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't UP Witb flashes of grim humour. Here, at any rate, Mr. Irving's man-
riera8fs t 0tlly disappear. So completely is bis identity sunik ini that of
the characte pourtrayed, that it is at first difficuit to recognize the actor.

LPlcofa man of vgrous vitality in the prime of life, we have a poor,!ebe Wretch, who, notwîthstanding occasional flashes of prîstinie strength,
tteIflg on the verge of the grave-a miserable creature, with blanched
sur ~ Uen ebeeks, tooth]ess; with bent back, shrunken frame, and totter-

ofi lioa. the bands, even, attenuated and bony, with the fingers-at tirnes
Otûoenry doubt-lifted to scratch the rigbt temple or cheek, and-at
herti es, when some specially diabolical piece of cruelty is being
oef .spread out like the claws of a vulture. The voice and manner
'Peeclh also are changed. Jnstead of being slow and measured, they are
0Wquick, irritable, waspisb, or brief with epigrammatic gibe. The inuer
rai'1ter Of the man is pourtrayed with a verisimilitude equaily startling.

18 utrselfisbness, bis duplîcity, bis Iow cunning, bis suspicion of everyC' round him-even of bis own son-bis craven fear of deatb, bis
h e]9n superstition, bis loatbsome cruelty and stili more loathsome
eYPocrisy, bisen sp N asms of semi-maniacal terror when confronted by bis dread

thIe i DNemours, dagg"er in baud ; ail these and more, together with
final deatb.scene, combine to make up a characterization wbich, for

erful and appalling realism and power, bas certainly neyer been matcbed
~te T oronto stage. And wbat makes the impersonation stili more wonder-

18, that there is a vein of kingly majesty running througli it ail, wbich

a "e kt the spectator forget that the man bef ore bim is the monarcb of
'ratkngdom.

Netto Louis XI. the part most characteristic of Mr. Irving islat
'in "cThe Belîs." Unlike Louis XI., bowever, of wbom s0 complete

(cq ng a portrait is given by Casimir Delavigne (and by Scott, also, in
pe ntili Durward "), Matthias is r.ot a man individuaiized, so mnuch as a

ent lyticaoe of one particular emotion-criminal fear. Besides this,
y 'eohrquality goes to make up tbe character-love for bis wifeci uhe It is in the final act, with its barrowing dream, the sbocklicb brings about the death of Matthias, that Mr. Irving finds bis

PotniY, and it is needless to say that hoe Iakes the most of it. The
el.'r displayed bore ilse5 striking, tbat the less obvious but more subtie

Atistie touches which characterize tbe two carlior acts have bardly received
Io he hydsre The eager, half-fearful wa-ogive

Ott 111i to form bis daugbter's dowry, gives a quite tbrilling impressione vague, ever-hauniting terror witb wbich the man's mind is possessed.
e ffctPro uced bore and at otber points in tbese two acts is precisely

"e 11 iuknd as that produced by Poe in bis weird stories, notably in
ail of the flouse of UJsher," and in an inferior degree by Wilkieiw the earlier and botter days wbicb gave us lis IlWoman in

Mr.vînilg, inîpersonation of Shylock, tbougb noble and impressive,
S'iY In the trial scene, is not very strikingly superior to otbers whicb
beenn

thi b I witnessed ; and bis Charles I., wbilo regal, dignified, and pa
4trxo ) ampered by the circumistance that the character is by no meansligh a dramatic sense. The autbor, in spite of bis courageous efforts,

#%IlPerversions of bistory, lias found it impossible to galvanizo the
6,and perfldious Stuart into a biero. The pathos, even, of the King's

that ý%rtiîug from bis cbildren is considerably mitigatcd by the recollection
%4 I the persons of Charles IL. and James 11., tbey turned out to be

0ft the Inost wortbless sovereigns tbat ever sat upon the Englisli tbrone.
iti'D Mr. Irving's company we bave already intiinated our opinion tbat1 Yfar the finest that bas over visited Toronto. Miss Ellen Torry, the
tic x~ ladY, is altogether the most delightful actross we bave liad bere
e4lo. eilson 'vas last among us. She does flot possess quito tbc saine

k '1au ad tragic force as hier deai rival, but in brilliant comiedy she- is
ker Peer. 'In Portia she bad a noble part, and it iras worthily fiUled.

