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THE attention of a censiderable section of tAie scient itic world is ji
noew, ne doubt, being concentrated along the Line of investigation suggest
by the remarkahle paper read last autiumui before the Royal Society,
Mr. Norman Lockyer. This paper, modest thioughi it xvas in forin, and
its titi0 Il Preliiniary Notes 0o1 the Spectra of Meteorites," contained
reality nothing lesq than a 110w tlîeory of Élie structure of the uijiven
By a series of observations and experiments tis eminent astrenomer hl
reached the conclusion tlîat meteorites are the raw niaterial out of whi.
the heaven!y biodies have beeni evolv*d, and by means of which tlie se
Inîninous ones are uoîîstaîîtly fed. It lias long heen acceptedl iii scientii
circles as (itifonstrated that space svarnis withi mieteorites of varions sîz
andi varying tomperature. It is compnted tbat no iess than twenimillions of these mieteorites enter the earth's atînosphere every year, ailience it is iinferred that the nuitber of those înovin g in ou tlyinlg space is pra
tically infinite. Takiing as his point of departure the fact, or' assumptie:
Ébîat Élie meteoric stone is the only material link accessible bectveen tii
phînet andi the outer regions of thle cosmos, M r. Lockyer was led to subje(
these stoîjes to a serie8 of careful experiints, by spectruin arialysis iii Éi
laboratory, reacliing as a result the conclu.sion above indieated. Ile Clainî
to have fournd a cerrespotidence between the spectruin of the rneteorite thu
obtaiiied arîd Éhat of particular stars, insomiuch that it was possible t
obtain "4 ail approxiniate reproduction of the solar spectrumn by successivel
volatiliziing several steny ilieteerites of varied coîlpo.sition mn anl electri
arc produced hetweeiî ii*oî rneteoric poles, and taking a composite pliotc
gîatipl of the resultitng sp(ectra." Followiîig along thiis hne he reauliet tii
conctlusions- whîchi lie sttlii whist has Ileen called a theory of 41'h
Origin of (Xclestial Spe-ciesý. Somne of the leading feattires of tis tîteorý
are that "ail self -luminous bodies in the celestial spaces are coniposed o
nieteerites, or ilasses of 111eteoric vapeur, produccd by heat broughît aboti
by condensations of meteor swarmus due te gravity ;thiat nebulie ar,
sparse clusters of associated meteorites ; thiat cornets are nebuhe whîos,
propt.r motions bave broughit theni within the range of the stii's attraction
and so on. As we have intiuiated the theory is now being, iii ail probability
subjected te the test of scientific cî'iticism by other observers, by whoin ii
will eventually be either discarded or adopted for a season, probably te b(
displaced iii its turn, the agnostic cf astronomie science would su gges t, b>
some other equally plausible and equaily evanescent theory of the COSMîOS

Tui, question cf international copyright is.just now to the fore in Eno-
lish and Amierîcan magazines. The discussion was started by an article in
the Novcînber niuînber of the Xineteentle Cenlury, by Mr. R. Poarsaîl
Sîîîitlî, reviving and advocating a plan first proposed by Sir Charles Tre-
velyan in 1872. he main features of tAie proposai, as given by Mr.
iPearsall Smnith himself, are as follows :"lThe foreign author must supply
receîpt stamps, representing 10 per cent, on the retail price royalty te any
publisher, within thirty days af ter their price is tendered ; every book sold
nmust contain this author's receipt stamp bearing a facsiînile of his signature.
The author must deliver stamps on the conditions înentioned under penalty
of losing his copyright moeys ; the bookseller forfeits ton tiîîîes the retail
prîce of every copy sold by himi without tAie stamp, the presecutor te have
one-lhalf, the Government the other haif of this tine, in addition te liability
to the author for general damnages." Accompanying the article were the
comînents of a dozeni distinguished Englishmen, nearly ail of whom gave ain
approval, more or less modified. This thoy seemi te have donle, bowever,
on the assumption that conîplete copyright for foreign authors is at present,
and in the immediate future', unattaînable in the United States, thus acting
on the principle distinctly stated by Mr-. Hallami Tennyson, speaking for his
father, Éhat Ilsomething is botter than nothing." Acting on a suggestion
from Mr. Gladstone that the discussion be follewed up on this side the
Atlantic, Mr. Allen Thorndyke Rice, the editor of the Norilh âmerican
Review, gives in the current number cf that magazine a further article by
Mr. Pearsaîl Smith, containing lis most maturod views, and acceîîîpanied
by short expressions of opinion frein fourteen preminient Amnericans, te
whom the article was submitted. Nearly ail these expressions are dis-
tinctly, and several of them severeiy, hostile te the royalty and stamp plan.
Exception is taken on both practical and moral grounds. The practîcal
objections are suînmed up by the editer of the Popular Science Monthly,
in his January number, as oppertunities for fraud, possible dificulties in
rec overing the value of unused stamps, and the goneral influence on the
trade of the uncertainties of open competition. Animus is nie doubt un-
parted te the objections of Auîerican authors and publishers by the pro-
spect opened up by the schemne of stili more damaging competition by cheap,
additions of foreigu authors, with prospective loss of Americanl copyright.
As Edward Eggleston puts it :"Its adoption would iînmediately open the
door for any hobby-rider or demagegue to advocate the cheapening of

