442

Ity to the extent of seven and a halt mil-
lion frs. in the shape of indemnities; the
populations, convinced Parisians intended
to convert their regions into Saharas ; pro-
ceeded to shoot the surveyors, and the lat-
ter had to execute their work under police
.escorts. The works employed 3,500 la-
borers, and three immense reservoirs con-
structed at St. Cloud, contain each 100,-
000 tons of water. A special “tubular’™
bridge conveys the water across the Seine.

Professor Charcot has almost definite-
ly comncluded, that hysteria is a mental
malady. The Marquis de Viaris has pub-
lished a volume, wherein he claims to make
known the various plans for deciphering
the gecrecy of telegrams. Diplomatists
will please note.

At last agriculturists have ceased to
grumble; the ‘“weather and the crops,”
are all they could desire. A good land-
yield this year would do more for the out-
of-joint times, than a train full of projects
for reforming everything, but doing noth-
ing. Parisians do not complain of the
lovely spring of course; milliners and dress
makers state, they never have received so
mavy commands, but to obtain payment
is difticult. ‘

Z.

CORRESPONDENCE.

SPEECH SOUNDS IN CANADA.
To the Editor of The Week:

Sir,—The Week for 10th Feb. has a
contribution with the heading above writ-
ten by Mr. Magoun on which allow me to
remark.

(1) Avoidance of Italian “a’ (as In
‘farm) appears common in America. For it
is substituted open “o” fas in form, law).
‘Thus we have Panamaw, Omahaw, Ot-
tawaw, Arkansaw,—all made to rhyme
with gaw, liks Warsaw, Inlike manner we
hear Awlbany, Bawltimore, Chicawgo,
Montreawl, Again we hear lager beer,
the national beverage of the German, spok-
en of as lawger, though the vowel in law
belongs not to German either standard
.or dialectic. With Mr. Magoun, I think
this substitution should be avolded and re-
pressed by careful speakers.

(29 Pronounciation of advance, fast,
danece, ete.. with the vowel in fat should
be allowable because is is not a recent sub-
stitution, but a survival of old speech. It
‘s the sound given by Walker in his diction-
ary which from its publication is 1791
+tHl later than the middle of the present
century was congidered good authority,
though of late the la-de-da speech is try-
ing to getto the fore. In this matter
it we do not encourage use of a (as in fat)
it at least should not be repressed as
wrong, but should he held as allowable.
‘The great new Dictlonary of the Philo'-
logic Society does well in giving a sign
-for the pronounciation of the words in
question which is “avowedly ambiguous,”

thus leaving the vowel optional—a com-
mendable policy.

The truth is that that part of
‘Omtario north of Lake Erie was
first settled from New Ingland by
Loyaliste expatriated by the events
‘which  terminated the Ameriean Re-

volution in 1783. They brought <with
them their New England speech which
they had carried from Old England in the
17th century. They settled in the Nia-
‘gara district and more espacinlly atong the
great thoroughiare, the government road
through 8t. Catharines to Dundas, from
whieh it was (and is still) known as the
“ Governor’s Road” through  Paris,
‘Woodstock, and Londen to Chatham. This
18 all well known in that district. Alon

‘with them came the S8ix Nation Indians
irom the Mohawk Valley to settle in that
of the Grand River; as, too, Butler’s Ran-
ers and many adventurers who made no
gpecial ¢lalm to loyalty. They brought
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with them the * York sShilling"” (8 to the
dollar), which was long the currency of
the district and is still so regarded by the
older and more conservative generation.
The “Nova Scotia Road’ through East
Elgin and Norfolk and the Talbot settle-
ment are menentoes of that period, some
of the expatriated having first tarried in
Nova Scotia.

From Dundas east through  Toronto
(our Dundas street) ran a road along the
north shore of Ountario called the Don
and Danforth or “Kingston Road’’ which
was a line of migration for that part of
Ontario mnorth of Lake Ontario along
which settled the expatriated New Eng-
landers and part of the Six Nations in
Thyendenaga. ‘There * Halitax Curren-
cy” (5 sillings to the dellar) prevailed till
recently.

From 1824 on, there poured over On-
tario a flood of immigrants from all parts
of the British Islands, Tauglish, Northern
Irieh, Southern Irish, Highland and Low-
land Scoteh and some Welsh. All this has
produced an average or fused speech for
Ontario which is of archaic type, but
which does not necessarily for that deserve
to be tabooed.

Fused speech is stronger and more dur-
able than any la-de-da dialeet can be. The
fused speech of the Midland counties of
Fngland (which varies 11ttle from the much-
praised speech of Dublin) is the standard or
received speech. The speech of Ulster is a
fused speech arising from causes analogous
to the settlement oi Ontario in “its settle-
ment’”’ under the early Stuart Kimgs.

The vowel sound in fat may be regu-
larly traced from the Norman Conquest.
Any enthusiasm for its suppression in the
host of words in whieh it belongs histor-
ically does not deserve encouragement.

