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KNOTS

AND

LASHINGS

INFANTRY IN NINE WEEKS.

Onee it took at least a year to
turn out a soldier fit for the
fighting front. Then by forced
methods the_ time of training was
brought down to four months, and
even less. But the Canadians
have cut all records by a course
which turns out efficient men in
nine weeks.

The new Canadian method—it
has only been in force a short time
—is of special importance to the
Allies just now, particularly for
American’ troops. The Canadians
found that there are many draw-
backs in having soldiers trained
near home. So it was resolved to
establish big camps in England and
to send the men straight over im-
mediately after calling up.

A camp for ten thousand re-
eruits’ has been established under
(folonel Colquhoun in one of the
most beautiful and healthy spots
in England. Here, amid pine
woods and on sandy soil, the Cana-
dian. recruits remain for 28 days.
Most of them arrive absolutely
green, raw material, barely know-
ing their right hand from their
left.

They are not allowed to leave
camp during this first month of
fraining. They are housed in tents
in groups of a thousand. They do
no ordinary ‘‘fatigues’’. These are
done for them by ‘B 2’’ men, old
soldiers. It -is their business to
learn, not to clean up. They are
werked hard and treated fairly.
There is no bullying.

The mainstay of the system is
the very careful selection of in-
- struetors, N.C.O.s who hdve seen
. active service and are skilled in
handling men. Each of these is
given charge of a platoon. He
marches at the head of it on cere-
monial parades. He is responsible
for its well-being just as a com-
pany commander is responsible for
the men under him.

The work is hard. The men are
at it from 9 in the morning till
5.30 at night, with intervals at mid-
day and for rest.

By the end of the first month
the young soldier, living in the
open, eating well, working hard,
© knows his drill, understands dis-
cipline, and has learned something
of bombing and of musketry.

After the first month he moves
on and mixes with older troops.
Musketry, anti-gas work, open war-
fare now absorb his time His work
is supervised, inspected, and con-
trolled at every turn. The officers
over him are as much controlled as
he is. There is a system to follow
and they have to follow it. At the

end of nine weeks the man is fit to
take his place in the fighting line.

FORSAKEN

By Joseph J. Martin

(Note.—The above is a contri-
bution from Mr. Joseph J. Martin,
formerly a Sapper in this Depot,
and honorably discharged from the
C. E. F. early in May. In writing,
he expresses his continued interest
in this Depot and in our own
“Knots and Lashings’’.)

Do you think of the heart you have
broken ?

‘When another came into your life?

How you have deceived ‘and ne-
glected,

A true and loving wife.

How could she look attractive?

‘When in plain common clothes she
is dressed ?

But still her heart that lies be-
neath,—

Is one of the very best.

‘What grief . has been born in
silence,

For these unhappy years.

While you gaily laughed with an-
other,— ;

Her head was bowed in tears!

For one who should be her com-
panion,

At any time or place,

Has only caused her a broken
heart,

Misery and disgrace.

Have you forgotten the long, weary
nights

As you lay so near death’s dark
door?

How she faithfully watched by
your bedside,

Although she was weary and sore.

She willingly forgave you,—

For all you had caused her to bear.

Her only thought was to plead with
God

That He your life might spare.

But with health and
restored to you,

‘With another start in life,

How soon you return to another

And forget a devoted wife.

strength

Do you think the one you have
chosen,

Will ever be honest or true?

In the hour of sickness and trouble,

Will she remain by you?

While the one you have forsaken,
Goes in prayer to. God above,

Asking Him for strength and
courage,

To bear the loss of a husband’s
love.

But in a little while ’twill all be
o’er,

And perhaps sometime you may
_ feel sad,

When you have lost forever,
The best friend you ever had.
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Established
KHAKI MATERIALS ?

MILITARY EQUIPMENT OF ALL KINDS Y
HIGH CLASS SHIRT MAKERS

Gibb @ Co, Limited,

Sporting, Military and Mufti Tailors.

148 St. James St. MONTE‘EAL.

Military Watches

Mappin & Webb’s Military Watches are of the highest grade
of manufacture, guaranteed to give every satisfaction
and therefore dependable.

We will forward, on approbation, care of the Canteen, for
inspection, either of our Military Models which range

; in prices
" $13.00, $18.00, $20.00, $23.00 and $35.00., P
With Luminous Dials.

MAPPIN & WEBB,

(Canada) Limited.
353 St. Catherine Street W. -

MONTREAL.

WE WILL BE GLAD TO QUOTE YOU

&(%‘m’gg‘ PRICES ON ALL YOUR NEEDS IN

N Military or
e Civil Clothing.

Wm. McLaughlin, Registered,

21 McGill College Avenue, Montreal. L

WHEN IN TOWN DROP IN AT

A. A. BOULAIS’

—FOR—
Soft Drinks, Candy, Ice Cream,
¥IC. BTG
Corner St.Jacques & Champlain Streets.

HEADQUARTERS FOR

Stationery, Fountain Pens, Books, Post Cards
and Sporting Goods, ete.

JOS. BOUDREAU FILS,

Opposite Thuotoscope Thealre. 150 Richelieu St.

THE ABERDEEN

RESTAURANT £LUNCH COUNTER
The Place for Quick Service.

(Opposite Windsor Hotel,)

A. Patenaude

Barber Shop and
Shoe Shiné Parlor.

Meet your friends at

IAS BOMLING AL

Opposite Windsor Hotel.

Richelieu St, St. Johns.




