responsibie organization is împroving
yearly. The original policy of ils promoters, 10 maintain
il free from objectionable comImunication, bas been
rigidly adhered 10.

A statement regarding conditions in the American
Portland cernent industry during the year 1908 has been
prepared by Mr. Edwin C. Eckel for the United Stiates
Geological Survey, which shows a falling off in the output
for the year i908.

Although detailed figures are not yet obtainable, an
estimate based on the information available indicates that
the production of Portland cernent in the United States
was somewvhat less than forîy million barrels. This com-
pares as follows with the output of recent years .

lÀarrels.

1905............................ 35,246ý,812
1901.............................. 4(6,403,424

1907.............................. 48,785,390
1908 (estima;ted).................. 40,000,000

'l'le falling off froin the 190,7 outpuit was hcav~y, and
is Particularly nlot able because it is the hirst decrease
shown in anyv ear bv the .\merican cenent industry since
its inception. The decrcase xvas flot', uniforinlv distri-
butcd throughout the country, lor Newv Yýork, Pentisyl-
x ania, and New Jersey w ill probiîbl show, the highest
percentages of loss, wihll in 'sottie portions of the Wcst
and Mliddle \'<est the decreas-e w as relatix clv slighlt.

t)uring the year sex eral smiall rmpanies \v'ent ifito
the hands of receix'ers, andi the inancial stress also led

to a change of c ontrol in a groLît) ot plants operating

chieflv in the I>acilic States. .Afortunate elfect of the

tiepression xvas thai il p)ut a1 stop, temiporarily, 10 the

tiotation of frauidulent or doubtful cernent secuirîties;
thougli wîth improx entt ini general bîusiness conditions

at îs likciv t hat promotion swhenies w iii again bc taken
Uip on an cx en iarg'cr scale ihan before thedersun

l'lie vear 1(1)0 opens w tth heaxvY stocks of cemlent on

hand at flost milis, but \vith good prospeccts for a steady,

thotîgh sloxv, rxxaiin the cenenlt trade. It is unlikely
that this rex ixai xviii lie sutlicientlv rapid to push miilîs

to their cava(' itv during the vear, and il is, ilherefore,
possile that the high record for output1 matde inii 197

wiil reinamn unbroken for another x'ear ai least. 'l'lie total

maximium capacitv of existing: plants is nowl about
<10o,ot)0,o00 larrels a y car.

Despite the business dep)ression, or pcrh aps partlv
because of it, there hax e beeni a number of important
technical and îindustrial dcxo\tgmient s in the cernent in-
dustry during 1908, and ot bers airc stl pendig. These
wiIl lx' discussed in thc Sur\ceys finai report on cernent

production, wîhwili be sse carlv in the spring.

A glance ai the following figures, xxhieh have been

conipiled by the British Chamhcr of Commenrce in Egypt,
giving the quantities and xalues (of the whoie of the

cernent ianded in Egypt during the past five years, plainly

shoxvs the stridcs thc imports front Engiand have made

during this period, and aiso the hold xvhich Blgioni has,

at the prescrnt moment, on the Egyptian market. The
trade to-dav is practically in the hands of Beigium, En--
land, and France:-

Belgium. Engiand. France.
Per cent. P>er cent. Per cent.

1903.................... 35 15 40

1905.................... 43 3J1 20

1901..................... 37 30 21

ADVERTISING TUÂT COUNTS.

Messrs. thé "Canadian Cernent and Concrete Review,"
Toronto, Ont.:
Gentlemen,-Tlrough our advertisenxent ini your

esteemed journal we have secured a contract for about
six hundred square feet of our cernent tiling at New-
market, Ont. We are more than pleased with the results
obtained from advertising in your valuable "Review."

Truly yours,
GUSTIANA BROS.,

liamiltoil, Ont.