9 06 brigbter or more beautiful bas cver flittod across our stage. In
endIIretta and Letitia lia rdy sbe was equally good, thougb of course

o0î' re t ways. 0f the rest of the support it is possible to particularize
t 0Oor tbrep of the more important. Mr. Terris was superb botb as

and as De Nemtours. In the latter character, the fearful scenle
the king was actod by him witb such magnificent power as fairly to

G~ bOuse of its f eet, and bie was twice recalied af ter the faîl of the
~l~ Te Antonio of Mr. Wonman and the Prince ol Morocco of Mr'ttn riele equally fine; and Mr. Tyars gave a very vigorous and naturalCI ci19Of Cromoeell; and as President of the Court in the dream scenle

1% Bous," when impeacbing the miserable Mattbias, bis solemn tonles
drr ted tbrougb the Court as though tbey had been the voice of

oinb a RR had bier first toboggan ride at the Toronto Tobogganning
th e6kly. meot on Saturday last, and oxpressed herself deligbted with

Perionco.

kkd EMODJESKA will not play in Amorica next soason. Sho il
q tIr to fDil to Europe in June. Her engagements there covor a period0Years) and take bier as far as St. Petersburg.

'kitj DllCS IDA " il not an unqualifled success in New York. The
t r dosde as to its merits, the genoral opinion being unfavourable

ftdslot sustain the roputation of its joint composers.

'e~a IRviN.'s two sons ave been distinguising tbemselves at Leigb
STuubridgo, in tableaux and recitations, particularly in tbe

téO efor ScandaIl." Henry playing Joseph Surface, and bis brother
' il fa ?Yarlea Surjace, botb sbowing talent, wbicb evidently "lruns in

AT the Toronto College of Music on Friday evening, Mr. J. Davenport
Kerrison gave bis sccond lecture, wbichi deait îvitb Haydeni and Mozart.
The lecture was particularly interestiug, and received illustrations whcn
necossary by the aid of the piano. After the lecture Mr. Kerrison played
the first sonatas of Haydn, and from Mozart the Symphony in G minor.
Especially fine was bis rendering of this beautiful sympbony, and the
exquisite sonatas two aud four. Tbe uext lecture will be upon Beethoven.

MR. DION BOUCICAULT met witb flattering receptions and, what is
more to to the point, full bouses on bis three days visit to the Toronto
Grand Op--ra flouse last week. Mtr. Boucicauît bas been so long before
the public tb'it this was not ivouderful, tbough probably the announce-
ment that lus daugrhor Miss Nina Boucicault was to play IlMoya " to bier
fathor's IlColnu" ivas the means of drawiug mauy to see "lThe Sbaugb-
ran." again. Seeing that Miss Boucicault only recently made bier deit
at the Louisville Opera flouse, it would bu mianifestly unfair to pass any
opinion upoi bier as an actress, and it will ho sufficieut only to wisb bier
every success in hier profession.

TnE concert given by the Toronto Quartette Club on Thursday eveuing
iast, at the rooms of Messrs. Mason & Riscb, was a treat to loyers of fine
music. The Beethoven quartetto in E-fiat major, was exocuted with
brilliancy and expression. Sympatbetic and delicate was the rendering of
the D minor quartetto of Scbubert. Mrs. Petley's singing of Scbubert's
appealing "lAve Maria " cannot be too mucb commonded. Her voice was
exquisitely ricb and pure in tone, bier intorpretation was faithful, bier vocal-
izing artistic. Ia the more unimpassioned musie of "lThe Violet," both
bier voice and lier rcndering were mucb less effective. Mr. Jacobsen's violin
solo displayed fine tecbnical skill, anîd was received enthusiastically. [n
the earlier part of it hie was a trifle defective in bis management of the
upper notes of the bigbest string, wbiclî lackod precision and acquired a
sligbt bluntness of toue.