1't bbY the abolition of the present systein of Amnerican domestie copy-
;e rgh, n hihalmost the very existence of our literature depends." By

by nie one bave the mueral objectionîs te the staiîîp plan been nmore trenclîantly
in exposed than by Professer fuxley, whio points out tÉbat it would admit
iii thiat a boo0k is the property cf it-3 auther, and se far show tîtat the con-

«e. sciences of Amierican readers lîad been reacbed, and adds, "lAil they ask
a", (and they seei te think the metuest a -race) is tÉiat they theniselves shaîl
cýh hî the assessors of the, pecuiîiary value of their obligationis." This remark
If- touches the core of the moral principle iîîvolved. It niay be added, that
lie xvhile the American Cepyrigh lt League strenuously opposes the sceeie and
(IesI deprecatos its discussion, it is asserted on bellitif of tlîe memibers of the
by anethat those of tbeîîi Il xvlîo are net eptinîists believe that the present
id uînion of purpose betweeii authors antd publishers almeeot insures the adop-

c- tien cf an internîational copyright imuen the present Cengross."

isTu WASH NGTO

18 0,; tht eve cf res,,utiiîptioiî cf the, Fislîery niegotiations at Wasbington, as hi ief retrospect cf thte situationî îîay net îe out of place, iii aid of an intel-
o lig nt forecast of tue filial îesult.
y In deinocratie societies, foreigit relations are always inuch afrected byc the course cf doîtît stic poh itictS - aîî axicîn tiiat lias had mnany illustrations

ini the diplomatie histoi-y cf this country, wlîerein, fronii the vcry first, a
eveto npoiî th(e tieaty iiakiiig power of the Executive lias beeti lodged in

onee cf tue, legisiative chainhers. Two years ago, the weakness of President
Y C'iîveland's tAdiiiitrati, n prevented hila frontî carrying eut his conditionai
f promisie te setIe the Fislhery question by means cf a joint commuission.
t whi the i impeîial (ievernîneîit iately took the initiative by forming a

comissioa cf ilegetiaters, iii whiêh the H[ome and Canadian Geverniments
ccii d ecd have represemitauieîî, it mîust ha~ve been less in reliance uipon tue
ahIiltitv cf tlie Presidemît te give ethet te bis senîtimîents of goed iieighibour-
Iioed, thîaîî upoîi Che conv iction Ébthîimatters ceuld net be matie xverse by

tsuch actionî, wlîile the tensionî was sure to be semewhat relieved, and there
xvas, at let, a chiance cf a joint dhiplomiatie commnissioni reaching a conclu-
sion se fair and nmoderato as te ceuiîend itself te the sober second thougbt
o f the two peoples imnnediately interested. Ilad Lorud Salisbury's hopesgeone imcdi beyond whiat lias beemi lierein indicateti, lie wudnthv
qeslecteîl Mr. Chamuîberlain fer the pest of chief negotiater, despito bis
eniicnt persenal fitiiess fer the place, simîce sncb an appointment took
sniahi note of the conditioiis of American internai polities. 1Ieiice, the
criticisîsîs mtade in tiis correspondence upen the choice of Mr. Chamber-
tain, at the timie it xvas anîîounced, were perfetly sounid and legitimnate,
hîaving regard te their staîîdpoint.

Lord Salisbury's recent lnck in foreigni affairs lias attended bis venture
oer ci bre. Only twe nienths ago, tue sweeping victory cf tue Admiinistra-
tien party in the pivotai State of New York breuglît ail recalcitrant Derne-
crats te tue feit cf the President, and secnred, in advanee, for any pro-
posais of the Fisiiery Commnission, the support of ut toast hlf, and proh-
ably more tlîan hiaif, of the electorate j a resuit dnly îîoted at the tinue by
your correspondent. Stili, tiiere xvas a hostile majority in the Seîîate, and
a hostile Presidenitial canîdidate, iii full control of the mlachinery of the
Repubhican party, with anl extraordinary influence over the Irish vote,without regard te party nanies anîd affiliations. '[bis influence bas since,
iappily aiîd reiiîarkably, disappeared. Nobody bas so ncb reasen now
te wish the nonmination of Mr. Blaine, in opposition to limself, as Presi-
dent Cleveland. Thîis transformnationî in the pehitical situation lias heen
effecteti by the tariff nîessage of tue President, scpplemented hy*the char-
acteristically rasht cemtients thereon of Mr. Blaine. The Irish vote may
go wliere it lileases, new, without liarîning the Democrats;ý but the strong
probability is that it will remaimi witiî tihem. Se disadvantageous te
liepublican prespects lias beeni tue influence of the tariff message, that
mnmy leaders cf tlîat party are wi!ling te belp the Administration pass
a nioderate but substantial bill iî îeduction of import duties, ilierely te get
the euîbarrassiîîg question eut of the way before the Presidential camupaigu
comes on next autumiî. ibat, howcver, cannot, benefit themn, for tue Demno-
crats will get tue prestige of whatsoever mneasure of tariff reduction shahl
ho passeti, and there is ne other issue open to the Republicans of fairer pro-
mise than that of whîich tbey have, snddenly, become s0 afraid.

The bearing of these changes in ocr internai polities upon the Fisbery
inegotiatien is easily te ho seen. The President is now, te ail appearances,the political arbiter of tue Unien. The Senate will not dare te rejeet or
materially alter any Fisbery Treaty baving the stamp cf bis approval; it
is net certain that there will ho, wvhen the time coules, a partisan majority
xvilliiig te roject it if they dared. Tue joint labours of Messrs. B3ayard