A. HAMILTON.
Toronto, 9th March, 1893.

CURRENT COMMENTS. '
To the Editor of the Week:

Sir,—The Dominion Parliament was pro-
rogued yesterday by His Exeellency the
the Governor General, who gave the Royal
assent to ninety and nine aets, of which
33 apply to the whole Dominion or to
a whole Province, and '63 are private or
local. Before you get this you will have
received H. E.’s speech and the list of the
acts and will be able to judge of their im-
portance respectively. I believe yow re-
ceive coples of Bills when brought in. I
enclose the list of those sanclioned on
which I have distinguished by a mark in
the margin those of a public, general nat-
ure. The ceremony passed off well, and
was well attended: H. E. looked well and
spoke very feelingly of his regret at leav-
Ing Canada, and the affection and inter-
est he would always feel for her and in
her welfare, The most important acts are
thoser relating to Representation in the
Housef ' of Commions, The Supreme and Ex-
chequer Courts; Public O'fic r: Civil Ferlvee
Superannuation: Voters® Lists; The Patent
Act: Civil Service Insuranee; The Crimin-
al Code Act; Subsidies for Railways, and
for Ocean Steam Ships; Dutier of Customs;
House of Commons and Senate; TPublic
Printing: Homestead Exemotion; Mer-
chant ship and load lines, and the Supply
Act,

I have the pleasure of believing that
my articles in The Week on Bi-metialism
and currency have met with general ap-
proval. Mr. Dawson has not complained,
amd T was Tortunate in your having pub-
lished them before the concurrence of Mr.
Gladstone and the British House of Com-
mons in my views, was known in Canada.
Our Southern neighbours may object to
my saying that our currency is better
than theirs, but they cannot deny the
fact; and our Governors granted my pray-
er for pleaty of our own silver and copper
coins, before they heard it, by placing
ninety thourand dollars of it in the hands
of the Receiver General at Toronto.

The Manitoba School ILaw question
has heen well threshed out. Members of
Parliament have talked about it. News-
papers of every shade of opinion have
written abont it: and you and I in The
Week and the Tditor of the Law Journal
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. ald
in that excellent publication, have ®

11
more or less about it; and in yO;“Ll]g%'
number your clever corresponden or
has given us an elaborate and lawytn
dissertation om ', by no means ghoﬂ gh
in length or in well-turned phrases,  mio-
slightly fajling in logic by not dl; icial
ating, and supposing that the 1uwoul‘1
Committee of the Privy Councl o 1
not diseriminate betiveen & mere at
claim resting on. a private agreel?ere
tiween religious denomirations belo
Union, and a legal right creat
as soon as there was legislature t0 “Liggy
it, and enjoyed under such 1aw, ff"mc ourt
to 1890: or between an appeal to ?o!‘ ‘
on a poinb of law, and an appeal Jiament
vedress of a grievance to the Pﬂrer 4 1o
of the Dominion, expressly empoW s the
remove it by Act of the Pparliamen ‘na
Empire; and so has brought th'i o
to the position of the apocryph?
chancery, tempore Eldon,

When Mr. Parker
Made that darker,
Which was dark enoug
And the Chancellor said,—

pe-
the

r S
Premier is gone, and our Mr. Pa!‘k‘z hoD®
pominis wmbra. What can we d ark
for the best, and pray that ouf r e er?

a

may be lightened, and that OUF . qjer
be protected by the ability of our Pr puld
and the justice of the arbitrators. of the

that e could hope that the liont ded 10
Manitoba mdjority might be g‘tlheM
lie down In peace with the lamb tha
itoba minority, and the Province’_1
as it had under the laws of 1871 17,
not ? Quid vetat ?

Ottawa, 2nd April, 1893.

A oN-
PARLIAMENTARY AND CONGRESS!

AL GOVERNMENT.
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The special advantages of the canﬂgov,_
or English system of parliamentarysional
ernment, compared with Cong 4 up ad
government, may be briefly summe
follows:

(a) The governor-general, his Jatur®
and the popular branch of the legi’;nd vy
are governed In Canada as in Eng
a system of rules, conventions, an
standings which enable theim to W ,
harmony with ons another. The ero people
cabinet, the legislature, and the pow!"
have respectively certain rights “I;b at10%°
ers which, when properly and coﬂsht th
ally brought into operation, 81v® srn onb
and elasticlty to our system of goV“:n andef
Dismiszal of & ministry by the €ré jon of &
conditions of gravity, or resignat 56
ministry defeated in the Popule’ L ghe
bring into play the prerogative® = g
crown. In all cases there must pov”
istry to advige the erown, aﬂ’“methe gup’
gibllity for its acts, and obtain onth”

res
port of the people and the“'refeeort w0 -
tives In parliament. As a 1asb ¢he 1e8

bring Into harmony the peoplé exerci®®
lature and the crown, there 18 the olutloﬂ-
of the supreme prerogative of diss spe 897
A governor, acting always under ot an¥
vice of responsible ministers Ay * oeal
{ime, generally speaking, grant a8 " it:l
to the people to test their op jatt
public questions and pring the ngl; sho"f“
into accord with the public mind. gover’
the fundamental principle of Pop:h’: cansd”
eignty lies at the very basis © -
em. ' tab
}ﬂﬂOi.y:;lemother hand, In the Unw:;sbe in
the president and his eabinet mhouses of
conetant conflict with the twoO 8
congress during the four years O, ¢ mflv
of oftice. His cabimet bas 80 CT ' yeh
ence with the leglslative bodt polmgal
as they have no

es, !

geats therein. The