LITERARY GOSSIP.

THE leading Britisb reviews and quarterlies are ail to be regularly re
printed in this country by tbe Loonard Scott Publisbing Company.

AMONG mieuîeîtos lef t by Woudeli Phillips are two canes formcrly
carried, one by Charles Sumner and the othor by Daniel 0'Connoll.

BRINSLEY RICHARDS is eulgaged on an answer to "lJohn Bull and Ris
Islaud." le givos a description of Franco and a characterization of its
people.

TiiE Britishî Museunm possesses the only authentio manuscript of
Rapbael, Ltue manuscript being a sonnet written on a sheet contaiuing
sketches for some of the fi gures in the "lDispute of the Sacrament," wbicb
wvas paintod in the Vatican about the ycar 1508.

WH beliove that we may count ou a new volume of poenis from Mr.
Browning this soason. It will probably be of the saine sizc as bis late
volumes-" Jocoseria," "lDramatic Idyls," etc.-but will differ from these in
being a continuous poem, tbougb in separate short fligbts.

TIIE publicationl of a new weekly, to be named Erchange and Mari il
contomplatcd by a lady in Toronto. It is intended to run it on similar
linos to the London Bazaar, as a medlium for excbauging or selling articles
for whiclî subscribers to the new venture bave no furtber use or need.

BOSTON lias now anotber now weekly journal, odited by Howard M.
Tiekuor, aud publisbed and managed by Cyrus A. Page. It is called The
Bearon, and will bo devoted to literature in that comprehlensivo sonso whicb
includes personal paragrapbs, art nows, literary intelligence, sermons, satini-
cal cartoons. February 16 is the date of the first publication.

fr is kniown that George Cruikshank was ongaged for years beforo bis
deatb on bis autobiograpby, for tbe illustration of wbich bie executed no
loss tban fifty etcbings on glass. This iutoresting mass of material was
eutrusted to Dr. Richardson of London, to givo to the world in a complets
forai ; but it is said that "lpressure of business " prevonts that gentleman
fromi executing the task, and there is considerable feeling sbown by Cruik-
sbank's friends on the subjoot.

SUGGESTED, noe doubt, by Mcssrs Blackwood Il Sons entorprise, IlAncient
Classics for English f{oaders," the Messrs. Trubuer, of London, are about
to issue a series of volumes illustrating the literaturoe of tbe principal
nations of the East, uinder the general titie of Il Eastern Classics for
Western Readors." Tbe first series will be devoted to fndian Litorature,
under the editorsbip of a well-known Sanskrit seholar, and will consist of
manuals of, The Veda, The Drama, The Fable, Proverbs, Lyries and Epice.
The second suries, if tbe first ho successful, is to doal with Asiatic and
iRussian, and the third, with Chinese and Japanese literature. The price
of each volume, it is anuounced, is not to exceod five shillings sterling.

TiiE Springfield Republican says: IlOne of Mattbew Arnold's
unoxpected remarks in this country was that hoe bad not learnod onough
of America to write a book about it. Hie bas changed bis mmnd, and word
is cabled from London that hoe will publish bis ' Impressions of America '
along with the lectures which hoe delivered bore. fis publishers might
append this rhyme from Punch to tho locturor's remarks about the saving
qualities of the 'remnant'-

"Who shail be sure that he's in this minority?
So that he's truiy among the elect.

Let him dissent from ail men in authorÎty,
Sooffing at everything others reopect.

That's bow the ethical trick can be done-
Matthew's minority's j ust Number One! "
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